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were to be given to the six chosen swianmers from "the
Victorious," and each had to swim with his mine to one of
the six large German nien-of-war, to which in some way lie
wvas to attacli the deadly machine lie had in tow. The
lieutenant ordered bis men to fix theni to the stenms or sterns
of the vessels, as such a course would materially lessen the
risk of discovery. He hinself would swim with theni and
attacli the wîre which would be connected with a battery on
"the Suake." In this way the German ships would bce
coxnpletely at bis niercy. It was a bold, almost a reckless
plan, hut lu its very bolduess lav its chief chance of succesIS

"The Snake" reached St. John's soon afttr midnight.
Aithougli the wind hiad abated, the rain was falling faster
than ever, and a heavy fog banig over the sea. At the
inouth of the channel Trevelyan stopped bis engines, which
for the last baif hour bad beei going dead slow. Quickly
and silently the boatsý were lowered into the water, and in a
few minutes the destroyer was being towed tbrough the
channel. A quarter of an hour saw the successful -accomi-
plisbmient of the first part of the daring enterprise. "The
Snake" lay just inside the barbour proper, whule riot more
than eighty yards off the lighits of the enemny's ships were
dimily visible throughi the fog. They were lying at anchor
in close zig zag formation, so that the broadside of every
sghip cnuld be hrcought to bear ou the town of St. John's.
In a few miinutes the lieutenant and bis six men stripped
and were let down quietly into the water. The subrmarine
ines were Io wered next and also a smiall floating raft about

three feet square, on whielh were couls of thin copper wire
and two pairs of wvire cutters. A tbick heavy mist bang
over the water, which was sinooth and stili. Trevelyan
assigned a ship to each of bis six companions and mnime-
dîately aftei-wards the littie expedition started, every sailor
towing a mine, while the lieutenant swamn along with bis
little raft. The latter bad given orders to those who were


