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Affairs of the Hostess

E NTEvLdR TI N-IN G A T
CHRISTMAS

13y KATHERINE WYNNE

Tthis tîme cf yar our tbougts tra to t-Atertmlning amd tht hospitmhty which marks
tht ensca. Wthout our f riemds Christ-

mas wouid he barren indeed; but tht old-îimnt
customa whea a bostess put ail ber energies 1mbo
providing a henvy ad substantial Chrstmas
dizner la pat. That dimer vas ail that wus
aecesary-ana i sile more-ad icI t but smali
inclination for conversation or amy ether tortu of
exercise. To-day tht diner ia the least part of
the fest; mnd tbe bostesa greva wrinkles httween
ber browi tryimg te thimit Up aew ways of enter-
talingti.

Ont bestess. whose grcuads contalmtd a sai!l
Uahenecircled hy a miniature woed, solved the
probleni to ber owm satisfaction and the deligbt
ol ber gues. Being a vise weman, and kno*ing
that mystery adds test and charna le anylbing,
the kept ber plans te herself. Tht gueswsez-
pected somethiag. but were surpristd whcn the
annouaced a slelgh drive afler tht late diarer.
T'bat vas lame ad a dssppointmet-when they
bad lohed for-at least-a dance. Bu-beimg
wcIl bred peopl- tbey obediently wrspped up
and huudled iota tht slclghs whicb vert vmiing.
hI vas a typicai Canadian riight-cltar, stii and
frosty.

Net wlshing te reach the tare In fivt minutes,
tht hottas ordered tbat they ho driven a round
about *ay vhicb lnvolvtd thrce or four miles, se
Ibat they came upon it (roma an umxpecteri direc-
lion, and swingimg round tht last carve, suddenly

beheld a serai that looked littît short ei lairy-
lard. Tht ice vas clear as a mirror, wilb
no ight but the moon, vhe lct tltcted as a
great golden hall, but tvery tacetbtat f ringtd tht
hantes had its burden of lighted candlta. vbich
swayed gently iu tht stii air; White trou tht
farther end a smaillband of musicias broke lnto
a mcrty dance. It did ont take tht guetas aany
seconds te understanri vhatait meant and amid
&bouts of dthighî. lhey caught on ta tht ides. ef au
optn air dance. Tht musicians, as thcy played,
s!owly circled tht lakte, tht muic rsing and fm-
ting as they amd the dancers advaced and Te-
trcated. thus addimg a distinct Iouch ofaiirlns
to tht ctait. When tht (ua vas ut Its htilht, a
sudden Ioud jlaglimg of belIs vas hea rd anddsasusl
sigsb drawa by a imall horse and drîven by a
faretI prite dresed ln greta, is suit and cap butîl
triumed wilh fur. came furiously &round tht last
curve. Sctterlng the guests in Il directions, h.
drcw up lu the middlhe cf tht lake ad ilouriabis

is long wbip demadd-
lVhat do yt hertli n my domala
On ibis my starlema ,lght?
My prisomers &W iyau sue la vain-
corne, folov ye, the Vut Log's llght.

Thea tht sleichs drove up and tht guestas tain-
ptdtd in. vondering vhatmi ugbt tuaI be la store
for Itu. They vert rspidîly drivia Into the
heart ut the fortt-which vas nt verY fa-la
the vahe of tht forest sprite, and Iteredtposittd
en a thicte carpit of ivergreen boughs, la tht
entre of whlch burned a bugt frat, vitha tht Vule
Log la front. ÀAs aItthe lake. the trees vert humg
wiib candes-tht mmad tht ire bcimg tht anîy
ligt. mad never had chicken and ssad and coIe
1tasied bitter Iba t that madmushi stappet la
front of the Vule Loag la the mldsl of tht wood,
ad ot tht least of tht charma of!$bs ovtI
entertalmitleat vas tht surprise-

to both groia ups and childrea. Tht Invitations
should hi square und of htavy red ptper. ut tht
ef t of tht card «s a peau andl int drawimg of the

Mau of Tobago" carves a ieg of mtton or other
met, Mother Hubbard cuts the bread, hobby
Shafto brings coulfits and f ruits-cranberry
sauce and jellie&-amd Jack and bis beanstalit
furmish vegetable*. Little Red Rding Hood
uncavers ber basket amd contributes olives amd
pickle-tht bears are hetter wthout thera.
Simple Simon extels bis pies and tht baker's boy
briags bot buns. Tht bittle boy and girl *ho
have " waited at tht gale " pas, a " golden b utter
cake" and the Qucen praises ber bread and
honey. Little Miss Mofft bas ber curds and
whty amd Pclly lsa sked to put tht ketîle on
wbem "«My Sstr Mollie and 1 serve tes.'" But
tht crcwniag delight la wben Little Jack Horner
brings in bis "Christmas Pie"ý- wIha the
Christmtas Puddimg. After that tht Kimg culs

is pie of "four and twearîy black irds " amd dis-
tributes thbe favors with which It la 6Uled. Then
Old Kimg Colt, that "Merry Old Suul" cails fur
bis *«fiddlers Ibre" and Tom the Piper', son
begins a iîveiy lune. This may be tht signal for
an impromptu dance or silhouette pantomines
may be given. Divide tht ccmpaary hap-hsard
inoatwo groupa, cne graup In each af twroarna,
wblch art connacceti by mn arch or wide door.
Stretch a white sheet on this opemimg, and have
ont roomn alarost dark. In tht cîher, place a
brîgbt, strong light directly befaImd tht curtain,
but with sufficient space bctween for the actors.
Each acter acts out is own rhyme. Oldl Mother
Ilubbard "Bots ta tht cuphoard te get ber poor
dog a boni'' amd if you can coax a dog to lolîcu
ber se mach tht better. If ho dots unexpecttd
tblmgs don't worry-"tis the uexpted that gels
the laugh. Whea ait tibis group of acIers have
bad! their turn tht other group take Ibeir place.
Ail the urstry jingles cau be easily acted amd they
furmish a large variety. A pretlyfitIle clcan ho
givea by a Maother and Cbild. Ht bangs bis
stcckimg up be r tht chlmmey, thea the motber.boýt lputs bing 10 bd. Salta Claus cones dcwn the

,yimneymd Sl ht stockimg, lettlng the sabrp
sbsdow of encb gitft ml on tht curlain. He puIs
la aolhing but smîl, square, bard ,ncagts,
stcurely tieti with string. then disappears up tht
chîmney. Tht boy wakes and goes dirtctly ta
tbe stocking, holding up each gift as be takes t
out-amnd be takes oui a ive puppy, a vory much
ali,,kitten, s pair of skates, s hall, a hoUfe. an
acropîsme. a kilo ad everal other tbings. The"e
are bamded b bina trom bet:(;e the stocking
la such a way that it looks as thouigh they were
tombasg out ofit1. Tht uexpected contents of
the stockina esant faitbaul bring dowa ibe bhouse.
Let tht klttcm's head appear ovor îht top of tht
stocklng bcfore tht boy wakes These are only
suggestloms. lbut amy ever hosteas cau work up
them %ouber Goose idea lato amy umbirý.ol at-
tract!ve amusemets.

A MYSTERY Dîmner provokes mach anrriment
an md sensily prepartd. Besîdetmch plate place

a menu card on wblch are numbers f rom rtoteIo.
Each order is llmittd to five courses mmd tht Buet
places a cross af er those courses which hi wiahtss
strved. Suppose you order 1. 3, 3, <0. 9o. YcU-art
broughrî s glass of miter. an egg sheli. s nut. a
cup ci cnllet and s tootlfpick. If yoar guests are
&Hi close friemls-as lhey sbotuld ire 1or iis-lt isa
more than likely thut presemîly lhey wili raid the
kîtchen, frou wbhich appetlsimg odeurs art comirrg.
Dcn't let therna mb tht kitchen, but surrender
tht menu card on whih tbey will finri sometblag
like Ii-:, a glass cf vatr; 2, a sardime; 3, mn
egg shell; 4,. an olIve; i, a ut; 6, a chocoîste; 7,
a grape; A. s lump of stgar; 9. a cup of coleet;
zo, à toctbpick. Rt-arrange the tabl,lganmd
persuade them 1051aitdnwn agin. passbmg &round
pei menu csrds ona which are drswn 1cm pcuret
-eacb umerd-.a glass of water, an tggshell, a
shaaIof wbet, a potato masher, s jeliy mouiri, a

C e,à raisin and currant, a date, s cracker, and a
;en. Belmg lnterpreied. Ibis produces the ususi

Christmas dinner, though the guorts are lbath
to order a egg hbolI until some ont hrîgbtly
gatesmen that il means turhty. No erders are
brought la until ml isti are mmred. Six courses
are permitteri and when thet rsI seave of f un is
over tht missing portions cf tht dinta are tup.
plied. The wise bostess nover wats for the merri-
ment to wsea. She takes time and-the laug-
by the fortlock.
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Toaaowro. CANADA, give Home Study sud
Resident Courses leadlng to business posi-
tions. Free Bookiet explains. Write for
fi to W. H. SîIAw, 397 Tonge St,. Toronto.

A Christian college-homne,
healthfut situation.

Forprospectusand termswrite the Principal
R. I. Warier, M.A.,D.D . St. Thonage, Oint.,C TAUGHT'FE

111101 1HYOUR HOME
8ythe OldestandMo&tR*flableSchool
:rf MuîcnAmerica.-Established 1895
Piano, Organ. Violia. Mandolmn. Guitar, Das.

.. Etc. Begiers or advanced players. One
'esson weekly. Illustrations maire everythîng
coain Only expense about 2c pet day to caver

tt fotaeand musie used, Write for FRE.E
bookiet hlhex>laine everything In f ul.

AMERICAN SCHOOL OP MUSIC
4 LIssade Busla. Chwaeag

TAMMERINC
opRSTUTTERING

posIively and permanently over

corne. Our natural Methoda per.
manently restore naturel speech.
Successful p upîls everywhere.
Write for free advlce and liter-
ature.

The ARNOTT INSTITUTE
BERLIN, ONTý

Royal Victoria
College>
MONTREAL

THE RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE

FOR WOMEN STUDENTS 0F

McGILL UNI VERSITY

Studenta (bath resident and day)

prepared for degrees in Arts. Pure

Science and Music. Scholarshîps

are awarded annually. For Pro>s-

pectus and informnation apply to

the Warden.

à,earn to Play the I'iano
InOne Evening

lea. wn tyouq tus n yoffive dayo 100

tructioni for plalaw ful a

Esa x ea L ..

ma on .8 D "0

As Sbm >e As

A potait ard
W4tý, >bringe It to you

Would you give a penny
ta leani ta play tihe Piano or

organ in one evening? Ira-
" p ossblet No. notatall. Hun-

Îe fthousands of others
who neyer played before, played
their first Piece in tsIa few

minutes. VIEN WYCAN'T

"My boy,.w'ho eould neyer Pl"r a notesa t down and
pls*sd Ihesepiefflli- B alht.'- MEs.21 i'aOr, 11%all

1-'I se ould learn acything about musitauntl 1 g0t

;'Easy Yoean* 1 lea.ne to Pay a plana andS4cary the
tOu v&rts la au houe." «ýUflm

On requtat we will semd Yeu abuustandB i .Iultiar
letters front almost evey part 0f th world.

Doesn't thia convInet e u tbaI yCm oea"pl
this woaderful Sw methOd?

Any chld or *Id persaoea Rno=W undesada
Pay the Piano or Organ wil't priçovions knowl.
edgt. No teacher. No tedias suction-s hi mail.
Slaaaly write us a pot card, sayimg.'--P"e" und
meu Easy Fo, music for 5 day"' freete-rsi If 1
don't wantta purhaýset. 1 I W tira lpompt-
ly." Be sure to answer thme e uitOaS

210w any whte keys On Yottr piano.or cam? Do
yoal play nte music?

We wlll then mmd you compiettinlstruc'tions. te.
gether wllb 100 of the world'a mos beaulIfail pîees
of music. If yau find You caPlay ai tWcýendag
us S .150 la 5daym after you reeve telite said
$1.00 a motb until 86.50 lanaIl ta pald. If you mr
mot dellghted wlth the musc. mail httao us ia 5
daym mnd owe us nothing. lsn*'that fair oaoughp

Addres-EAST METHI)DMUSICC.
U52 Glarksam 81dB. _Chicao.


