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LITERARY NOTES.

Professer Sayce hias left Oxford for a tour iii Egypt ; wliile

there hoe iîîtends te copy the cuneiforni tablets which are 110w

being collected in Cire.

Mr. T. Il. MWirrcn, President of Mýagdaien Coilege, Oxford,

lias long been engaged on an edition of Plato's Reigullie. Ilebas

at last issued, tlîrougb Maclfillaii & Ce., a volume in wilii

the irst five books have been edited. Thore lias been a long,

feit want for such a work and wliile there are admirable

translationîs of the JI?eputblic, yet there is ne good text witlî

English notes. Thîis will be heartily welcoîned by Honour

Classical men in the University.

Richard Hoit Hutton lias the reputation of being eue of the

best living Englisi essayists, and the popularity of bis

'Literary Essays" (D. T. McAinsh), which bias passed inte

its third edition, is suflicient proof that hoe is a very able writer.

In the new volume hie writes on :Goethe and bis Influence,

The Genius of Wordswor'th, Shelley and bis Poetry ; Mn.

Browning, The iPoctry of the 01(1 Testament, Artbur Hugh

Cleugli, The Poetry of Mtew Arnold, Tennyson and

Nathaniel Hawthîorne; ail are niastierly productions. The

one on Tennyson is specialiy finle.

C. C. McCaul, B.A. '79, bias sent TnE VAîlsî'nv a copy of

blis inaugural address as Presidenit of the Lethbridge (N.W.T.)

Scieîitific and Historical Society. Thîis society bias set befere

it most wortlîy ebjects thiat of gathering together and pie-

serving the histonical records and traditions of the Territories,

their faune and fiera,' and other facts of interest and importance,

besides, of course, scientific and lîistoricai. work of a general

kind. Letlibridge is the centre of the great ceai region of the

N. W. Territoi'ies and is rapidly puslîing to the front. It is

pleasiîîg, tlierefore, te sec that the inhabitants are net wlîolly

givenl ever te niateriai pursuits, lîut that they have the time

and inclinationî te devote te literary and scientific studies.

?4Nl. McCaul's address is einiîieitly practical iii tene, and if it

neflects the spirit, as we bave reason te believe it (1005, of

the Society iii general, then the niew Society is bouîîd te suc-

ceed and te beceme a centre of liglit anîd learnîing în the Teroi-

tories.

COMMUNICATIONS
Tiiir Editors are îîet resjioisible for the opinions of correspond-

ents. No nlotice 'viii be taken of uîîsigned contributions.

THE PROPOSED 'VARSITY BASEBALL, CLUB
TOUR.

7b the Eefflo' of THFIVARSIi'v.

,Si Rs -Will you kindiy aliow mie a short space în your

valuablo coiumns, in order te briîîg bofore the undengraduatos

generaliy a scheme, just new in the bud, but wbichi, 1 tlîink,

ivili comuîîend itseif to ail tiiose wlîo feel an interest iii tlieir

Aima Mater, and in sport generally , I refer te the proposed

basebali tour tlîrougli the i arious Ainerican colleces.

This sclienie bias been more or less discussed by tîte base-

haliers during the present year. On tue face of it, it seems

a ratiier ambitieus undertaking, hiut wheîî we fairly considen

the question, it becomes quite feasi hie.

Thiere are several very important q1uestionis te be considered.

Can a representati\'e college teain bo got te go, which wilh h)e

abie te play wining gy ainles? What benefit are we iikely te

derivo fnom sncb a tour, either directiy or indinectiy ? Cen

imoney be raised in ordon te start the team, whîcli caniiot be

expected te go at their own cxpeiise?

With regard te, the first, 1 maly say that I think the Base-

ball Club now contains at ieast one teami of very streng

Players ; iii fact, alînost if net the strongrest the 'Varsit' bias

even had iii the field.* The teaml would includo sovonal mout

Wbo are individually as good bail players as almest any of the

amateurs in any coilegO.
Besebali is quite a modern gaule iii the University ;a decae

ago it was unknoWn. But a club lias been organizod for five

on six yoars, and 1ls during this tîne playod matches witb tbe

leading amateur clubs in the city, and lias won 7.5 per cent. of

tbem, a geod s}îowing for a youîîg club.

B3ut good inidividual play withiout equally good combination
is only likely te, alinost, but not quite, \vin the gaules, ani
niuch tearni practice and individual traiiiing is necessary for
such an undertaking, and if aniyone concernied could suggest a
place where team practice could, be held, such a suggestion
would be most thankfully received.

One of the iirniediate etlè3cts would be the creation of a bet.
ter esprit de coîï)tA between the students in our University and
those of the Aitericait colleges. B'esides, a greater interest
concerning Toronto University would be created iii the young
Ainerican minds. How is it we have se few Americant stu-
dents liore? I know there are a large nuinber at the Agricul-
tural College, and aise at the Veteriniary College. 1 venture te
say that one principal reason is, the lack of a general athletic
spirit, that so characterizes ail the Aierican colleges. In this
way aise American students wvould be led to attend our Uni.
versity.

Again, a basebail tearn is the only one we could send ;for
the Amiericans do not play either Rugby or Association Foot-
ball as we do, wbile lacrosse and cricket are scarcely played
there at ail.

The third q1uestion is an imîportant one. 1 inay say that
replies offering good guaranitees hav e been received fromn sev-
cral of the leading colleges e.g.,Yatle and Coiîîell, but net enougb
ojustify ateainin startîng on any trip. The uîîdergraduates,

however, migbt do a great deal in the way of a subscription
list or somnething of the kind.

Feb. 6th, 1889.

COLLEGE, SOCIETIES.

7b~ the Editors of THR VARSITY.

Sîns,- I)uiig the past year or two there lias been one cir-
cuîîîstaîîce becemning every week more and more noticeable
aîîd it is a tlîing greatly to be laniented :Oui. societies are
l)ecoriiin- more and nmore (lea(l cre-atures. Tiiose not already
dead to ail good are fast becomiing so. An olibrnsive littie odor
rises îîow anîd theîi, wliiclî tells us that the one-tiine robust
fraîne of the Literary Society lias becomie already al victill to
intelleetual starvation ;a plaintive, effleiiaite ililljstad-
ible, conivineeýs us tliat the Mlodemn Laniguage Club yet lives,
l)ut is ini a1 rapid (leclife ;while, although the I'olitical Scienîce
lias l)eeii much streîîgthenied hy the late generous supply of
fresli and supporting, aliment, it is yet in a precarieus condi-
tion, anl a r'elapse is hourly expected. And hio%% miuch more
iiîighit lie said of other equally valuable associations.

A UJniversity, I. take it-and surely it is the more cosmiopoli-
tan acceptation of the tern a, University sbould emnbrace
and foster ail and every institution where instruction, practical
and theoreticai, miay be aîid is ohtained. And so bias ouî
Uniiversity donle bier duty in tlîi.s respect. Wbile yet ni emi-
bryonic existence sbe had ber various associations,, alidi they
were, in those olden days, conducive of material good, and
flourishing. But tbey, like the Indian from 'our 1îiains, are
vanishing fromn ouir hlls. Now, sirs, how is it that sucli sîold
bo the case? we have to-day ,just als sînart aîîd ahle, mnen in Ouir
college precincts as theni.

But have you not noticed that eacli Ycal seemls more and
more to take a Ilwali-eyed " view of a course in college ?1 Iau)
not, sirs, inclined to pessiînistic views, or to belittie nîly suc-
cessers ; but somnehow eacb advancing year sems te be colil-
posed ever more exclusively of " plugs "- (I need flot explain).
Men appear te tlîink that if tbey have not tbeir optics ever
screwed down to soine printed sijeet, tbey 'v iii be missing the
essential object of a course. That is trule to sine extent. But
is it comparatively truc that mucb may be iearwit at these
societies i In very sootb, do net both go hand iii iand; and
tbe crie is most beneficial. when associated with the other? 1
will not tell yeu how nîucb may thus be learnt in rubbing off'
tlîe excresences of a hitherto almost hermit life and iii giving
a manly carniage te the sbaping character. In fine, gentlemen
of the First Year seeml te tbink that tbey are being duped,
when asked by tbeir seniors te jein some Society. And while
tbis lests, se long will each of our secieties be a nuility and of
ne influence. Lot us take an interest and pride in our student
institutions.

Ijniv. -Coll., Feb. 5tlî, 1889. W. C. H.
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