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THE STRAIN OF THE WINTER WREN.
In a cool recess, where the water-cress
And the velvet-mosses grow,
By the swamp’s dim bed, at a fountain's head,
A sylvan seat T know
And there you may hear, sweet, strong and
clear, '
At the early dawn, or whea
The twilight dews their stars dittuse,
The strain of the winter wren.

A naiad’s song the rceds among—
Love’s carol across the hills—

A lilting tune o’ light-heart June
Along the hurrying rills—

All these and more fling out their store,
Which melt together, when

There breaks on the ear, sweet, strong and clear,
The strain of the winter wren.

Brown bit of clay, no soul could stay
N . “
For long in that narrow paxt,

Thy breast it fills and then it thrills

The greater human heart ;

It ripples forth to gladden earth,
The theme of some eager pen,

And the ages hear, sweet, strong, and clear,
The stra'n of the winter wren !

. ROBERT ELLIOTT.
Plover Mills, Ont.
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THE STORY OF A FAMILY MIGRATION.

All the records of the early days of any
regiom are of some voalue.  The following
g only anaceonnt of o fandly’s settlement
o Canada, and of it reasons and results,
as githered fron old papers, portradts and
tradition ; but so rembirkably meagre arve
the existing written or authentie contri-
butivus o tiw history of the large
district, of whose community they formed
part —the western frontier counties  of
Lower Canada — s0 completely have al-
msst all early letters and documents re-
Lating to their period of settlensent (1783-
1840) disappenred, that the writer has
little doubt that the present sketel, how-
ever worthless, will in sowe degree 1e-
whin a  reference.  This will be hisex-
cuse for o somewhat excursive narrative,
The Lnglish-peakivg people of the bor-
der covmties ceferred to, long formed o
community by themselves.  Towards the
eust, they were separated om the ope
hand, by Lake Chapplain and by o wedge
of Fremcih population along the Richelieu
river, ifrome the Bastern Townships pro-
per.
tan r.glon, stretehing alcng the irontier
in the form of the Clhiateauguay Hills,
kept thom apart from any large Ameri-
can centre; while the great St. Lawrence,
there widened nto Lakes St. Francis and
St. Louls, wolated them on the North
and West. A few Tnited Iinypire lLoyal-
ists had made some openings in the bugh,
after the War of the Revolution, hut set-
tlement was discouraged by the Govern-
awent for military reasons, until come
thme after the war of 1812, when, es-
pecially  fromy about 1820, a  general
arovement, chieily of Scoteh mmigrants,
took place into the present countles  of
Huntingden, Chateauguay and B auhar-
nois, and the country gave proyuise  of
rupid ‘mprovements. The townships of La-
colle amd Odeltowan, which had previously
made considerable advances, took part.

Iu Lacolle, a few acres from the:ron-
tler 1ne, and six miles from Lake Cham-
pkain, stand the handscme old house and
park, named Rocklitie Wood, the demesne
of the Setgnfory. By its tall fluted pil-
tars, trim-kept lawne and ncble trees, It
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attracts the traveller’s glance.  An ex-
tate of a thonsamd aeres, el resemb-
ling an English one, surrounds it, about
haif cn the Canadian, half on the Amner?-
can side, teneed for the anoxt part by a
solld amsoory wall runn’ng uwp hill and
down dale over the country. Here was
estivhiixhed, I 18235, the earliest stock-
farin ip Canada. The father o, Canailian
steck-farnding was Henry Iloyle, a Lan-
cash.re gentleman, whose grandson still
inhablits Rockliffe Wood, He was born
near Bacupakout In 1783, on lands which
for muany centuries had belonged to his
rmily.  The latter may be deseribed, in
the bphr-use of Do Quincey, as “at least
belong . ng to the armigerous portion of
tlie population,” as appoars by old ceals,
tetpers, and gimflar Indications, in the pos-
sessicn of Ws degeenduants, though his
own occupation was that of furmier and
eloth mavnwfaeturer. He was a man of
wpright conselerce and strong religious
jervieur.  During the war of 1812,  his
brother Robert, DLiter generally koown as
Colonel Robert Hoyle, ol Stanstead, cane
to Canada, and engaging in armly con-
tractug for supplics, and in Iumbering on
the Dttawa, acquired a large tract of
lamd on the Lacolle border, which he nam-
ol Hoylesville, and n conpeetion  with
Nis operaticns, obtained advanres, appar-
wrntly both in celoth and noney,
flenry. After the elose of the war, Rob-
ort found his estate In dif iculties. Henry
Quebesr ‘n 1816 to safeguard
his ‘mterests, travelled through by Mont-
renl to Lacolle, took over Hoylesvile m
part settlement, and proceeded to New
York, where he engagxl his return pas-
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sitiled  to

gage. During the jourury he kept a di-
ary o three sawdl by ks owhh are
preserved. On the evening before the

day appointed for sailling, he was pre-
went at n party in New York., Hisdiary
enthusinstionily meords his laprasicas ol
u Knickerbocker widow and her three
peautiful daughters, who were present as
visitors fromy Albany. His heart was at
cmee and irretrievably lost, he gave up
his passage, and prissed sult for the
hamd of the widow, Mrs. Ten Iiyck Schuy-
ler, who he was not reluctant to hear was
gaid to be one of the best matches -in
the State. He was acceptod, married her,
and forthwith proceeded to her place at
Troy, near Albany. The Ten Eyck Schuyler
mansion (for by the latter name the
houses of the New York gentry  were
known), the home of Mrs. Schuyler and
her {irst family, now known as the “Old
Hoyle House,” is still the wost promin
ent historical landicerk of the city  of
Troy. In its day it was omne of the great
mansions of the Hudson, amd was sur-
rouvnded with gardens and trees and an
“egtate,” or comwbined grounds and farm,
of about 73 acres; now it stands gannt
and bare io the railroad shunting-
ground of the vast Burden Iron Works.
The Duteh territorial aristocracy of the
ex-Royal ¥®Province at that period still
held a kindly and generous sway, and
the old families were bound together by
tles of traditional position and alliapee.
Mrs. Hoyle, a Visscher, of Claverack, was
closely comnected by blood with Stephen
Van Rensselaer, the [ifth Patroon Lord
of Albany, whnose princely manor-howse,
built n 1763, stood a few miles down
the river, on the outskirts of that city,
‘n the midst qf his poss 8 fons, the two
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counties of Albany and lim.-:selﬂe‘f'hur;&
iirst busband, Major Ten Eyc“k"’c T
ceqresented the leading fame pe 5
country listorieally, He was wohartt
orite nephew of General Pllf”l? rlﬁ
to whom was due the defeat O ! ey
aml therefore the success Of theg i
tion; and his ancestors, squliré xfi,
flatts, Newark, Saratogis and .wr:‘.f‘
ward, including an cxtrmjrdiﬂ?“".hlltldi'
statesanen and soldiers, had B9 smmr.eﬂ"
to have been the prineipal 1““{3 wﬂ:
the breaking of French power '& i
ca., Anmong his cousins bY m””* ;zm\“’:
the I'atroem Van Rensselaer ﬂnfi on ¥
Hamflton, who, next to W”sh;‘?gn o
nnde the United States & D".‘tjon;;ef‘:‘#
another nime in the nest Of ¢ "

wits DPresident Van Durel, know?
tionily as “Cousin Matty.” ]nolwl .
ven  the posse:sions LA cﬂ“"'

surroumdings of Mrs. Hoyle "'ﬂn. e,;ei‘:
erwted by mins of the recorts x..:e ‘:
amd by portions prewel‘\'{‘f‘l"» o ¥
Burin furm, on part of whic et
stood, she had inherited [roW ; abo
er’s family, It now cmlsl\'-“e'({op- for™
acres, valuable on acenunt ol 1';16 W
part of the city of Troy
L becen erected by hes qdre
irom whom she held for nfel' \'(:\hrl( Vﬂ::
portion of the great frort ]“d‘,ﬂ atk
of the Nchuylers, She bad
tween six and seven {housadt
that  tinse
times the amount tu-dud- ;0 1B #
inherited tromy - Aingland 09 ral o
tate of her granduncl? Ge]:;dler it
Fischer, (Visscher) of the Gl?ie nt o
who had greatly disblﬂ'gm;‘rench wf,ff
Guadaloupe, tight'ng the i
the  end of the last cent“]'u"w “i
share of valuables, aulob& ‘Y; S ’
nll his silver plate beariD8 hlof tne
tered with the amcient 11011ﬂ ; hi#
vors, the family coat-of-arm pe wt s
T.ady Sarah Trawver. <
the house —in which,
murks, the fiveplaces
brought from Italy,”
of portraits, the accuu “l R
gomerations Moy et “11'8119: ﬂ.nitfl
Viesohers, Ten Lycks, VAR 2 tp
Cortlands. The furniture, ot
heirloomy, . but eleganbs oot gl
were specialists cn that pun dgo¥” ¥
coneh and black footmal cUe jibr
envious tradition, which v er wed” ot
Hoyle was misled a$ to
statement easily refuted
The housebold servants ly o .
In 1811, a grand cerew? gr® ¢
son had 10 by T v g
sion had been held U sY {
ler, and all were set tree.iﬂ qul‘g'y,
not abolished by Statuwm Oftr’ p
until 1883, Gatnering (190, 8% J oy
tradition, Mrs. Hoyle w_’mnn fo” g
eyed, lively-natured ¥°
ciety and generous het iy
Schuyler had been 1K€ Lo
ities, but he wils bloﬂd'e;ywn‘ 0 of’p
queue, of a peauntiful b-ret chk(; !
gled with her own @ of et 8 "‘Bd
a number of brovchts 1e no
ments. In these dﬁyf anc?!
centre of onpex}lwnde" - wh?

o . pters g
pitality. The dauvg d 2822 gl
—Sarahb, Cornelia, &% o $10® ﬂf’p’
cated in the best SC:Y €

especially ‘u the P‘“‘u' 0"
of silk pletures. T heilré"'
Albuny soclety.
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