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THE WEEK.

Whataver may ho the, menite or denserits

4 t Dalton McCartiiy's pelicy, er the.
N'UitY or otiierwis.et fis resens for sep.

~tb imselt tromn the party with wiiich
S long sud closely associated, hie cor-

t deserves the. thanke et the. country
0? forcing the. political leader@ te, discusà

~~i fara in public. Suci addreus as
~lO~Wiich were 'givon the. other day in

.%lgvleby Lthe Minister et finance sud
eto0 hie colleagues, as well as these

*hUcii have beau made by Mr. McCartiy
14 ie admirera, &Il ielp te develop poli-
tl% 1 Intelligence, an~d ne promoe good gev.
tr%Ilert IL will ho the begiuniug et botter
lwi Ir Canadian pelitics wheu Cabinet
'iters sud their oppouents shaîl flnd

44evos compelled te rely leue upon party
* taltyb Goverument influence, local appra-

Prtlktioe ar d even more ebjectianable

41%'18 for suce iu elections, sud more
nghi ability co onvince bennet aud

~Igent citizens, by dint et fair sud
1~kargument, that the beat intereste ot

t49011rtry are ster in their bande than
~would b. in those of their opponents.

&- 1k8 end iL in probably better that thora
* - tire. parties iu the. field tian bat

The more discussion et the. right kiud
tl prester the. variety in the stand-

Leýt1jo the speakera, tii. moe povorful
&Vthe educational- influence exerted.
the more thorougiily areused the. people

ý%11O te the. national importance et the
aeeirsundfr discussion, the, leus danger

tb1ere ho et their being dominated by
.Plejudices, or tempted by aordid con-

4%in We have tor nome time paet

ze tbat tiie country is about entering
%1ena et purer pelitios. Suci utt or-

as~ the. strcng sud spparently sincere
eto O the, Finance Minister at

ReviYlle, in faveur et more intelligent
4et ira public affaire sud more incor-

%lliyon tii.part et the. electerate,
%el uhe that hp.I ahosaid that

ikPrOtettatieus are ciieap. Grauted, yet
arevatly better than, mneerseat the al-

1 bb hYpecrisy efthLise wiio may, from time
%,lIi iProfto te h etrlving te punity

Polities.
IL ii.uth Finauce Miuister sud his col-

cOmmenced their promised investi-
Y 'ite the werkings of the. National

?~it eeemed te us, as te many ethers,
ikotI, e mmnu that the. investigation

ba-ldhve bee confined fer a time se
* ~8y LOthe classes for the. protection et

iltd.eet the. tariff was tramed, sud
tt14 1t, hesitate te express our opinion
auwa Ilin~vestigation wonld fail te st-

tik cOrtv Wiiatever may have been
%'104al intention, tiie Goverumeut ha.

tly cerne te the conclusion that
L~004111nera et the. pretected goods muet
00,811ted au well as Lhe producer. At

Qfj "Il esM. ter d.clared tiat the.40ru4ert i liteaig t fainea'delega-

653

tiens, te the representatives et the labour
associations, and ta the mnufacturera of the,
country ; in a word, te the. consumera as
well a to the, producere, and that it prc-
poseos to balance the. information gained and
to embady the resuit in a revision of the
tariff at the next session of Parliamient.
That in so, far satisfactory. If and in
so far as the new policy to ho presented
accords with the. viewe of the msjority cf
the people, it willbe sure ef popular sup-
port. The. method is, it muet be admitted,
somewhat new, suid approaches more nearly
te the principle cf the plehiecite than its
authora would penhape be willing to admit:-
W. presume, however, that Mr. Foster
would say tbat it ils facts, net opinions,
which hou ie seeking te elicit, and that the
Governwent will still sot upon its own
judgment and flot upon the moe balance ef
popular opinions iu frsming its policy, thn
preserving the cherisbed principle et respon.
sible goverument,

Whatever imùportance the. Ministers may
attach te the statements et the Patrons ef
Induetry wbo addressed themn at Orangeville
with reference to the tariff, there je one
peint ta which the. Patrons oalled attention,
which je worthy of more attention than It
has yet received. We refer te the etreug
represeutations which were made touching
the practice of acoepting free passes tramn
the. railways, which in said te, be that et the.
great msjority of the. members et Parlis.
ment.. It in obviously aiwaye possible, as
Mr. Johnson pointed eut, that the member
nsing the. pane, and thn placing ltimaelf
under a pecuniary compliment te the. rail.
W&Y autiiorities, may 'be called upon mly
day Wo vote upon nome bull submitted on
behalf ef that railway, or involving a consid-
erable sum from. the public tonde in &id et
nome enterprise in whioh the. managers ot
that railway are interested. It ie certainly
strauge that Parliament, which ha. enacted
se mauy stringent mesaures te guard the.
independence ot ite members, aheuld heui-
tata te purge itel fromn suspicion iu this
respect. Whounosme prominent members
thought it worth wiiile lwat session te de.
clare on the floor et the. Houée that they
individuslly accepted ne passes, the wouder
is that evtry otiier member, soeing what
wau implied in sucb denial sud snob refusai,
did net feel called upon either to maie a
similar declaration, or to defend the. aooept-
anc. cf passes against the. aspersion, or te
protess penitence sud promise referai.

To our t iiinking, thore is, iiowever, an-
other aspeoct et the railway-pass question,
net touched upon by the. representatives et
the. Patrons et Industry, which je werthy et
the attentien ef the. Momber. et Parliament
in their capaeity of guardians et the. rigits
snd interesta et the peeple whese reprernen.
tatives they are. This aspect is suggeeted
by tho propesal which Mr. MoLean touched
upon at the. meeting in Bolton, sud wiiicii
h. hsd betere advocatod t rom hie place
ini the Commens. W. refey te the.
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question viiether th.o prevailing tares fer
railway travelling in the Dominion are net
tee higi, especially in view et the, tact thst
the, raiîroade8 have been se, liberally aided
from, municipal sud public tonds, snd
whetiier Parliament eiiould net intertere te
compel a reduction. If it ho true, as in
eurely beond question, that the. people,
through their repreteutatlves in Parlis.
ment, have a moral right te a veice ln de-
termining the, policy et the. railraads, iLta fo-
loa that they have s similar right te torbid
tavouritism. iu their management, sud to
ineit that ne clam et citizons shaîl be carried
treeofe charge, seing that it inevitably f ol.
Iowa that Lie readasewing suoi tsvouritiom
muet save theuelves fremn lama by ciiarging
higiier rates te otier travellers than would
b. otherwise necessary. We refer te the.
whole system. of fre. passes, net simply te
tiose granted te legislator. Tenching the
general question of public centrol cf rail-
ways, which je evideutly coming te the. front
et ne very distant day, name tacte stated by
Proeesor Coin, et Gettingen, in the. ec-r
rent number ot tii. IlJournal et Pelitical
Ecouomy," publisiied under the auspices et
Chicago University, with regard te the.
working of tiie Prussian system, are of
great interest snd importance. Iu Prussie
the. railways were purchased by the. State iu
1879, or rather in that year tiie eystem et
public management was cemmenced by the
passage cf the. flrst bill empewering suoh
purebase. Âltiieugh very liberal prions
were paid for roads, Professer Coin sumo
op the. resultu et twelve or tourteen yeta
ot State managemeut as follews:

il Rchi year the. railway. net ouly psid
in full the, interost ou the. railway debt, but
that on the entire State debt. In addition
the7 yielded a very subétantial surplus,
whicii in the fircal yesr fromn A pril Lit,
1889, Wo Marcii 3let, 1890, reached the.
maximum amount cf $35,000,000. More-
ever, more than $135,000,000 et the. rail.
way debt has been extîuguiehed. IL in
furtiier te h. observed that the. surplus In
th. Prussian railway system is net the. con-
sequence cf a narraw policy as te rates, Iu
Prussia and Germany ne practicai man,
thinks et returning te the private corpora.
tien system."

Of course Canada in uaL Pruesia, sud
the. conditions of railway onustruction sud
service are ne deubt no different as te make
iL ueeesary te reamen from, tiie ene te the~
otiier very cautieusly. But the. question
et Parliameutary oontrol et rates ie, or ougiit
te be, even uow witbin the. rosim ot practiesl
pelitics in Canada.

THE ANNEXATION 0F CANADA.

At a time wheai New York new8papers
are sedlng emissarles to Canada lu searcli
of Annexation sentiment, and dismissals are
being made In the Public service In Can-
ada of thoae -ho have spoken too freely
on the aibWet, it eau scareîy be denied
thiat Annexation le a proînînent question
of the day. Indeed it would be very Ring-
ular il two coulutries having so moich In
eommon, as have the Uinited States and


