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and lu the manoeuvres of parties to secure a vantage ground for tlie

coming Presidential Election. Nothiug, passed but profligate grants of

public money in pensions, the real object of whicli was electoral corruption.

Nations will have to face this prolilem, and to face it soon ; if tliey

fail to solve it, the disorganization. of Parliamientary Governiment and the

faîl of Parliamentary Institutions are apparently only questions of time.

WITH the Ilmending or ending " of the H.omse of Lords is Iikely to

corne the euding, of the State Churcli of England. Tlie tlireads of tlie two

lives are closely entwined witli each other. Leading Clurcîmen are not

aIl lilind to the approacli of Disestablisliment, nor do tliey alI see it with

dismay. Ritualists long to lie f ree fromn tlie Act of Uniformity and from

the lay autlorities whichi enforce it. Bishop Abraham in a published

sermon deprecates any present dealingq witli the organization of the

Church courts on the ground that IlDisestablisliment is, as ho in common

with inany others thinks, within measureable distance," and tliat it will lie

hetter to leave the Churcli wlen disestablished to deal freely witl tlie

whole question. H1e cites Ilone of the higliest prelates in the ]and, and

one wlo is better acquainted with tlie mind and fee1ýngs of the working
classes lu the mining and manufacturing counities than any of lis lirethren,"

as an authority for the statement that the classes about to lie enfrancliised,
thougli not hostile to the Chiurch as a Churcli, are liostile to the Establisli-

ment. Not the Radical artisans only, but tlie wliole spirit of tlie age is

plainly aïverse to the interference of the State in matters of opinion

either in the way of repression or support, and in favour of freo and

unbiassed conviction as our only gaarautee for truth. Moreover, tlie

differences between parties within the Churcli are fundamental, while

their contentions are scandalous and disastrous. Stili tlie statesman wlio,

as the elect of the new constituency, inay lie called upon to carry put

Disestablishment will have to use tenderness and caution. The manu-

facturing and mining districts are îiot England. Their population,
witli its activity of mind and its radicalisni, is comparatively a recent

growth. lu the time of Cliarles 1. those moorland8 were thinly peopled,
while sudh population as there was, iïistead. of being Radical, had remained

feudal and Royalist ; only lu a few towns, sudl as Bradford, Leeds and

Manchester, wliere the germsq of mi-anufactures lad appeared, did the
Parliamentary leader flnd. support. The ancient churcles are few, the

ancient endowmenits scanity lu proportion to the vast masses of population
now gatliered in the manufacturing centres ; the religions life of the

people is largely organized in Nonconforinity, while the Churdli of England

may lie said to lie alreadly almost on a voluikary footing, depending on the

zeal and munificence of lier own ruembers far more than on State aid for

the multiplication of lier edifices and the extension of lier efforts, liotl of

which, during a recent period, have been great. In those districts, there fore,
the sliock would lie'cotnparatively sliglit ; little woiuld bo aflected beyondl

the political dignity of the prelates and dlergy of the, Establishment. But

it would lie far otherwise ln the soutli of England and lu the rural

districts generally, where society lias its immemorial centres i11 the

cathedral and the parislh durcît. There, Disestablishument would lie a

revolution indeed, social as well as ecclesiastical ; while the religious life of

the people, unless the transaction were wisely regulated, miglit lie throwu

for a time into confusion. Why (lid not 1)estiny assigu the Disestablish-

ment to Mr. Gladstone, instead of setting liim te deal with sudh questions

as those of Ireland and Egypt 'f No statesman was ever se fitted by genius

and cliaracter for a work whicl would have glorieusly crowned bis illus-
trious career.

MARK PArrTISON, wlho died the other day, besides being a mtan of singu-

lar erudition, a writer of great excellence, and a social figure of importance,

was notable lu the history of opinion. As an educationist lie was the arcli

enemy of the examination systeru, and waged against it a somnewhat

indiscriminate war, forgetting that the bulk of students at a University

not liaving, like himself, special gifts and tastes, needed something te

supply them witl a detinite aim, a stimulus and a test, while the instru-

ment, liowever coarse and defective, was the only one yet devised. Lu

truth, lie not only liated examinations, but regarded the educational fune-
tiens of the University altogether with exceedingly little love. Univer-

sity revenues lie desired to see devoted above ail things to the Eudowment

of Researchi. The history of endowments was against him, and seemed te

show that assured income and dignity were net usually spurs te intellectual

toil; nor did lis owu example strengtheu lis case : thougli installed lu a

ridli Headship, witl nominal work and abundant leisure for researchi, lie

produced ne biook at all wortly of his learning. is IlLife of Casaulion,"
thougl publisled after lis appointment, lad licou written liefore it.

Those wlo saw him or read lis writings ouly in bis later years would

iardly have believed that in the days of Newman's as'cendancy at Oxford

ie had been one of the most ardent of the grreat Tràctarian's disciples, and

wvas supposed to have gone with him very near the brink of secession to

Rome. He recoiled, however, and with a vengeance, as did others not

afew ; and having been swept by Tractaria nism from his original

moorings, it is doubtful whether lie ever found another liaven. Hie, ho-

ever. defended Theism against Agnosticism. That anclior lield.

A BYSTÂNDER.

HERE AND TIIERE.

TiHANKS, probably, in some measure to the choiera scare, the insanitary

condition of Toronto Bay, which was pointed out in TuE WEEK two montlis

ago, lias awakçened tlie public mind to a sense of danger. The local prints

contain almost daily reference to the nuisance caused by the discliarge Of

sewage into tlie several slips-a primitive mode of drainage scarcely credit-

able to a city of over a liundred thousand of population. A moment%5

reflection on the varied purposes for whicli the Bay is used will suffice to

sliow the importance of tliis matter. In tlie summer montlis it is con-

tinually covered by boats and vessels used in pursuit of pleasure or

b)usiness, and the effluvia thrown off wlien a tropical sun beats down upon

its stili waters is inconceivably offensive and dangerous, rivalling evefi

those of Cologyne of odorous miemory. It is tlie daily resort of bathers and

amateur fishers, and the prey wliich falîs to tlie lines of tlie latter can

hardly lie improved hy the infusion of sewage which tlie water contains.

In winter the Bay is an el dorado to tlie city ice-dealers, and to say the

least it is not pleasant to tliink the iced-water one uses in the dog-days i5

flavoured with Iast year's sewage. And we may add to this, that the

popular Island-one of Toronto's most valuable lungs-will rapidlY

depr'eciate if the waters whicli wash its sliores are permitted to carry seeds

of pestilence in solution. The inatter is one tliat must eventuâlly receiVe9

attention, and the sooner tlie better. There is no necessity to seriouslY

disturli the existing systein of drainage. An intercepting sewer miglit be

run along the Esplanade to colleet the refuse and carry it out to sornle

central spot to lie deodorized and discliarged into the Lake or to adapt it

for fertilizing purpuses.

TiIERE is a decided impression in tlie popular mind of Toronto that

electricity as a street illuminator is a failure. It may lie that, in the

near future, the clectrie liglit will generally supersede gas, but the hour 15

not yet. The liglit itself is iiot pleasant to look upon, and it gives a

gliastly appearance to many obJects, notably tlie liuman countenance. I

is, moreover, cold, and does not throw so genial a glow upon the tliorough-
fares-a not unimportant feature in winter. Perclied at the top O

hideous poles, wliose attaching wires swving about in ungraceful confusioli,

the electrie <'andin wastes iLS sweetness and liglit in illumninating upper

storeys, whilst whien brouglit to a lower level, it is unpleasant to the eyes.

Moreover, it casts a very b)lack shadow, wliicli the unsteadiness of the

liglit inakes exceedingly irritating. And, further, the sliglhtest liitch inl

the machinery, or the înerest tampering liy a small boy, breaks the circuit

and leaves wliole districts in E,yptian darkness. In London, England, it

was tried in the city, and was found wanting-tiree systenis being under

experiment at once. The authorities were glad to go back to tlie Old

familiar coal-gas-the more readily because the gas companies, put on hi

mettie by the competition, had purifled their gas, put in additional and

improved hurners in tlie street lamps, and placed tlie pîllars dloser togetlier.

The consequence is that the Ilcity " is to-day better and more cheaplY

lighted by gas than it ever was by electricity. I1f the Toronto gas comPanY

were to bestir itself in like manner-were to increase the numnber of launps'

put in from three to five patent burners to ecli pillar, and surmount eadh

lamp by a reflector-it would be safe to predict that both autliorities aiid

citizens would gladly go back to illumination by gas.

THiAT Hanlan, tlie idolized Canadian oarsmau, lias really been defeated

on lis merits liy an unknown Australian sculler, no IlCanuck " can yet be
brouglit to lielieve. Many admirers declare that climatie influences illu5t

have contributed to his defeat ; others openly say lie must liave sold the

race. It is significant of tlie moral toue of tlie sporting world that th'

followers of an international cliampion sliould readily entertain se damagg1ing

a conjecture, and, reversing the old consolatory cry, swear that lie is flot

beaten, thougli lie may lie dislionoured. This is the unfortunate tendelcy

of sport now-a-days. Manly sports are productive of mudli good, and
wlien engaged in by gentlemen in a rational. manner, are free fromn ObjeÇ'

tion. But the moment tley are made a business of liy professionals, aiid

are made the medium of betting, lionour and tliey part company, and the

596 -


