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is such a thing as fresh fish, but if I were in shambles,
where ail was piscatorial rottenness, 1 should hold my
nose."

McKnom . But let us look more closely at political
virtue. What, Dr. Facile, do you consider your chief duty
as a member of Parliament '1"

Dr. Facile: "lTo carry out niy pledges. In my address
to my constituents 1 set out the policy of rny party and
proclaimed myseif a follower of my leader. It is my duty
on ail occasions to be in my place in Parliament to support
by speech and vote the policy of miy party and to uphold
my leader."

McIÛtom. "IlBut do questions neyer arise flot embraced
in the set of pledges you made your constitueuts ?"

Dr. Facile. " Certainly. Tiben if it is very serions
we have a canons and the course the party shahl take is
decided on ; if there is nu caucus I go with my leader."

McKnom. "Even if yonr opinion should differ from
bis ? '

Dr. Facile. Yes; as an eminent niember and frieud
of mine says: My opinions are my own, my vote belongs
to my party.'"

McKnom. Il Without any exception?1
Dr. Facile:.Il Well, my leader does my political tbiuk-

ing for me. l'hat is the way to be a true party mari. Let
me see-there are cases, perhaps, there may be a case where
a question greatly concerns your own constituency, and
your coustituents take a strong view-yuu may perhaps
vote as your constituents wish."

McKnom: IlSo that your leader does your political
thinking for you except when this is donc for you bly your
constituents 7

Dr. Facile. Yes; if you like to put it in that way.
A man can't be wrong if he sticks to bis party-votes right.
What would your constituents think of you if yon did flot
do this i A good and virtuons politician is a good party
man."

McKnoïn: I"Quite su ; and uow how far do you think
a member of Parliament should use his influence to enrich
himself or to benefit his fainily il"

Dr. Facile,- "Ha-lia!ha îighty few of them enrieh
themselves. lIow can they do it i Take my own case.
There are several members of my profession in Parliament.
Thrce or four months every year away from our prac-
tice destroys it ; 1 suppose they like the honour. As to
one's f amily, what harm is there supposing oue's paî'ty be
in power in getting yonr sons or cousins into Govern nent
positions ? And if an opportunity occurred of making
money properly, 1 don't see why it should flot be doue."

McKinon: IlOecurred, you iucan, 'because of the influence
you would be supposed to possess iu consequence of your
party heing, in power,"

Dr. Facile. Il Yes-and-
"Permit me," iuterrupted iRectus, Ilto say a word or

two ; 1 cannot agree with Facile, I do not think-and I
hope there are many members of Parliainent of mny way of
thinkng-a meniber of Parliament should allow himself
to use bis position for any personal advautage whatever,
.and unless there was no une elme in my constituency fit 1
would not give an appointaient to son or cousin or auy
relative."

"lBut," cried Madame Lalage, IlSt. Paul says vou
sbould first take care of your owu honsehold. Charity
begins at home."

"lWe must flot jest, Madame, on a subject so impor-
tant," said McKnom.

Madame Lalage : IlIndeed 1 amn not jesting. Is a muan
to do nothing for bis relatives 1 "

Pro/essor laucus " Madame expresses th(!e elight-
ened sentiment of the country. The society ini which we
live is the arehetype of conscience, and the conscience of the
politician will reflect the sentiment of the people. You
will admit, sir [addressing McK nom] that there isnorm
for self-sacrifice of any kind iu the politîcal ideal held up
before us by Dr. Facile."

Dr. Facile : IlNo room for self-sacrifice ! What do you
caîl attending late and early at those Buildings, in which
the air is poisonous ? Do you kuow the life we lead î J
studied pretty hard wheu J was working for my profession ;
but sncb a three or four mouths' work I neyer put in as
the work there. You get up in the m~orning ; breakfast;
glance over the Citizen; hurry up to the Buildings; read
your letters, some asking you to do impossible things;)
athers urging you to make enquiries of varions kinds in
the Departmeuts; une or two describing cases and asking
you to prescrîbe ; and before you have got through you
have tu be off to the Committees. These wiil last until
tweive or oue o'clock. If they are over before une you
hurry to your place and Write a few letters ; then off to
lunch. As yon corne ont from lunch perhaps you ind one
or more costituents Waiting for you-three o'clock cornes
and you hnrry to yonr Place-there you are until six.
Then dinner. At eight you are again iu your place and
8it there until twelve or une o'clock in the nîorning. Jlvea-
wbile some of the old cold-blooded members have sent
word to the engineer that the chamber is cbilly. Hie heats
it up so that it becomes intolerable. No roomi for self-
sacrifice! Look at the death rate. If there is a weak
spot in a man it fluda it out."

,,It is, indeed," sueered Glancué, I"au immolation."
"6And how do you manage to look s0 ruddy and well,

Doctor 'i" demanded one of the young ladies.
Dr. Facile : IlIt is marvellous. But 1 have to prescribe

for myself pretty often, and still more frequntly for my
friends."

IlYes," said Glaucus, , I arn told the amount of drugs
Bwallowed by some members3 makes a serious hole iu[ their

indemnity. The United States' Senators have to take su
mucb quinine, that quinine pilla forai a large item in
thoir estirnates. The leust the country could do for' yen is te
pay for yuur pilla. There is a platfuri for you. Devotion
to Party and Pillsa d lil'itt, free.''

McKnom:" My deur Professur, let us have nu jesting
Nov, Dr. Facile,, we will suppose it caine to be a receivod
opinion iii regard te your profession Chat nu doctor
wonld be expeeted to leave bis bed after une o'clock at
uight te attend theo siek, rio matter how grave tho case. la
th'ere net something ini us wbich would boueur the doctor,
wbo, notwithstanding the provailing sentiment, should yet,
if bis bell were reng- at two or three or four in the muora-
ing, risc anti drive througb cIteet or rata or snow, or wben
the glass was flfteen or twenty beluw zero, to see soute
suddenly strickeit suflerer, and stili mure if it was some
pour persen who conld not pay

Dr. Facile, '" Certainly."
ilcli'noo"t. lSbould not a pruminent politician, like a

mnember cf Parliaicunt, give mrore attention thair uther
peuple te political questions î Oughit lie itot tu be
acquainted witlm the history and science of politics as a
miedical man bliould bc witb the hîstory and science of
medicine i

Dr. Facile: 1Isuppose lhe eught.
AVcKnoin :. "lias net a good doctor in every new and

complex case to exercise bis reasoning power, applying tu
the condition revealed by the diagnosis the facta ascor-
tained either by stndy in experience or betb 1

Dr. Facile :II (0ertainly."
McKsstoi)t.- Wh\Vat woold you tbinik of the doctor who

shtould alIways ask atnother doctor the prescription he
shol write, , nd thenr tell the patient wbiat it was pro-
posed te give- himi and ask bite whether lie approved of it

191.. Facile Il fle would be a useleas foui."
McKte,: Su that wbt're yen have an instructed

doctor lie will tiai' bis owa mmid and be guided by bis
j udgoîent as te what is best for the patient without regard
te the patietits vîei(Ws."

Dr. Facile: IlCertainily."
jf1cKnoilt. Il Andi if the patiemnt r,'fused bis treattuent

would lie netio tel 1 l Inin lie imînat eall in aanother doctori
I)r. Facile.- II Certainily.'
McKiion: Il And if yen have a well inatrueted politi-

ciao, should lie t say and do wlbat lie cenceives te ho
rigbt witbout regard tu the vicew of any other politieîan'8
views and with little re gard te the opinions of the peuple
or of bis cotttituents i

Dr. .-cIle: Do yoa suppose sncb a man would be
Liny use to bis party ? Would lhe be re electedi"

Mc Kuout .- "That Ve will discus hereafter - what I
.ask you now is this, Wonld net sncbi a mian play a manly
part î '

Dr. Facile:- I Well, yes, but hoe would ho a migbty
pour politîciani."

IInot. But wletber bis views were right or flot
hoe would act a ianly part ?

Dr. Facile:Il"Yes,"
MfcKnuen: ". And the maure manly if such action were

ont cf keeping wîth the prevailing ideal of low a politiciati
sheuld act."

Dr. Facile : Certainly---"
McKn'iouî : ' Now, 1 tlitk we bave got at wbat politi-

cal virtue consista in. To do at ah tCimes and in aIl places
what lie t;elieves Co ho for the best interest of the country 1
To do rigbit in a word 1

Dr. Facile." But loeînnst not go againat lus party."
McKnome: ' Not te do riglîti
AIl laughed, and Helpsam quoted two hunes fromu"1

the Sweet o' tire Yeuaî :
And tlwlten 1j xatîler litre andt iire,

1 tliei do ttîtst go rîglit.

Dr. Facile:Il I aun mtuu obligcd te yen, Mr. Ilelp-
sain, for that quotatien. t bits off the unsteady political
character Mr. McKîteit, Mr. Goldwin Smith, Professor
Glancus and the uther idealognes would croate."

1lelPsarb: Il It is freni' Winter's Tale ' and therefore
need nover infest the gloriens sumiter of your pelitical
ideal."

Rectus- 1 do not agree witlî aIl Dr. Facile lias said
but 1 do net wisb to ititerfere with Mr. MýcKtioin."

Mf117cnm: " Permit ie-Dr. Facile art' you flot a
metuber of the Presbyterian section of the Christian
Churcb-aîî active memîteri [The Docter îiodded.] Amîd
do you not beliove in God-în a amoral Grovernor of the
world-a Judgc tu whonî mmen ntt give an account I
[Assent ou the part of the [>ctor.] While, then, the
leader' of your party bias a rigbit te be regarded aod the
interests of your paîty-while you are re8ponsible te yOur
eonstituents-are yen responsible as a politician tO tîoth-
ing limgher i

Dr. Facile In"l politics, as iii every ether spbem'e of
action, we are resýpunsible to God."

Mclmnu,:"hen you could net be far frum playing
the part of a virtuous politiciati if yuu acted as Milton
says, as in ' Yonr Great Task MUasters Eye.'"

Dr. Facile.' Il Yes."
"lBut," said Helpsam, Ilsome men bave been great and

good statesmnen wbo were nut religions mon."
"low," replied McKuom, IIdo you knuw i 1 1ew eau

you know whether a man ia religions or not, unleas ho is
openiy and persistently immoral as was Pendoes in private
life. A man uverweighted may faîl inite great sins and
yet be a religions man. But, if there were sncb, thon
they acted as politiciaus on the saine mies as they wonld
fritrue were tboy religions and as politicians werc, there
fore, virtuons. Glancus are yon content i"

Glaucus: 1 Yon have shown wbat was superfious--
that meni eau behave virtuously as politicians. But you
have net shown how political virtue uInd organized faction
eau co-exist. Yeon have not showu that there is anything
in your Canadian political life but dreary villainy."

Reclus : 'l1 think 1 may bec1 ernjitted to say sornethiug
uow, and if you will permit ncie will show that political
virtue and party politics are not exclusive of eaeh other-
and perhaps will prove to Glaucus that there is political
virtue in Canada."

Mr. Lalage, wbo is a noble and generons soul but not
se spirituel as his wife, said ''Weil, Ilielen, titis bas been
a pretty dry discussion, aud.l thînk, as we lawyers say, a

refresher' would flot be ont of place."
ilïlcKenî . '1ý 1 must g0-"
luelpsai.- (looking at bis wateh) " Il is witbin ten

minutes of twelve o'eloek-
(ilaucus: ', Madame Lalage, 1 shail have to give a

strict account to Mrs. Glaucus."
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THE BElIR1ING SEA coNTRovELtSY.

77 lthe E(ditor oOf ' THE EK:
Siit,-As yon have been good enough to honour my

rather hasty and crude letter of the other day on this sub-
jeet, 1I make bold to add a few words in explanation of my
allusions to the ignorernent of certain bistorical and phy ai-
cal facts bearing on the question of Mlare cauasuot.

The field-hatitat--of the fur s'-a1 in question, ini the
Nerthern Pacifie, is about six muillions of square miles, viz.,
froni San Francisco, about lat. 38' N., long. 122' W. (of
Greenwich), to the western shore of the Sea of J apan in
about the saue latitude, and in long. 124' E.(of Greenwich),
thence north to Behring Straits about lut. 6i3' N.say
tweîîty-five degrees of latitude and à hundred andI fourteen
of lonigitude. Witiîîi these points ahi round shore, anmi ont
in the deep to an extent nnknown, but assuredly, from
experieuce, known to bc over a lîuîîdred muiles, Lhey are
found, following their ehief bait, the delicions saînion of the
Pacifie. Ibey abound in the northcrxi isles ut' Japan, as
ini the Alaskan and Rýusïiani. lu the open sea, wherever
their food is, they may bc fonnd. The Northern Pacifie,
thoungl coîuparativeiy shallow in its most northerly parts,
bas, it is now well knowu froin recentut measuremenits for
cable service, depthi unsounded su far by pluînmet.
The sea of Okhotsk and that of lBehring are, like ail
essentially Arctic waters, comiparatively ,,Iiallow ; but, ini
the imumiiediate appruach tu these shal luwer seas, off the hune
of tlie Kurile ebain and Kanîscbatka occurs this vast pro-
found ; giving there what the old navigators would calail
0loen - ollow " ses. It is just in the lino of highiway te the
Arctic-British as well as Russiian, or uther Aretic of the
nations of the earth, with the twenty.tive moiles wide Strait
of Behring, su called, as portal to tbat " world's comtntii."

For two hundred and fifty years, according to record,
thuse far Nurtbern waters, even the su called " [fluer Sea
of Behring " have been navigated by British ships, nut in
exploration but in trado with the natives ini fors principallv.
As far back as A. D.1640, Spai found, in lier exploiations
thus far north, an English ship owned by Major-Gencral
Gibbons, of Massachusetts, under cominnand of a markodly
intelligent navi"ator, Captain Shapley, front Boston, fromi
wboni the Spanish AdimiraI, De Fonte, boughit, at the
goodly price of a thousand " picees of eight," with gratui-
tics tu double that amounit, inaps and chartH of thoso coOasts
thon unknown to even the Spaniards cf that main.

Sixty-one years before that, England'sI)rakie, iu effort
of passage tu Englaud by a suppused nortbwjst route
front Atlanticto Pacifie, sailed su far uorth in those 8easthat
in June his vessel was stupped by Aretie cold, and with
fruzen rig'oing be lhad tu tnrn 8outhwards) at last 4triking
the western shore of Ainerica at a point about twenty
miles north of the Golden Gate of Califurnia of to-day,
where, af ter six weeks' soun amungst welcumisîg natives,
who offéred hlmii the suvereignty of their land, lie formally
took possession of it in bis Sovereign's nainie, Elizabeth of
England, and called it New Albion. When still sncb in
the înap, many years (26) before, the Patbfinder Fiemont,
just dead the other day, fonnd p&ssage for the United
States in its march of empire to the Pacifie, the writer,
with lus father as first epresentative there of Eîîglamîd's
chartered Hudson's Bay Company, stood on tlîat shore a wit-
ness and participant in starting again a British trado in the
Northern Pacifie.

Then United States' ships ani also Russian were prose-
cnting a desultory coast trade in fur with the natives4, but
both very perfuuctorily. Astor's 'I'nquin of 1811, with ail
ou board, save une, bad been destroyed by the hostile natives.
lu 1813 H.B.M.'s warsbips swept off the " U. S. fiag" of tliose
days from those shores. The Itussiaus, in peace, kept off
at a respectfol distance. In fact then, froni 1813 te 1822,
during whicb the two great fnr cumpanies of British
North America, viz., the Canadian Northwest Company
and the Hudson's Bay Company, were in deadly cunfliet,
there was but littie coast trade north of Mexico.
What there was of it was in the bauds of the ltussiaus
and the Americans, but su tentative and weak was it,
notwithstauding the strong attractions for market in China,
that it neyer gained power enough to master the native or
in any souse ubtain a foothold on isie or continent, save, in
the case cf Russia, in Sitka or Kodiak, where soon after-
wards a strong miliary garrison, with a ileet of about a

lb

603


