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WITIH the emancipation of womnen-whatever that may mean-one of
the burning questions of the hour, it is suggestive that Mr. Gilbert lias
chosen, that fashionable eccentricity as the protoplasm froni which. to evolve
his latest topsy-turvy structure, "The Princess Ida." With stinging
Sarcasm lie enlarges upon Tennyson's oft-quoted-

Prudes for proctors, dowagers for deans,
And sweet giri-graduates in their golden hair.

11i the second act there is a tableau of giri-graduates at the feet of Lady
P8yche, wlio expounds the classics, and thus describes the lord of creation--

Man will swear, and man will stormi,
Man is flot at .all good form;
Man is of no kind of use,
Man's a donkey-man's a goose;
Maui is coarse, and man is plain-
Man is more or less insane;
Man's a ribald-man's a rake-
Mani is Nature's sole mistake.

ONE who liad frequent occasion to hire vehicles in almost every civilized
COunitry lias described IlCabby " -cocher, gondolier, what you will-as a

necessary evil." The necessity for the fraternity will hardly be disputed,"'Id the discussion of its moral statua may safely be left to Thte Iffackney
carriage Gaardian, a journal recently started in London to advocate the
riglits and declaim the wrongs of "lthat familiar figure who guides the
Wobbling hansom or perches on the box of the dawdling four-wlieeler."
Probably no other calling niumbers in its ranka so heterogeneous a body of

Innas cab-driving does. The average Cockney Jehu deliglits to level his
profession upwards by claiming noblemien for "mates." Many of us have
h4d Personal experience of this amiable weakness, and have been indebted

tO ine eliusiastic knight of the whip for personal acquaintance witli fellow-Workers wlio could trace an unbroken descent from. tlie Norinan invasion.
The reason such men drift into the calling of liack-driving in London is
"Ot far to seek. A large proportion of those wlio faîl from affluence for-
XXIerIy kept horses for riding or driving purposes. Sud unfortunate wights,
h'.vinlg descended step by step the social scale until the patience of frienda
18 exhausted and pride is gone, cither turn rooks and blacklegs, at the
Inperious bidding of want, or adopt the only Il trade " tbey know-drivino..

a"Id are faîn to do for bread that whidh they were wont to do for pleasure.
Noft long ago there died in a Kentish work-liouse a baronet who, fortyYears before, was one of the best whips wlio ever tooled a four-in-band fromthe White Hflorse Cellars. Hie was not ricli, but was universally loved

for hi mnerry and devil-înay-care style. Five years ago the ere-while
e1ry 0f Young bloods about town was seen ini a Strand gin-shop taking
"twýO-Pennrtli, with a "lfare " whom he Lad drîven in a hansom that

W48s tanding at the door. Somne acquaintances, more hospitable than
tliougiitfuî plicd the aristocratic Ilcabby " with liquor until lie became

lou'osforgot lis Ilteam " outside, rclated liow lie drove the Brighton
Cciwitli tlie Duke of-on the box seat, in a blinding snow storm, Iliri80.anid.8 0 ) year,"y and gave repeated assurances that lie was IlSir - ,~ao~,~adding Il tliere's no better blood in the Housc of Lords this114inute thani runs in ni veina." Enquiries proved lis assertions to beorect in. every particular.

TEREt are unmistakabje signs of the revival of boxing on this continent
ind 'IEngland. Scarcely a town or city of any magnitude but lias its

8y1ansimand miost of these have their boxing classes. It is natural for
1alaform of athletic exercise to be popular among Anglo-Saxons, acting,' t doca, as a kind of safety-valve to pugnacious instincts. Apart fromn~ oigis valuable as developing sclf-command, caution, watclifulncss,

adnot to say almost every muscle in the liuman body. For
eea n t h reasons "the noble art of self-defence " is deservedly

tea r. B ut tberc is danger that under cover of so-called 'lglove con-
Sfigliting.for money or prizes will regain more or lesa of its formerpoiSrity and debase by its attendant brutalities. It is possible, ina
wîht"ith "lard gloves, to inflict almoat as mudli punishment as witli tlie

lt e fsts A recent "lglove figt " in the Albert Hall, Toronto, was
thirig less tIen a prize-figît for tlie Ilgate-moncy. " Fromn the publislied
lpoets lt, t appears that the contestants fougît fourteen rounds, and tlietI,.tres5 0 oe at îeast werescarceîy recognizabîe wlien the sponge wastlirown

0f £ ourse this was expected by the crowd tliat witnessed the figlit.
ne-and ail sensible men know also-tbat professional boxers dogt for love, and tliey went to see these men figlit for the receipta atJVlg. odern boxing bears very small resemblance to that of flfty

t ~a 0. "parring " witli the gloves was only a means to an end; now
lOW 8 oth tlie end and tlie means. The test of a good man is not liow many% 4lie gets in. Tlie quality of tlie blow sliould determine its value, and

%t8tleft-hander from the sboulder given witliout a retura may fairlytWeiCe as maucli as one delivered in a bungling way. A man who

stands bis grounid and stops or eludes eacli attack is obviously entitled to
more credit tlian one wlio is ail over tbe ring. If tlie bits are equal, the
prîze otiglt to be awarded to the inan who (loca the moat work in attacking.
But perlapa the point wbicli a good judgc moat carefully observes, and a
bad one most disregards, is that science which is known as "timing." A
blow whidh meets a man as lie comes forward bas usually more effect than
two wbîcî strike him as lie is ,standing quite still, or four whicli overtake
bim as lie is drawing back. Now tlie art of timing dependa partly upon
so dclivering tlie blow that it meets an advancing foe, though it also lias
to do witb tlie quickncss of siglit whidb. perceives whcn an encmny is un-
covered for a fraction of a second. It is obvious that these matters ouglit
to be regarded by a judge in arriving at bis decision.

Enougli lias been said to show liow inucli more there is to Le noted in
judging tliese matches than tlie uninitiated suppose. The saine reasons
whicli make the office of judge so arduous make it also necessary to thc
rnaking of a good boxer that lie should have had long and careful practice
witli a variety of opponents. It is for tbese reasons tliat boxing neyer lias
been and neyer can be so nearly reduced to the condition of an exact
science as fencing or single-stick.

TuE politentess of the Frendch nobleman wlio recently shot himself in
the ilotel de Paris at Monte Carlo was wortliy of Beau Nasli himself. It
will be remcmbered that just before bie Ilretired " thc 'late Count sent
some twenty bouquets to as many ladies of the grand and demi-mnonde witb
compliments and regrets that unavoidable circumstances prevented himi
from f urtlier continuing their cbarming acquaintance. It is related that tIe
late Lord Heortford-the " Lord Steine " of Thackray-when dying iii
the presence of a noble friend and an apothecary, said to tbe one, Ilgood-
bye, Tonm," bowed gravcly to tbe other, and then gracefully expired. 0f
another nobleman whose politeness remained at command wlicn thc dews
of dissolution were upon lîim, tIe story is told that, in response to the
importunities of a leecli who brougît a draugît whiclî hie said would cer-
tainly cure, the dying inan replied, IlI'mi sure it will, if it comes fromn your
banda," swallowed the potion, and died.

"TnE pity of it, oh! tlie pity of it! " that girls who are to be wives
and mothers sliould be allowed to grow up with so littie idea of domestic
matters generally! is the lamnent of a lady who writes upon domestic
economy for chuldren. Witbout the slightest idea of being cynical, the
observant writer points ont that thc pulse of the average paterfamnilias is
largely affectcd by bis dinner, and after reminding us that the Queen lias
set an excellent example in the way of teadhing lier chuldren cooking, aIe
says :

When girls are sent eway to school, At is flot easy to train tbem well in domestioaiffairs ; but mucli may be done before their school days begin; it je but bad policy to leeveit until they are ended. The keeping up of ecoomplishments, end tbe round of socialduties and pleasures, make the teking up sudh a study as the art of cookery almostimpossible except in a dilatory menner, the worst of ai weys in wbich to take up eny-thing. Besides this, thougli an adcled Rixperience mey be brouglit to bear on the aubject,there is not the saine zest for it as will be shown in the early days, wben. the moresticky and messy the productions, the bigher the stete of enjoyment. A girl ofeigbteenor twenty will enjoy pntting on e love of a bibbed apron and dainty white sleeves, willgo to the kitchen and mix a little fine pastry daintily, ber hands when once she hiasmestered the art, being inflnitely fitter for this than the cook's; but she will flot, withaxiy degree of willhngness, trim, skewer, and prepare e piece of meet for roasting orboiling; nor will she care to baste or wetdli the samne. The smell of the meat willseera objectioneble, the fire scorching, and, probebly because of the unpleasantnesses,she will give uP the wbole thing in disgusi. If, however, she lied made ecquaintancewith these saine when e good healthy girl of ten, bier added yeers would but show lierbhow deintily to cook e good dinner, end stili keep herself in the perfect freeliness ofladyhood for the drawing-room.

TUE ostridli-like conduct of Lord Salisbury and many otber Englial
pecra, in rcfusing to sec or licar any danger to the House of Lords and
poob-poohing suggestions for its rcform, is not sbarcd by ahl members of
that auguat essembly. A paper by Lord Dunraven in thc February number
of the Vineteent/b Cen fury las attractcd considerable attention in England.
In it the writer admits the exiating peerage is too numerous, and would
distinguish betwecn a pecrage as a distinction and rcward for menit and a
pecrage as conferring of necesaity tIe right to legialate. Ris Lordship,
moreover, goea a great deal beyond tbis by propoaing that thc Upper
flouse should bc clected for a terni, say, of nine ycars, but, in order to
make tbe change continuous thougli gradual, should Le djvided into thrce
classes, ecd clasa going out in rotation. Lord Dunraven is flot to be
understood as wcdded to the idea of Iaving the flouse of Lords elected by
the whole body of Peers only. On the contrary, lie secs clearly many dis-
advantagea whicli would arise from sudh a scleme, and proposes al ternative
plans by whicî, in lis opinion, tle balance of parties in tIe flouse might
le made to fairly correspond witî tîat of parties in the country. TIe
most significant thing about tle wbole article is tIc admission wbich runs
ilirouglout that the reform of tIe Upper CharnIer is a clear matter botI
of necessity and expediency.


