
U0 CANADA IN WINTER.

sport is there like open air skating ? Away with your stupid cotillions
and fandangos of the ball room ; let our sport be on the gleaming ice,
where we almost run wild in our feeling of freedom !

And now let us take a run down to " where the keen curlers he." The
first game of curling ever played in the Province was on a mill dam at
Beauport, in 1805. After this, an artificial rink was made on one of the
wharves in the lower town of Quebec in 1808, and regularly renewed
every season. The "Istones " then used were made of the hardest
granite, as in Scotland, but as the intense frost cracked them, recourse
was had to iron ; a model for which was made by a cooper in the lower
town and sent to the forges at Three Rivers, from whence a supply was
received, some of which are still in the possession of the Quebec C.
Club. Scotch players who have used both, prefer the iron to stone, as
they are more easily weighted, not so cumbrous, and keep a truer « turn
up " to the " tee," Great interest is taken every year in the matches
between the different cities, and it does one good to see our sober-sided
merchants, throwing off their dignity and coats, and betaking themselves
with vigor to the game ; sending the stones spinning up the ice, or fran-
tically sweeping those they wish to hurry on, forgetting all about

stocks," and " notes to pay," in the excitement of the gaine.
But what are all these imported sports to our own Canadian originals t

Have you ever heard of snow-shoeing. I think you have. We confus
that skating took possession of the seven senses of Canadians last winter,
but we are notwithstandni q nrnvf'. -F .~ .1,.. T .. -


