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ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS.

THE fifth annual convention of the Ontario Association of
Architects was held at the School of Practical Science, Queen’s
Park, Toronto, on Tuesday and Wednesday, January the 16th
and 17th. The first session was called for 2 p.m. on Tuesday
afternoon, and
had assembled :

David G. Baxter, Stratford ; G. R. Harper, Toronto; H. B,
Gordon, Toronto; J. W. Power, Kingston ; Thomas Kennedy,
Barrie ; A. E. Paull, Toronto; F. Darling, Toronto ; W. A,
Edwards, Hamilton ; D. B. Dick (President), Toronto‘; J. Gem-
mell, Toronto; W. R. Gregg, Toronto; G. W. Gouinlock,
Toronto ; W. R. Billings, Ottawa ;. Mark Hall, Toronto ; M, B.
Aylsworth, Toronto ; R. W, Gambler-Bousﬁel‘d, ‘roro_nto s W
Gray, Toronto; S. G. Curry, Port Hope; S. G. Kinsey, Port
Elgin ; E. Burke, Toronto ; S. H. Townsend, Toronto ; E, B,
Jarvis, Toronto ; and W. A. Langton (Registrar), Toronto,

The President called the convention to order at 3 o’clock, and
the minutes of the last convention were then read and confirmed.

The President then read his address as follows :—

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,

We are now assembled in the fourth convention since the incorporation of
the association. This convention marks a critical period in its history, the
most critical in fact, which has yet been reached. The past year has been one
of great depression in business throughout the world. The United States
have passed through a financial crisis of almost unexampled duration if not of
unparalleled severity, and the effects of it haye been felt in Canada in almost
every department of business. This is a kind of reciprocity which no tarift
wall, however high, can keep from coming into operation. There has been
a universal cry of ‘‘hard times.” Less money than usual has been avail-
able for building purposes, Consequently fewer buildings have been erect-
ed, and there has been less work for architects to do, The last similar
period of depression occurred after the financial panic of 1873. That flurry
was of shorter duration, and its effects on building were not so disastrous,
for several reasons. The cost of building was much lower then than it is
now. Buildings were fewer in proportion to population, and those who had
money to invest exercised a judicious foresight, and took advantage of the
low prices to make provision for the needs of the future. The case is dif-
ferent now, Owing to the advance in wages and the increase in the price
of materials, the cost of building has increased enormously. But rents have
not increased in the same proportion, The cities, too, are more built up in
proportion to population. There is therefore not the same inducement
offered to those who are in a position to command money, to invest it in

buildings. 1n Toronto these circumstances are aggravated by the fact that
she was suffering from a peri i i

od of severe depression, following naturally on
the cessation of the hoom which had been going on for some years previous-
ly. Thisis a local matter, hut I may be permitted to mention it in con-
sideration of the fact that so large a proportion of the members of the asso-
ciation reside in Toronto, But the depression has been f.elt in all parts of
the country. The decrease in the amount for which building permits have
issued in the cities and towns is conclusive evidence of this. And it is pro-
bable that the depression has affected, to a greater or less extent, the b|:|s|-
ness of almost every member of the association. In times of prosperity,
even a busy man will give more freely, both of his time and means for
the advancement of his profession, or any other object that appeals to his
publie spirit, than he will be likely to do when he is anxious, and perhaps
harassed about his own private affairs, It would therefore be too much to
expect that this association should not have suffered somewhat from the

bearing on its futire, and which therefore d
earnest consideration, 1 refer especially to the question of the amending of
our act of incorporation, and the present position of that question. We did
not propose to ask for much—only the elimination of that one little word
“ Registered.” But under the circumstances even that little proved to be
too much, Observe, however, that the boon was not refused ; because as
soon as it became apparent that ** discretion was the better part of valour,”
the bill was withdrawn. One important factor in bringing about this re-
sult was the fact that—notwithstanding the accusations that have been
freely made against us of an extreme desire to be exclusive—we, unfortu-
nately, gotinto bad company. We could not, however, help ourselves in
this, and were not to blame for it. ‘¢ Misfortune makes strange bedfellows,”
and so we found ourselves, however unwillingly on our part, classed with
druggists, undertakers and (save the mark) milkmen—all of whom came
asking for special privileges.  We need not concern ourselves with the justice
or otherwise of the demands of these different bodies, But the resuit was,
as the Premier informed us at an interview with the Cabinet, at which we

ave persevered and pushed it to a decision
would haye been to court disaster., Had we done so, and the bill been reject-
ed by, AS 1t1s probable, a very large majority, there would have been no hope
of its being favourably considered for years to come. Members of the
House who had once placed themselves publicly on record as opposed to
the granting of our petition, would feel themselves not only free, but

actically we are very much in the same
. the date of the last convention, We have undoubtedlymade
some friends, o far as I know we have made no enemies, and we have
galnﬁha great deal of experience that will be usefulin the future. The
;’:Ow" Tl :tt ::3:‘%"% 1ast winter has not been thrown away. A good deal of
Murtaam the: ati l?n(i:ne over again, but rather supplemented by further
colaged:: Whon e c;ans‘igs haVe Do reason to feel hqpe_less or even dis-
countries have failed in their Fff;ﬂ;:vo many similar associations in different

striving after, it seems ag if we were p:&‘::): Stuch legislation as we have been
should reach our goal

00 sanguine i i
a at the very firey ety guine in hoping that we
that the Quebec Association stands in

Pl You are doubtless all aware
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in regard to thls'quesl‘lon. the work Regisler‘;d
the Government in their act in the sam

At ) having been inserted by
i
A great deal of work was done last winter, not onp> 40 ours,

e, only by the council or the
Toronto members of the association, but b ma # e
parts of the Province. The work should not bey confined parpers in different

onfin i é
legislature is in session ; it should be going on all e o the time when the

. 3 4 the time,
of the association should keep it on his mind, and whe::‘:er aEnaggpmomemugfr
offers, he should take advantage of i to set before influential persons iz
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shortly after that hour the following members -
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ive of gh_e
the community, and more especially members present or prospect! This

: ims are.
Legislative Assembly, correct views of what our objects an{i;i’[';‘sl;e persons
can best be done by those who are personally acqua“;w(merefore make it
whom they wish to influence. Each member shc‘ug \rict in the House
his business to persuade the representative of his own ﬁig interest. 1
that the granting of our request would be in the pu )>d It is not the
only in this way that the desired end can be anmll)]L & ur et
members of the Ministry who have to be .convm’c.e(! tha sriots ik
just, but the people and their representatives. This queo and con, that
discussed until you are so familiar with the arguments Porw W S
it would only weary you were I to enlarge upon them 3 1h.e sole end an
not, however, allow ourselves to galk or feel as if this wex;: ir objects. -
object of our existence as an association. It is only one ;‘) 0‘ea“s (o an end:
deed it is not properly in itself an object at all, but only the m of the ASsOCiA®
It is declared in the original constitution that the objects ot 0“‘af'°i
tion are ‘“To unite in fellowship the architects of the prm{lﬁ" o pmcncaf
to combine their efforts so as to promote the artistic, scienti g ‘the study ©
efficiency of the profession, and to cultivate and encoulégmciadon don
kindred arts,” as well to obtain legislation. What has the a?to accompl'Sh
to promote these objects? It has certainly done a great d.eae Before. the
the first named, that of uniting the architects of the provinc g praC"_c“l'
organization of the association, the architects of l[)e Province w Tuce might
lv unknown to each other. Those who hved in the §ameu Fr)nigm ;
Happen to be acquainted with each other'jl':st as other resmel:her archi(ects.
if so it was only by chance, and as individuals, not as bro aproﬁ.ssionﬂd
No one could depend upon getting any advice or AsRISIAncs ¢ on the g
difficulty, from any other architect unless he could claim i ool rivalry
of personal friendship, and it is to be feared that profesmging as genero
much more frequent than professional friendship. SUC_h a lfes rit de corps
emulation was not to be expected. There was no feeling o .Eas no rally-
because there was nothing to call it into existence, 'Ih‘;]rend but not, it
ing point. Each man fought his own battle for hls. own awe'r (o elevate
is to be hoped, without endeavouring so far as lay in hl? poional life in his
the character of architectural design, and the tone of pro e§sn " this direc:
district. But there could not be the same stimulus to exeru?d be now whe
tion when each man felt himse!f entirely alone, as there Sho;lwhom are Sirive
each can regard himself as one of a large brotherhood, all o Sof 8 common
ing to advance a common cause and are united in the bO“e when he feels
sympathy. A man can carry himselt with more cor_\ﬁ(l’lencthe whole of Dis
that in any just cause, he hﬁ}f. ti;)e nlx(ﬂuence of practically o
ofession in the province at his back. i = mpe
pl-'I‘her:: is sometllm)ing too in the mere feeling of assocmt}l{ofi’g:lath:%ould do
man to put forth all his power, and so to do better wor '~, B R n
without this stimulating influence. Iron sharpeneth '!oti\is than per-
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend, There is more in indefinablé: it
haps may appear at the first glance. Even if it is somewhat 1 ages, D
is there. Ifit were not so why should it be a fact that in a c'iéle them-
whose avocations and tastes were similar have sought to ass? 1t this was
selves together in guilds, or companies, or societies ? What bu g of /ar-
the origin of Freemasonry, of the old trade guilds, of assocuaﬂz solely 10
tists, whether painters, sculptors or musicians? It is by no mean < ass0Ci-
advance their material interests that legal and medical practitioner istance
ate themselves together. but also for mutual encouragement and ass
in the advancement of their respective sciences, impos-
An association can make its influence felt in a way that would be ossible
sible for the same number of separate individuals, even if it were gry ma-
to get them to combine on occasion for a special purpose. The V e the
i i anti for instanceé %
chinery for calling them together would be wanting, Take e of this
question of the proper regulation of competitions, The. '"ﬂ"e"f; to this
association has been most distinctly and beneficially felt in regar ared by
It is not too much to hope that the Conditions of Competition Pr‘;‘:‘g place
this association will soon be the conditions of every competition ]tt(‘is that the
in the province. All that is required to bring abopt (_hls resu  { ihe g
members should be loyal to each other, A gratifying ‘"ﬂ.apcefor new 1eg-
which has already been done was the case of the competition agsociation
islative buildings for British Columbia, when the council of thl:d send out
was requested by the government of that province to selec'tt:Ofthe differ-
two experts to assist them in deciding on the respective "“',']' ccomp]ished
ent designs submitted, which duty was, I believe, satisfactorily a @
by our representatives, . cours
yIt mavpbe necessary on occasion for this association to watgh‘;h%o this
of legislation and perhaps to offer active interference; an ak authori-
effectively an association must be so strong as to be able to_speé 1st also
tatively on behalf of those whom it professes to represent. It m"rah]‘" that
possessed of the sinews of war; and for this reason it is most des(; upon
the surplus which has been accumulated should not be “,'enchpmnces ren-
ordinary purposes to the extent of one dollar more than c1r¢‘u'?sn corts aré
der absolutely unavoidahle. Aghin, builders and tradesmen of a are S0 in-
banded together for mutual protection, and where the felano“,;]e put that
timate as between the builders and the architeots, it is m\DOs‘.'o bodies beé-
cases must frequently arise in which negotiation between the tw if the arch!:
comes necessary, How are these negotiations to be carried ‘E;.'he prmcir?al
tects are not associated together as well as the builders? the associa-
reason, however, why we should maintain and seek to S“englhenghinz to ad-
tion is, as it appears to my mind, that it enables us to do some oh directlys
vance the cause of architectural education. If we cannot do ":}l:an organiz®
we can do a great deal indirectly. If we can do nothing more“ s wl_ﬂ'e
and conduct a complete system of examinations, it be well asqopinuon
to have the association even for that purpose alone. If this s those
is seen to be doing all it can do, that fact will brine to the nmdone in thi
who have more in their power, the urgent need for more being fit from an
direction. After all it is the young who will derive the most hefn:’he functions
increase of facilities for architectural education. and it is one o e
of this association 1o make such arrangements as will induce or“nlﬂs"‘ there
youne men to take advantage of them. 1 venture to say lhR'I reasons for
is a strong association which recognizes as one of !hg prlnclpad“mtion, no
its existence, the dutv of promoting the cause of "'-Chm"‘m'a‘;rmulat? y
complete or thoroughly comprehensive scheme will ever bP‘ (;,eml“ is half
anv educational or other bady. It is said that a work wel legiclature of
ended. Our most hearty gratitude is therefore due to the ﬂ?orlhat ad-
this province, and especially to the Hon, Minister of Eduga!lonlv f prnctif"‘l
mirable beginning which has heen made in this very School o f students
Science in which we are now assembled. Although the SHIbS °i| is grati-
taking the architectural course is not so large as we could des"‘]ﬂ'? student$s
fying to see that the number is increasing, There were twe "'l: as com-
during the last session, and seven of these were in the first V"‘?n'g There
pared with three in the third ; it shows that the number is increasing.
were also a few special students taking partial courses, ; tion per-
It may be said without exaggeration that. with the single 9"“egmpletely
haps of pure literature, there is no calling for which it 1s so dlﬂ‘il}“"? that he
to train a student as that of architecture, I mean so to train lﬂ}:{g reason
will be competent immediately to begin practice for himself. 2 11y ot iD
is this, that the art of architecture consists in building beauﬁﬁ‘,nvt'lave‘ e
making even good designs on paper ; and no school ever had or wi




