
EDWARD BLAKE A NI) IRELAXD.

MUr. Blake's political career lias not
been so distinctly cowned witlh suc-
cess. In his efforts at the bar his ap-
peals were addressed to ears that
could be moved by facts and prece-
dlents and the cold,unavoidable missiles
of a pitiless logic. In steppilng into
the political arena lie faced c new
auditory He eicounitered a imulti-
tudinous hencli of judges "pleased
with a rattle, tickled witl a straw," to
wloim his postulates and axiomlis,
prenises and conclusions were so
imtucli Greek. Thev were used to the
mnethods of a politieal Grimaldi, whiose
creed light ie expressed b)y the
doggerel:

Tiekle the public ani make them grinl,The more you tickle the miore you winTeaeh the puiblie, Touill never grow rich,You'll live like a beggar anti die in the(liteli.

Mr. Blake believed he could teacl
them. His first call was to the local
stage. Therei. vas no slow ail pain-fui toiling to the top with hin. He
was, under the dual represenîtationi
systeim, elected to both the Ontario
House and the Dominion parliant
in Confederation year. Il the former
he quickly assuied the leadership of
the Opposition and in the duration of
one parliameit battered down the de-
fences of Jolhn Sandfield Macdonakl,
the first premier of Oitario. Soon
after his succession to the preilierslip
dual represenitation was abolisled by
law and Mr. Blake chose to remin a
neimber of the Federal parliaiment.
Heli had been so successful in demolish-
ing the local governmîent that his pol-
itical supporters were anxious to get
lis full services at the task of assail-
ing the seemiinîgly impregnable fortress
held in the larger arena at Ottawa by
Sir John Macdomld. Mr. Blake ap-
plied hiiself to the task with eon-
siderable vigor. It iust be confessed,
however, that lie Las never appeared
to advantage in a secondary position.
In Ontario he was always in coniinalnd.
Mr. Mackenzie vas his lieutenant

there. Ini the Dominion House the
position.s were reversed and mlan y
students of his career at that period
tind a distinct abatement of the
torrential force thlat distinguislied his
course in driving froi the treasurv
belelhes the a<hlininistration of JoII
Sandliuel Macdonald. Nevertheless
his assaults on tle strong administra-
tion thlat then lield power in the Do-
minlion were powerful, cubninating as
they did in that tlunderous airaign-
ient of the heroes of the Pacific sean-

dal, that not on ly laid the Conserva-
tive party in riîs but seeied to put
a period to thte career of the greatest
politieiai of this century. How sin-
gularly that expeetation was upset b)y
the re-animiation of the political
Corpse ieed no< t be advUrted to here.
The history of Mr. Blake's connec-

tion witl te governllent of Mr. Mac-
kenzie is a fitful one. At that tiîne
ve first began to hcar that his lealth

was being affeeted by the severe mllenî-
tal toil to whielh le hîad for years
suljeeted hiimîself, aid in 1878 lie re-
signîed from> the go\vem t for tlat
cause. He was ont of parliament for
a vear but returned to that sphere
whiose clarmîî for him le does not
dissel ble, witlh his lealth in a great
mleasure rustored. In 1880 lie was
elected to the leadership of the Lib-
erals in tle room of Mr. iMackenzie.
A great deal lias been mi ade of tihis

incident Ibv Mr. Blake's enemies. But
little need be said of it here. It was
an unpleasant inueident. It left the
party open to the charge of ingratitude
towards the sterni, unieoIi)liilsino-
tunending old Spartan who had giv
the best days of his life, lis healthî,
us strengfth, his all to the service of

Lil eralismlî. It was a verv un1 pleasant
mlleident and im sharp eontrast to the
îeasure iieted out to Mr. Mackenzie's

rival bv the rival organizationl. But
there was a spi rit abiroad in the Lib-
eral ranîks in that day as it is abroad
im the party to-day. It is comnposed
of that section which puts success as
the enid-all and he-all of party war-


