EDWARD BLAKE AND IRELAND.

Mr. Blake’s political career has not
been so distinetly erowned with suc-
cess.  In his efforts at the bar his ap-
peals were addressed to ears that
could .be moved by facts and prece-
dents and the cold unavoidable missiles
of a pitiless logic.  In stepping  into
the‘politi('ul arena he faced a new
auditory.  He encountered a multi-
tudinous lench of Judges “pleased
with a rattle, tickled with a straw,” to
wh(m} his  postulates  and axioms,
premises and  conclusions were  so
much Greek, They were used to the
methods of a political Grimaldi, whose
creed might bhe  expressed by the
doggerel :

'Ti(-kle the public and make
The more you tickle the
Teach the
Youwll live
ditch.

them grin,
more you win ;
public, vouwll never grow rich,
2 like a bheggar and die in the

Mr. Blake believed he could teach
them.  His first call was to the local
stage.  There was no slow and pain-
ful toiling to the top with him.  He
was, under the dual representation
system, elected to both the Ontario
House and the Dominion parliament
in Confederation year. In the former
he quickly assumed the leadership of
the Opposition and in the duration of
one parliament battered down the de-
fences of John Sandfield Maecdonald,
the first premicr of Ontario.  Soon
after his suceession to the premiership
dual representation was abolished by
law and Mr. Blake chose to remain »
member of the Federal parliament.
He had been so suceesstul in demolish-
ing the local government that his pol-
itical supporters were anxious to get
his full services at the task of assail-
ing the seemingly impregnable fortress
held in the Jarger arena at Ottawa by
Sir John Maedonald. My, Blake ap-
plied himself to the task with con-
siderable vigor. It must be confessed,
however, that he has never appeared
to advantage in a secondary position.
In Ontario he was always in command,
Mr. Mackenzie was his leatenant
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there.  In the Deminion House the
positions  were  reversed and many
students of his career at that period
tind a  distinet abatement of the
torrential force that distinguished his
course in driving from the treasury
benches the administration of John
Sandtield  Macdonald.  Nevertheless
his assaults on the strong administra-
tion that then held power in the Do-
minion were powertul, culminating as
they did in that thunderous arraign-
ment of the heroes of the Pacitie sean-
dal, that not only laid the Conserva-
tive party in ruins but seemed to put
a period to the carcer of the greatest
politician of this century.  How sin-
gularly that expectation was upset hy
the re-animation of  the political
corpse need not be adverted to here,
The history of Mr. Blake's connee-
tion with the government of Mr. Mac-
kenzie is a fitful one. At that time
we first began to hear that his health
was heing atfected by the severe men-
tal toil to which he had for years
subjected himself, and in 1878 he re-
signed from the government for that
cause.  He was out of parliament for
a year but returned to that sphere
whose charm for him he does not
dissemble, with his health in a great
measure restored. In 1880 he was
elected to the leadership of the Lib-
erals in the voom of Mr, Mackenzie.
A great deal has been made of this
incident by Mr. Blake's enemies. But
little need be said of it here. It was
an unpleasant incident. 1t left the
party open to the charge of ingratitude
towards the stern, uncompromising,
unbemling old Spartan who had given
the Dest days of his life, his health,
his strength, his all to the serviee of
Liberalism. It was o very unpleasant
incident and in sharp contrast to the
measure meted out to Mr. Mackenzic's
rival by the rival organization. But
there was a spirit abroad in the Lib-
eral ranks in that day as it is alroad
in the party to-day. It is composed
of that section which puts success as
the end-all and be-all of party war-



