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FU I m T ?a' X NAT TU R E A1 N) U SE S. crilm ate i /uscarius from i/'n iaat
By M. C. Cooke, Mn.A., L L.D1. ' U t, oihe samne manner as w'e would dis-
Fdited bv the Rev. M. J. Berke- dcunloate arli'av fmm a /,

1
,ge in t7, um lu-

ley, MI.., F.L.S. New York : since tue or t"' gen' cautions can ie givn,D. Appleton & (Co. ( l)aw'son when ie such are applicable for igher plant.i 'or instance, it may' !c said truly that ail fungiIros). that exhibit a rapid change to blue when bruiseiThis volume opens 1pdi a departinent r broken shuli Le avoidiet; that aillAgaries
of Natural Hlistory to the general are open to suspiciom which possess an acri.
reader whieh is one of singular in taste that found growing m dhtsot Le taten "Ilcss the species is s-ell kinow -îterest and one of great inportance. that no species o( edible fungus has a strong un-
Assisti b inanV }ttstations the pliait odor, and simiilar cautions, w'h ich,author takes up clie nature and strue. a il, are in5usuicjent. The only safe guide

S . . lies i na-sterng, ene by one, the specific dis-fire of ftngi, their Classifietiolti, tinctions, and increasing the numherof one's
uses, habits, cultivation, distribution, own esculents gradually, by <nnt of knowledge
an(l influences. The work is sfi- and experience, even as a cild Icarns to dis-

tigtils a filbert from an actrn, tr wit wierdient deenitial to enable the stu- experit-ence wsill thrust in his mouth a leaf Ofdent to identify the different specives 0ist ani reject that of the white clover.
While ut the s timiie if contains Onie of the most deleterious of ftugi that we
much of interest for those w-ho nOerely losss is at the samie time one of the mostbeautjfl. Tnsis is the lllus muntsrîw·s, orseek general inform1ation 11 ifs pages. F-ly \garic, wshich is somet'ines used as a ly

P Non. It has a bright crimison pileus studtde
.rISUS F'tI wsith ile wh'îitish (somctunes yellowsish) w'arts,In estimating the mdfluence of fuigi îipon mai. and a stem ani gills of ivtry whiteness. ilay'e naturally enough seek in the first instance to instances have bieen recorded of poisoning )yknow what anefi effects they are capalte of this fungus, and amongst them some Hilitproducing on foot,. Although in the case tf sbliErs abroad, ani vet it cannot be doubteiipoisonous fu I poplarly understood, fungi that this fungits is eaten in Russia. Twi-o in-may be the passive agents, yet they cannot bl stances have cone iiiier our notice of personsignored m aunsu enîury of this nature. Writin wt'itlh sorne botanical know-ledge, anti one aof the Uses of i ungi, wve have aliread show garener, who had resided in Rîîssia and eate 1that a large inumber are avaiable ftr food, and this fungus. In ne case the Fly Agaric wassome of these reail dlicacies ; st, ou the othter collected and shownsi to us, and in the other tbehand, it becomses imperative, even with strnger fgure as sindicated st tat we mght be Luieremuphasis, to declare that miany are poisous, nt doubt as t the sptcies. Ony the hvpotheani some of thm vinulently so. It is not suffi- cati bc t adnacid in explanation I i's kncient to say that they are perfectly harmaless un- that a large nuiber of fnugi are eaten in iRIatii voluntarily intrio duced into the human svs- and that ticy enter imtuch iito the domestieteum, whilsti it is well k-towsn that accidents are cookery of the peasaitry, but it is als kuoalways possible, and probably would be if every that they py considcraitle attention to the nitlebaneful fungus had the word PoISON miscribed of cooki'g, ami ati a large amount of sait autin capitals on its pieus- vinegar, both of wvhich, with ong i îtiling, musl'he enquiry is constantly bcing made as to be powerful agents in cotutracig te l isos

what plain rules can be given for distinguishing (probably sonewhat otatile) tf sncb fngi aspoisoinous froM edible funigi, ani we can answier te lv Agaric. [n ti i s ae y g aonly that there a:'e none other than those swhich recie p'tb!ishe a "i' ae ît t ma glre-e ýtý b a 1rench author of a pro-apply to owering plants. IIows can aconte, cess for rendering itisonuis fungi elille. Ithenbane, tenanthe, stramonlium, anti such plants, iust be taken on bis antlority, ait isot ouibe distinguished from parsley, sttrrl, water- own, as he as c île uer iae tie exerint,
cress, or spinach ? Manifestly not by any gen- notwithstaning "t -nls nmelt feasirle
eral characters, but by specific iifferenes. And l' or cadi poind of iusbrmoiss, dît into inser-
so it is with the fungi. We must learn to dis- ately small Pileces, take a quart of wvater acidula-


