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agement and sales; and by the introduction of niew ma-
chinery, great economies were to be effected i11 coal
cutting and surface liandling. Neither one nor other
of these desirable resuits lias been aclhieved, but we
are infornied upon good autliority that costs are now
twenty-five 'to thirty per cent. higlier than whiat they
were wlien collîeries were operated by the original
owners. The Maritime Record lias estiniated that in
Cumberland County the leading cofliery's costs are
approxiniately two dollars a ton on coal shipped, but
this is quite conceivable, for the sanie auîliority lias
stated that the average wages of coal hewers is $3.06
a day.

It is evident, therefore, thait NovaL Scotia coal
cannot be delivered in tlîs OJntario maiirket and comn-
pete wvitl Ohio coal, even witli the afl\antage of sixty
cents a ton protective duty. The En'igineeLrinig and
Mining journal quotes 95c. to $i at Uhîlo collieries
for run-of-mine. MNoreover for steami purposes Nova
Scotia coal is îîut regarded of equal gradec, but for gas-
producing purposes it is l)etter suit, (1. Extend1i(ed
niiarke:ts are flot to bce olitaîned bvý rel3, îngponi pro-
tective(- duties or (Governinent abssistàince, but rather
by inproved mnethods and reduction of costs in every
possible way.

TROPICAL PRODUCTS AND BRITISH CROWN
COLONIES.

\Ve often hear of the Crown Coloies-, Of Great
Britain, without taking pains to ascertain wliat or
where these colonies are. Sonie day soon we purpose
giving a list of themi, and somne statîstics about themil;
but nieanwhileý intenld only to notice an illuiîîativec
paper read before the Royal Colonial Institute in Lon-
don on I4tli Mardi, enîtted, "~The Crown Coloniies
and Places." Thc author is Sir Charles Bruce,
G.C.M.G., an old and able servant of tic crown i, wh lo
after being libraian of the British Mutseunii, heuld im-
portant l)osts in Briitisli Gni'uana and iii the Mauritinis.
He shows at grea ýt l t te pa eccupies 3
pages of the Journal of th(, Institute xvîtthe effeet
of British colQniaýl polic\ lias tlius far been; the çx-
tent and varicty of climate of thc crown colonies; "of
what good are they ?" and how shall wc treat themi to
acconliplish their best development?

These crown coloiefs are scattered literally ahl
over the world, from Cey lon and Hong Kong in Asia,
to Gambia and Mlauirîtus iii Africa, to Honduras and
the West India Islands- in Anierica, Fiji and 'New
Guinea in Australasia. They comprise, besides the
2,334,000 square miles of territory in :Xfriea, 125,987
miles in Asia, 1 16,65o in Amierica, 97,975 ini Australasia,

1 3,702 in Europe-a total Of 2,678,330 square miles with
a population apart altogether fromn Canada, India,
and Australia proper of more than thirty-six
millions. A great deal of this enormous terri-
tory lies within the tropics; and as a vast share of the
products of the earth uscd for foods or the raw ma-
teýrials of manufacture corne from the tropics, it is the
object of Sir Charles Bruce and the able men who
commented upon hîs lecture to get British public men
and capitalists to develop cultivation in these vast
districts ta the best advantage, and ta enhance the re-
sources of the British Empire.

We proceed to give, in a desultory way, not hav-
ing room for the extended arguments advanced, somte
kernels of fact fromn the paper as welI as from, the dis-
cussion whicli it evoked. Sugar is an article of

tropical produce of enornmous constunption, which is
increasing yearly. More of it eau be grown mi tropical
Britain. Thli world's consumption of cocua
rose fromn 64,507,000 kilos (142,000,000 pounds) in
1894 tO 127,355,000 kilos (zSo,I81,oo pounds) i 1903
practically doubled. Consider the importance of
cuoti, in wlieli it is said ten, millions of the po~pula-
tion of Great Britain are directly or indirectly inter-
ested. Sir Charles gocs so far as to say tliat "it sccms
to be certain îliat under a proper systenm of organiza-
tion British colonies and protector4tes eau produce all
thîe cotton required to afiord tie United Kingdom an
adcquate and stable supply." Anotlier tîropical
produect of very nîarked imiportance is rublier, the
varîetyý of tises for wliicli in commierce and the arts
is rw inga a great rate. Britisht people at bomle
and alro1-ad have heen experinîclîling with rubber
planting. Sir W.Thistletoin-DŽ er saîd at this meet-
ing that as long ago as 1876 lie brouglit the first Para
rublier planits froîn Brazil lu Cey Ion and Singapore;
and *already itlibas heem sliown tlîat the rubber tree
will groxv on the Gold Coast of Africa vitl i as mucli
facility as iii llrazil." And tlie important faict \\ as coin-
inuîiicatcd b5 P'rof. \Vy ndhaîii 1)nstan tlýa lPara
ruibler seeds have beeîî sent for exaniiatioiî 10 Kew
(jardens and tue Ji mpe(rial Institute, and found to cou-
taini 40 per cent. of oil wlîicli promlises to bc of inncl
conmmercial vaIne. Bty the way, it is a circinnistauice:
wortliv of notice tlîat tliere are about îOo nuen frouîî
Kew Botanical Gardens serving iii four distant
quarters of t1w world as curators, exp)eriiilers, etc.
So tliat England cannot bie said to hîave done or to bc
doing nothing towards îicreasing the products of the
soil in lier (lominions.

Stress wvas laid by oiie of the gentlemen prescrit
at tie meeting, Mr. Benjamin Kidd, uipon the fact
brouglit out ini tle paper that ahl thc great self-govern-
ing colonies of Britain are in 'the temperate regions,
wxhile the crown colonîies are in tîîe tropies. Anid, added
Mr. Kidd, the natural cliannels of trade ini the world
are betw cen the tropics and thue temperate regions.
Referring to tropical products, this speaker încntîoned
cotton, tea, cocoa, india rubbier, rice, sugar, tobacco,
maîze, fruits, oils; while those countries have also
buides, gold and other metals. He insisted upoîî the
vital imnportance tie tropics are going to possess in
the fturei-, and consequentîy tlic important part the
crowu colonies will play. Referring to rice, so largely
grown in India, "a tlîird of the human race at preserit
live upon rice." And Sir W. IH. Treaclier made it
known that the Federated Malav States, whici grow
ruiber largely, yield seven-tenths of the metallic tin
produced in tie world.

Passing, by, regretfully, the fiscal considerations
mentioned in tic discussion and sonie suggestions
as ta labor in tfie îropics, we have only space to-day
to mention what was said, among other sensible
things, by the chairnian of the evening, tlie Duke of
Marlborough. "Turning to the question of health,
it is clearly 'impossible to develop our tropical ankd
sub-tropical colonies as we could wish unless 'we re-
move the disabilities which tijl recently have existed
ini the shape of malaria and other tropical ilînesses.
* * * * The London and the Liverpool schools of
Tropical Medicine have done much to mitigate thc
terrible diseases which lay low so many of our court-
trymen in the West African colonies." The Duke,
who is colonial under-secretary in the present cabinet,
expressed his' resolve to encourage industrial and
technical, flot merely clerical, training among the


