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MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS.

War means destruction of miny lives—
the resalt of skirmishes and battles, and
from disease con:racted on the hine of march
and in camps. Thz two latter are the most
prolific causes of death. Up to the close of
the Iadian Mutiny the Briuish army depen-
ed almost entirely upon regimental sur-
geons and assistant surgeons, and the result
was that in that campagn, as wall as during
the Crimean War, the system was a pro-
nounced fatlure. The result was the abolish-
men: of regimzntal medical offi:ers and the
formation of the Army Medical D:partment,
Th:s department consists of redical offi :ers
now named as fol'ows : Surgeon-Lieuteaant,
Surgeon Captain, Surgeon-Major, Surgeon-
I.’eutenant-Colonel, Surgeon-Coloael, Sur-
geon-Major-General, and Director-General,
and of a corps known as the Army Hospi:al
Corps. This corps consists of 11 captains,
ic lieutenants, 264 surgeon-majors and 1,060
rank and file. They are employed entirely
on hospital duties, and act under the direc-
tion and control of the medical offi :ers. The
men enlisted in this corps are selected for
“he:r general intell- gence and good conduct,
and volunteers from the army of this class
are encouraged 10 join it. They are variously
employed as clerks, compouniers of medi-
cine, surgical dressers and cooks, but princi-
pilly as atrendan:s on the sick in hospitals
in peace and during war in field hospitals
and ambulances. In peace medical offiers
are attached to regimzants, but when war is
declared they act entirely as a distinct de-
partment.  Ambulances consist of lght
wagzons specially constructed for the car-
riage of sick and wounded, and a large com-
piny from the corps is detailed as stretcher
bearers, and 15 provided with stretchers.
This company is charged with the immediate
removal of the wounded from the battlefield,
their first dressings, under the direction of
a medical officer, and conveyance to the
nearest field hospital.  These field hos-
pitals consist of large ten:s or marquees
and are supplied with bads and all the
requirements of a hospital and a sufficient
staff of medical offi:ers and atteadants.
They are generally pliced m a sheltered
pasition, and as near the scene of eagage-
msznt as is possible.  This departmeant 15
admitted to be a success, for 1t is very ex-
pansible. When the army is operating in a
country of an unhealthy character it 15 pos-
sible to supply 1t with an apparen:ly exces-
sive amount of medical material.  Su:h was
the case in the very recently completed
Ashantee expedition. In the campa gns of
1856 and 1870—during the Feman troubles
in Canadi—the Canadian militia were ab-
solutely without either medical or surgical
material of its own. [ was, in 18606, with the
Prince of Wales' Riflzs on frontier service,
and iy entire medical and surgical stock
consisted of a medical field companion is-
sued me from the Imperial stores, and my
own pocket surgical case. In 1870 1 was
no better suppled. 1 well rem2mber thz
night alludea to in the early part of my lec-
ture, when the eatire force was moved from
St John's to Pigeon Hill, when 1 was or-
dered to report to my friend and old fellow-
student, Surgeon-Major Corb:tt, of the
Rifle Brigade, then in the barcacks at St.
John’s. He assured me that there was warm
work in store for us next day—that most
hkely they would join us before the day was
over. He then handed me a case of instru-
ments for operations, a bundle of bandages,
3 Lin case containing plaster, a package of
i:nt and two bottles of brandy. This was
qute an armful, and 1 conveyed it to the

train then waiting for us. This conditon
of things was immediately afierwards at-
temp:ed to be remedied, in a smill way;
and about 1872, under the direction of Dr.
Girwood,then actiag as P.M.O. of the militia,
tin boxes, contam:ngdruzs, were deposited in
eich military district. These were sent to
brigade camps, and, judging by the condi-
tion 1n which they were returned into store
—almost depleted of their contents-—:he ds-
mands of the sick mus:, indeed, nave been
great

They, however, did no: give satisfactioa—
the Department was yearly 1n receipt of
comp’ants of their insufficiency from the
regimental surg:ons. Atiempts were made,
spasm>dically, to increase their effiziency,
with a certain amount of su:zcess. Abs»luze
success was impissible, for one of the weak
paints in a militia surgeon is his apparent
mability to recoZniz2 the fact that iz1sim-
possible to furnish for his use in the field a
stock of medicine such as he can find in a
city drug store or in his o~n surgery. The
weak poin:, however, in these box:s was the
al'mos: total absenc: of surgical app'iances.
This condition of things continued ull Mijor-
G 2neral Herbert assumed command of our
militia. He had nst been long in the coun-
try before he appointed Deputy-Surgzons-
Gzneral Neilson, S:range and myself as a
parmanent committee for the medical and
surgical equipment of the militia, and suc-
ceeded in getting placed in the Esumates
yearly, during his command, a considerable
sum to be expended for that purpose. This
commuittee first met in O.tawa in 1893, and
made a report to Governmeat, which report
was acted upon at once ; and in the camps
that year of certain districts was fouid a
medical and surgical equipment fairly good,
certainly far ahead of anything previously
attempted. In 1894 th2same commit:ee as-
sembled twice — once 1n the spring at
O:tawa, and 1n August at the camp at Levis.
At the last mzeting the report adopted made
full provision for the entire force of active
mihtia. We are, therefore, to-diy in the
position, 1If war was declared and the en-
tne force ia the field, to supply it with a
medicil and surgical equipment, sach as
wou'd accompany (ex:epting ambulances) a
similar number of the 13:itish army going on
astive service. Th2 point, however, In
which we are still weak is tha: we adhere to
the regimental system. 1 know itis hard,
possibly impossible, to get rid of it 1n our
miltia. [ have given much thought 10 this
subject, and although my advice has more
than once beenasked, I have not seen myway
to advise its extinction, although fully recog-
nizing i's weakness. Our only safeguard, and
it is that which has made me acquiesca in its
continuance, is that our regimeatal surgeon;
would be such for only a brief period.
If war should ever exist in this country we
would soon have with us a full staff of the
Army Hospital Corps, with i:s me dical staff,
with which our surgeons wouald at once b2
amalgamated. Surgeons, however, canno:
be everywhere, on all outpost o detached
duty. Hours may elapse before the services
of a surgeon can be procured. It13 adwvis-
able, therefore, that both offizers and men
should b: in poassession of a few useful hints,
such as the following :

Bleeding from wounds s either from a
ve:n or artery. From the former it is sel-
dom of much consequence. It is distin-
guished by the darkish color of "the blood.
It merely requires the applicatioa of a com-
press and a bandage over the site of the
wound ; the limb should also be raised to a
higher level than the bady. In all cases of

bleedinz the first consideration is to put the
wounded man in a recumbent position. A
maun uaconscious from loss ot blood will
often revive at once when placed on his
bick, with his head on a level or a little lower
than his body. The clothes around his neck
should be loasensd and a small quantity of
stimulant given.

Bleeding from an artery is known by the
bright red color of the blood and by its
spurting out in j:ts corresponding with the
beats of the pulie. WUnless stopoed at once
thz wounded man must die. To do so it
should be remembered that 1t is 0aly neces-
sary to compress the injured artery against
the bone between the wound and the body.
Having placed the manin a recambent pos-
ture, feel for the pulsating artery on the in-
side of the limb, above the wound, ani when
found, keep up a steady piessure with the
tips of the finzers, which will control the
bileeding. Two men, or at most three men,
one relieving the other every few minutes,
can stay it for a long time. The pressure
should be in towards the bone. If 4 tourani-
quet is to be had, apply it just above where
the pressure of the fingers 15 found to con-
trol the bleeding. A silk or cotton handker-
chief twisted tight by means of a stick pass-
ed throuzh the slack is a good substitute, a
bullet or round stone being p'aced over the
artery. The inside ssam of the coat or
jacket follows the general course of the ar-
teries of the arm. If the wound is in the leg
the artery can be easiest foand in the groin,
whence it passes down inside of the thigh,
winding round undern:ath to the ho'low be-
hind the knee. If wounds are b:low the
elbow or knee the pressure should be ap-
plied above those jomts. If you cannot
find the artery, fillup the wound with some
cotton or linen and bandage as tight-
ly as you possibly can directly over the
wouni. Bleeding from gun-shot wounds
is geaerally shght at first.  Medical officers
tell us that they have se2n alimb carried off
by a round sho', and there really be no
bleeding from the stump. This is th: surg-
cal rule—that torn wounds bleed slightly.
Sab:e wouads should have the edges sewn
together, or, if one compztent to do this s
not at hand, they can be brought into exict
contact by means of adhesive plaster In
removinyg th2 wounded from the field when
yoa have n> ambulance or stretchers you
can make a temporary stretcher by con-
structing a frame work with two pcles six
feet long, leaviag 6 inches at each end as
handles ; lash 3 shori pleces across so as to
keep thz poles 2% feet apart, one piece to
come just behind the man’s head, oae in
the ceatre, and one a* his feet, To this a
blanke: is securely fastenzd at each corner
and along the sides. A wounded man cap
be cirried very com‘rtably on this tempo:-
ary stretcher,

I have now occupiad your tun: quite
sufficiently long, and I hope I have not been
tiresome. War 1s indeed a great calamity,
bu: if 1t should ever come to this country,
its muilitia will never shirk the ordeal. Asa
race, we are admitted to be of material such
as has produced good soldiers in the past,
and cin produce them in the future. We
have a country worth fighting for, and em-
bued with a loyalty to our beloved Quzen,
we will, I believe, ever be prepared to spring
to arms 1o keep our land the brnightest gem
in Britain’s crown.

“The Regiment:"” Such is the title of a
new paper devoted to the interests of sol-
diers in the British Army. THE GAZETTE
wishes 1t every success.



