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the sailors and marines would proeced to
the Barrack squarc by way of St. Jam.y
strect. Commander Bayley gave the com-
mand “fours right,” and turned the force
into Britain street, leaving the policemen
standing at the head of St. James street.
The crowd of spretators rather enjoyed
the joke and laughed heartily. The police
proceeded to ‘the Barrack square by way
of St. James street. The sailors gave an
exhibition of big gun drill and were after-,
wards eatertained with refresaments by
his worship the mayor, togethor with the
'm'tilIel:y band, which had boren engaged
by his worship to accompaay the Blakes
crew.

About five o'clock th» Blake™ erew,
head-d by four poliecmen to show the way,
marched through the priacipnl streets, the
band of tfhe warship and that of th.e
N. B. C. D: playing alternately during the
march.

The streets were deasly throaged with
ppeople. and King street particularly pre-
sented a fin» sight. The leading establish-
lishments mad: a lib ral display of bunting.
while Manch»ster. Robertson & Allison had
a string of flags across the strect, in the

wemrtre of which was a banner contain-
inz the word “weleom?.” The display was
a most creditable one, and was beyvond
all questions the finest imperial turncout
se p in this city since the union of the pro-
vinees.

Everybody regrets that Vice-Admiral
Hopkins has secn fit to make his visit to
this port omnly cover three clear dayts.
Ther: are fuadreds of people who were
debarred from visiting the ship owiag to
t}l:- great crush on Sunday. Monday, and
yesterday. The thgusands of Deople who
lined the 'wiarves at the lower portioa of
the harbor last night enjoyed themselves,
or at least scemed to. The night was per-
feet, the tide was up, and the scene was
one of great attractiveness. Th» hand of
the Blake played some of tivir very,
choicest seleetions, andt he N. B. B. %i:
A. bamek who were stationed on the Bov-
erameat pier. played in their usual ae-
complished way. Th» crowd was very un-
willing to go home when the music ceased,
which was after 18 o'clock. ’
The Rifle.

THE ROYAL MARINE ARTILLERY.

The 1ecord and orgamnization of the dis-
tinguished corps that provides the gar-
ricon for the British Columbia defences.

Some suiprise has heen expressed that

a marim? corps should have been selected.

to pioids the garrison for the nev Brit-
i h Columbia defences. This has doubt-
lnas aricen through a misconception as
to the organization and raison d'etre of
tho Royal Marine Artillery and just at
this time, the following article on the
corps from the pen of Lt. J. M. Rose, R.
M. A., publithed in the United Service
Magazine, makes intercsting reading :

{ have been so often asked the ques-
tion. ** What do you Mavine Artillerymen
do ?” that I am glad to have an oppoit-
unity of replying to it ih there pagoes,
not at any length, and not in a very per-
fect manner, but just jotting down a few
dotails as  they occur to me.

To legim with the mon. Enlictment

for the RRoyal Marines is general, re-
eruits being accepted at eight centres in
England end Scotland, and at the four
Marine Divisions. All enlist Jor a pe-
riod of 12 years, and from these recruits
men may volunteer for the Marine Artil-
lery, if they have a minimum height of
five feet ninr inches and chest measure-
ment in proportion to height. There is
no lack of recruits of good intellectual
qualities at this standard, and thus it
ix that ouly men of very good character
are allowed to re-engage to serve for
penston  Tor & further period of nine
grears.

. They are well paid, and, as they are of
txeeptional physique and enlisted- for long
{ervice, they are worth a careful train-
ing—and they get it.

- Their instruction commences with in-
fantry drill at the Depot, followed by
courses of musketry, naval gun drill and
target practice, land servie: drills (con-
sisting of field battery, gerrison and
siege artillery drills, and repository and
lahoratory work). and ending with an
infantry fieldrtraining course. All these
latter are carried out at th» headquar-
ters of the corps, Eastney Barracks, Port-
smouth. The squads are examined by a
field officer at the end of each course,and
recruits are not paswed to the next in-
stiuction till they have fully qualified
in the preceding one; indeed, if they do
not arrive at a fixed standard of execl-
lence in maval gun drill they are no
longer retaimed in the Marine Artillery.
Having passea these courses, the recruit
is mow, after some two years’ work, con-
¢idered fully trained, and ready for his
first ship, although on an cmergency, or
on general mobilistion, he may have been
embarked after qualifying in
wmu-ketry, and naval gunnery.

If thoe recruit takes two years to traim
the young officer takes nearly four, re-
ceiving two years’ theoretical training
at th» Royil Naval College, Greenwich,
accompanied by riding and gymnastic,
instruction, a course of torpedo and one
of gunnery in the naval schools, ashort
fire-master’s course at Woolwich, and
finally going through, at Eastney, a
series of courses identical with those of
the reeruit«.  To obtain and retain his
commirision he has to qualify in twelvy
distinet examinations, cight of which are
tosts of his ability to handle men in the
various branches of guunery and iun-
funtry ; and bnly after having Jdon» this
he is also considered ready for cervice
afloat.

Now cnsues, for both officer and man,
a period of constant readiness. They are
wmarked ‘ first for sea,” and know not in
what hour, in what day, they may be
despatched to any quarter of the globe;
but great is the disappointment if the
-embarking telegram is only an order to
joina ship of the First Reserve on Coast-
gnaid duty at Glasgow, Hull, &c., which
are Jargely memned by marines.

The detachment having arrived o hoard
a man-of-war, it would appear that the
real work for which this long training
has been necegsary should begin: yet, as
a matter of fact, only one page of one
drill-book has any practical application
in the new life—the one which refers to

infantry,

 blue-jackets work the guns?”

the particular gun at which the man is
stationed ; yet evidently one must he
tiained in every typ: to at once. confi-
dently work @ gun mnever before seen.
Officer and man have a new class of dut-
ies to learn—for the officer & long trial
of pa.i n! well-disciplined inaction, while
the man hecomes as a  blue jacket, and
except for guard duty performs very sim-
ilar work.

“What do you Marine Artitlerymen do,
then, on shipboard ?”’ Well, T know from
pxperience that if I reply, “ We work
the guns on hoard ship,” I shall be met -
with a “sccond question, ‘* But don’t the
and on
my replying in the affirmative, by the
second query, “ Then what is the u:e of
Marine Artillerymen ? 7 the answer is sin-
ple.

Let me go back to the origin of the
corps. In the days of Nelqon, when
‘wunnery was first Dbecoming an art, the
naval officer had enough to do. to teach
jthe pressed man his sail-drill and soa-
mamnship, and had no time to study gunn-
ory. Nelson firgt tried embarking Royal
Artillery to work the guns, but this was
found incouvenient, and in 1804 the Ad-
miralty formed an artillery force to teach
the 1est of the Marines and blue-jacket:
how to manage the guns, the Marine
Artillery companivs having founded naval
schools of gumnery, and instruction bat-
teries at th:» Marine divisions were reduced
to two. B A

However, guns and their fittings be-
came more and more complicated, whilst
sail-drill was still important, and in 1862
the corps of Marine Artillery was raxcon-
stituted in its present form—that is to
say, a separate division of sixteem com-
panies with a strength of some 2,700
men, and with headqua:ters first at Fort
fCumberland, and then at Eastney Bar-
racks, Portsmouth. The Marine Artil-
lery, then, was started to teach the Navy
gunnery, but to-day, with mastless ships,
the Dblue-jacket has time to be well in-
strueted im  gunnery. If, however, the
abolition of masts has almost changed
the seaman-gunner into an artilleryman.
it has so s0 altered things that the Ma-
rine ean do & very great deal of the
woik of the ship: he can signal, or puil
a hoat, and has been known to sail one,
to heave the lead, or man the helm, and
he is far less costly to the nation than
the blue-jacket, who has to b trained
from boyhood. Therefore a navy man-
ped entirely by blue-jackets would be un-
neeessarily ruinous to the taxpayer. Yet
the daily introduction of more compli-
cated mechanism in the guns renders a
body of highly trasned gunuers an in-
\lispemsable portion of the ship's com-
,plement. *

Thus I ‘would argue that the greater
importance of mechanies and steam and
tho lessening value of ceamanship in so
far as it concerns sail-drill aund ~ails, has
ather increased than diminished the rai-
son d'etre of the Marime Artilleryman.

1 certainly do not wish, however, to ad-
vocate any addition to his multifarious
duties. He is now ambitious to be as
good a seaman as & seaman-guuner at
sea, a8 good & gunner as an artilleryman
on ~hoie, and ns good an infantryman ax



