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GASTROPTOSIS.

Bv ACHiILLES.r RosE, M.».,
instrrictor in Diseases of the Stomach, Newv York Post-Graduate IN%!dcal School and Hospital.

.tW\e are born wvith our stomachis standing vertically, but during
tefirst period of extrauterine lif e thi s organ assumes the normal,

th'It is, an almost horizontal position. Cases in which the stom-
ach hias remained in its fetal, that is, in the vertical position,
lbave not been observeci. In infants of a certain age the normal
(nearly horizontal position) is invariably f ound. Wvith advanc-
ing age of tlue children, hiowever, dispiacemients occur. It is said
that such dispiacernents happen miore frequenitly in girls than in
b)oys. Meiniert foui-d among 5o girls of 1:2 years of age almost
every second one with a dislocated stonuach, whîle among the
patients of biis gynecological clinie there were more thian go per
cent. with anoirialous position of thîs organ. He juciges that
among maie aduits such deviation is found olily iii ffive per cent.
Certain it is that gastroptosis is of more f requent occurrence in
wNoinen than in rnen.

As to thie frequency of ptosis of the different abdominal
organs, gastroptosis is, according- to Langenhiaus, the rnost nu-
merous; in biis report on io0 cases of enteroptosis that maiplace-
ment wvas wanting in olnly five; nephroptosîs wvas present in 41;
in the five cases mientioned nephroptosis existed without any other
abdiominal organ being displaced, in the others it wvas associated
with gastronptosis. li thiree cases the spleen, and in i8 the liver,
were included in the ptosis, hiver and spleen only in Landau cases.

Gastroptosis is a lowerecl position of the pylorus and of the
lesser curvature. The definition. of the lower border of the
stomacli alone is -not diagnostic, since this may be the character-
istic symptom of a large stomach as wehl. Here we have to dis-
tinguishi between ectasia and ptosis, without knowing the situa-
tion of the lesser curvature, neither a general incrcase of volume
nior an abnormally lower position of the stomach, nor a combi-
nation of both can be diagnosticated. Gastroptosis can only be
diagnosticateci by means of inflation of the stomachi or the gastro-
diaphane.

Kussmnaul Nvas the first who called attention to the descent
and the vertical position as wvell as to the Ioop formi of the
stomlach.
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