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"DANGERS OF THE HOUX,

IS THE LITERATURE WHICH
SCOFFS AT RELIQION.

IT

The Evils ot Dangerous Readling Can
Be Munch Diminished by the Estab-
lishment of Parochial Libraries and
Reading Rooms,

We extract the following from the
astoral letter of Cardinal Logue, Arch-
gishop of Armagh :

1 should fail in my duty to those with
whose spiritual welfare I am charged
did I not warn them sgainst the danger
which appears to me present and real.
Though, through God's bleering, there is
still much good to be found among men,
still we may say with St. Panl that the
“Days are evil.’” If we look abroad
through the world, we will find God for-
gotten, His interests ignored, His sover-
eign control in His own creation seldom
taken into account. The great truths
of religion, death, judgment, heaven,
hell, eternity, have, to a great extent,
ceased to influence the actions of men.
Faitb, when it has not wholly vanished,
has become weak, dim, dreamy, inopera-
tive. The care and anxiety with which
Christians of old labored for the welfare
of their souls are now devoted to this
life, its interests, it8 pleasures, ils ambi-
tions, as if with this life all has begun
and with it everything is to end. This
fell spirit of worldliness, indifference,
luxury, corruption and exclusive devo-
tion t~ the interests of this life ia spread-
ing, insensibly it may be, but not the
less surely, and daily claiming new vic-
tims. Thank God it has not reached
you, my brethren, but stiil it is a danger
to be guarded against. When once
caught, even in the outer circles of the
whiripool, it is very bard to escape be-
ing drawn_into the abyss, Of all the
causes which teud to propagate and
intensify this evil, none appears to
be more active than indiscriminative
and dangerous reading. There seems to
be much self-deception in this matter.
Many, relying on their strong faith,
their tried virtue, their superior intelli-
gence, their ripe judgment, believe they
can read with impunily anything and
everything that comes in their way.
When there is question of literature of
an openly immoral or doubt{ul tendency,
they very soon find that tried virtue is
very little protection. Rut literature of
this class is not the chief danger, as
there are very few indeed, still calling
themselves Christians, who would volun-
tarily aud unnecessarily indulge in it.
The real danger is in publications which,
while preserving an appearance of de-
cency, conceal a secret poison which is
insensibly instilled into the mind; in
Fublicauons which, if they do not open-
y assail the traths of faith, treat them
with ridicule or openly ignore them as
myths which are not to be reckoned
with ; in publications which attempt to
‘bring religion and its ministers into con-
tempt, to destroy the salutary confidence

and mutual sympathy which should ex-

ist between the faithful and those who
are divinely appointed to instruct, direct
and guide them. Such publications
cannot fail o undermine virtue, weaken
faith, breed contempt for sacred things,
shake the hold which religion bas on the
minds of the people, turn them into
scoflers, and as a consequence, into
apostates—for the apoatate is ever next
door to the scoffer, Let no ome say,
whatever be his knwoledge, his intelli-
gence, his judgment, that he can habit-
ually give bimeelf to the perusal of such
productions without experiencing the
perunicious effects which they are calon-
lated to produce. The mind, however
insensibly and unconsciously, is sure,
gooner or later, to take its complex-
jion from that upon which it feeda.
Hence, my brethren, the necessity of
guarding ourselves_and those under our
charge against this danger. Extreme
watobfulness is neceesary, especially on
the part of those who are burdened with
the care of others; but watchfulness is
not the only remedy. Every effort
ghould be made to supply those who
read with good, sound, healthy, useful
literature. There are books, periodicals
and journals in abundance not less at-
- traotive, not less interesting, and cer-

tainly not less useful either for training"

the mind or storing it with knowledge
than the publications of a psrnicious or
-doubtful character to which I have re-
ferred. Were' greater efforts mede, by
- means of parochial libraries, reading

room}u, !ttlanding'llibraries :lrlxd tll:e like to
supply the people, especi the young,
with such boo’im and pen‘{adicala, the
evils to be feared from dangerous read-
ing would be very much diminished, if
not altogether removed. "And we must
remember that amusement, curiosity
and secular knowledge should not be
the sole end and aim of our reading.
We should also read for edification. We
have the lives of the eaints, we have
treatises on numerous spiritual subjects;
and, if any person imagines that these
books are dry, unattractive, and unin-
teresting, it is because he has not tried
them. Above all, we have the Sacred
Scriptures, lately so powerfully racom-
mended to the study of the faithful by
the Holy Father in his magnificent
Encyclical. It is a standing calumny
against us, bishops and priests, that we
endeavor to keep the Word of God out
of the hands of the people, whereas mors
has been done by the Church and her
pastors to preserve, explain, vindicate
the authority and secure respect for the
Sacred Scriptures than by all the sects
together. We, no doubt, condemn the
perversion of the S8acred Writings, their
mutilation, their corruption by unfaith-
ful transiation, the perversion of their
meaning, by misleading comments; but
as to keeping approved versions out of
the hands of the people, it is foreign to
our teaching and our practice. On the
contrary, I believe, and in this I am
confident I merely re-echo Catholic feel-
1ng, that if the Word of God were more
frequently and carefully read, if the ex-
ample of Christ, His Apostles and Sainta
ahd the inspired maxims which they
teach were kept more constantly before
the minds of the peopls, there would be
more fervor, more piety, more charity,
less worldliness, less insensibility to su-
pernatural truths, less indifference than
is unfortunately g0 often to be met with
in the world at the present day.

ALWAYS A SUPPLY ON HAND.

At 9 o'clock the other evening & bare-
headed, plainly-dressed woman, about
45 years of age, walked into a Grand
River avenue drug store and asked :

“ Has & man been in here within an
hour and asked for poison?”

* No, ma'am,” was the reply.

* Rather small man, with a red goatee
ard freckled face?”

“ I don’t remember any such man.”

“ Got a squeaky voice, and hed tell
you that he was tired of life and longed
for rest ?”

“ No; no such
ms’am.,”

“Well, he may come. It's my hue
band. Every week or two he tries to
bluff me, and when he finds he can’t do
it he threatens to poison himself. He
went away this morning, sayiog I wounld
never see him again, aud that 1 would
read of his death in the evening
papers,”’

{3 Yeslm."

“You'll know him the minute he
walks in. He'll ask you for arsenic—
10 cents worth of arsenic.”

“ Ye!,m-"

“He'll begin to blow about me while
your putting it up, saying as how I make
life miserable and full of woe, and that
he has decided to die.”

‘l‘Yatm.”

“Then he'll begin to shed tears and
claw off and ssy perbaps he'd better
make one more effurt to live with me,
and the result will be that he'll walk
out and leave you ten cents out of
pocket.”

“I see; I'll be on the watch for him.”

“Yes, you'd better, He's played that
trick on every druggist within a mile of
here. I keep landanum, rough-on-rats
and strychnine in the house all the time,
besides three or four ropes stout enough
for him to hang himself, and there’s no
earthly need of his beating a drug store.
He just does it to get sympathy and
have a chance to say that I bought four
10 cent novels in one week.”

“I see." .

“If he comes, just grab him, turn him
outdoors, and I'll be very much obliged
to you, and it may help to make a bet-
ter man of him. Good evening.”’—De-
roit Free Press.

Burdock Blood Bitters cure Dyspepsia.
Burdock Blood Bitters cure Conatipation,
Burdock Blood Bitters cure Biliousness.
Burdock Blood Bitters cure Headache.
Burdock Blood Bitters unlock all the

man has been in here,

clogged secretions of the Bowels, thus
curing headaches and similar complaints,
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WARD & SONS Fish

Marble and Granite Works

COTE-DES-NEIGES, MONTREAL.
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fail to write to-day.

Address A.W. KNOWLES,"
¥Windsor. Ontario
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7 ROBSON'S |

HAIR RESTORER
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It iz a most valuable proparation, vestoring to gray hair its na-
tural eolor, making it soft and glossy and giving it an incompa-

rable Lustre.

ROBSON'S HAIR RESTORER is far superior fo

ordinary hair dyes, for it does mot stain the skin and is most
easily applied. One of ite most remarkabls qualilies is the pro-
perty it possesses of preventing the falling out of the hair, promo-
ting its growth and preserving its vitality. ~— Numerous and very
Jlattering testimonials from well known PHYSICIANS and other
citizens of good standing testify to the marvelous efficacy of

ROBSON'S HAIR RESTORER.
produce ondy the two following:

Testimony of Dr. D. Marsolais,
Lavaltrie,

I have used saveral hottles of Robdson's Hair
Restorer, and I cannot uo ctherwise than high-
praise {ho merita of this excellent preparation.
wing to its use, the hair preserves ita original
colozr and in addition aoquires an incomparable
liancy and lustre., What pleases ine most in
4 Restorer is a smooth, oleaginous substanve,
dminently calculated to impart nourishment to
the halr, preserve its viger, and atimulnte its
®» substance which replaces the water
by the manufacturers of the greater part of
e Restarers of tha day from an economical
point of view. This is & proof that the
manufsoturer of Ronson’s Rostorer ia abave aM
anxious to preduce an article of rea] value, re-
gaxdiess of the expenss necessary to attain this
end. It is with pleasure that I recommend
Bobean's Restorer in prefarence to all ather pre-~
parations of that nature, eeusfiowes-

D. MARSOLAI], M. D.
Bavaltrie Decomber 26th, 1885,

Lack of space allows us to re-

lestimony of Dr. G. Desrosiers,
8t. Pélix do Valoia

I know several persons who have for some
yours used Robson's Hair Restorer and are
very woll satisfied with this preparativa, which
presexves the oriflnsl color of the hair, asit was
in youth, makes It surpassingly soft and gk?'x,
and stimulates at the same time its growth.
Knowling the principte ingredients of Bobson's
Restorer, Iundarstand porfectly why this pre
parationis so superior to other similar prepa-
rations. In factthe substanco to which I alluds
{s known to exerciee in a high degree an emols
lent and softening influence-an the hair. It is
also highly nutritiva for the hair, adapted to
promote its growth, and to greatly prolong its
vitality. I therefors co tly recommen:
ute of Robson's Hair Restorer tothoss persons
whose hair is Premtturely gray and who wish
to remove this sign of approad old age.

G. DESROSIERS, M. Ih
St-Félix de Valols, January, 15th 1888
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For sale eizerywhere

at 50 cts per bottle.

who work for U8 makoMONREY

A.G‘EN TS Iast. HSend your address on

postal card for particulars. THE ROYAL
BIKVYERWARE 07 Windsor,Ont. 11-G-'88

ST. ANTOINE DE PADUA’S
~ ACADEMY.

(Of which M18s ORONIK is Directreas), will re-
move on March 1st, to
257 8ST. ANTOINE ' STREET.

From 389.
38-lm .

AGENTS WANTED
For the most popular Oatholic Books. Write
for terms to BENZIGER BROTHERS, 86

& 88 Barclay Stre;ll_:& N. Y. City.z
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