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THE CHURCH AND THE POOR.:

Tnx romark which wo sometimes hear
madd that the Chureh of England on
thiis - ¢ontinont is “likely to ‘becotmg the
Church of the nristocracy, 7. a, of the
wealthy and refined, - may be taken to
mean one of two things: Kither that the
poor and ignorant are being excluded
from her by somo means or other, or that
tho upper classes are olectivg to accopt her
ug proqenhug tho purest and meést con-
yonial form of Clirlslion doctrine and
digeipline, Tho' Iatler alternativo wo
will ‘dis nies, a8 tho main point. of the
romark has boén taken to lie {a tho im-
plication of the formor, = o

Now, it is not posalble to holmvu
that our Church is esseuhully any
loss “to day than-she bhas-alwdys been,
the Church “ef the poor. - Among her
mont devout and devoted momnbers mny
bo reckoted many of the ‘poorest and
most uneducated. Some of her moat im-
portant - Seciolics are organized to pro
vide instruction for the poor; a vast
amount of lier literaturo is enlculated to
oxplait and popularizo hier doctrines and
]u-ineiplne ; her preachers, if they have
any ono -distingnishing - eharacloristic,
have - that of plainness and direclness,
us all this deliberate- direction of effort
falléd?- Some snswor that iu a pgreat
monsure-it bas, Thoy point to places of
alum worship which have in inauwmerable
instancos spruzng up in sootions of the
country whoro the Church was firet on
tho ground, and had the chargo of - large
but now divided populstions. Of course
wo are also rominded of the torpor which
fifty years ago scomed to ouverap Anglican
Institutions, while the sects ware gather-
ing into theirfolds by warm aud excit-
ing roligious movements, thoso who hnd;
becomo chilled by tho apparent deadnoss
of their epmhml surroundings. -
'howevor, is “only to utter a trulsm

to say, that whon the Church naglects her |

work ather- bodlee will supplant: hor:
Man -will hnvo roligien. just as he wrll
‘have water; it he canmot ebiain the
Jliving water. from the: rock, he will}
.quench his thirst {n the rank nnd muddy
“yleos” of the prairic. . Ifthe dislocatéd
shouldor ia ‘niot set, geacious Natare pro-|
.coods to, furnuh snother, though “far less
porfect nosket, for the displaced ball.  It|
is & meroiful dupenaahcn, that. wheu the
‘Churoh of Englnnd has grown pmud and||
.dogumatic, nnd has kept ' aloof: from the

living: oumnt of popular ‘séntiment, she3

has nok eyen tﬁgn,been allomd to: con-
-demn.. her ‘negleocted children- to - blank
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dﬁgs jmome, reely tha‘
Rollgfous - feeling.?:
it ihay not-be deu‘{ud thet by'meau
expodtlon, and ear, ly, usé-of the meniory,
tio langiage.of our-uervncu : nfeyabewme
oven to the unedumbed Y nnl.unl and

sior, Yet sumly School-room and Mis'
sion - Services, popular hymns, hearty
smgiug, and: fervid - preaching, may be
somotimes resortad.to- by our clergymen,
-1and shortened. services “on “week daya
will yiold. occasionally "a ealutary " varia-
tion from the cut and dri»d routine cf
piled-up offices which obmlns nach Sun
day forenoon; - :

But the root of the’ matter is: uot hero
~—the nllenntlon of any ordor of the peo-
ple from the Church is ‘sometimes eaused
hy neglet on the part of the pastor,
Never has a congregation been found to
dwindlo. where tho clergyman was .as
wall known by the fire-side or.the bad-
aule. and bengath the ‘roof of the poor, as
in.the dmmng T00m,; 01 undor tho sound-
ing ‘board of the pulpit ; “whon he was
something : more and_beller to. his flock
than a "distant ObJCGt of admiration i
newspaper- reporis of platforin specches
or as tho star of sowio- semi- rellglouu
“Omuoiunt Gatherum.” - Nor ‘must” we
wonder if thoso whose imperfect training
and educnhou dods mot not permit -them to
ace things in the “same light 08 ardont
and restheuo yeun" clorg} men, should
recoil from, as -dangorous innovations;

- [ recent revrvels of- coremony, and- decom—

tion in-worsliip, whenever imitated, un-
dor wmnnifesily -uirfavorablo ~couditions,
by a Colonfal Chuich, .

Biit ‘tha: Church - 3ill nover alienate
any cluss. of her childten so”long as
tenl” spiritual bond cotncets them with
tho pastor whose friendship, connsel and
encoutagoment- they ‘claim and enjoy.
S0 longas ho guides thom nnd their
children-in -sorrow “and joy by _perronal
voico tnd pronence,—-eo long as he can
console them as his penitonls, and rebuke
thom in lovb as thoir dlrector, he will
nevor loso them from the Church. If he
forgots ‘thoim, they will forget him, and
his Ohiirch. will#seo her children sceking
olsewherg more lovo, morp wnrml.h more

guidaneq.. i Uit
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OF NOVA-SCOTIA: »

Wha_have baoa handed: the follewing
Resolution, wluch speaks, “alas! -too
plainly for ltaelf, but which, neverthuless,
calls. for some comment, asit” cerlainly
offords food for serious refinction, as well
as grounids for immediate'action:-<. | * |
Moved by H.-Pryor, Esq,, D. C. L,
seconded by E.D Maynell, 1<.sq, and
unanimously Resolved, That ' .

Whereas, The Widows' and Orphane
Fund has not increased in proportion -te
the claims upon it, the Committoe Tegret
that they nm.compelled o redune +he!
pension to $150 per anuuwi, from the Ist
July next, until sush-time.ag the.ineoms
be largely ididroas formal
Totico ﬂioreof o' given ito {allthe pen-
pione s that tho nbova sotutlon
be p in.t e&mmﬁa ‘GuaRD1ax.

- It appeass, by the Just . Regorl of the
Comnultee, thﬂt ten wndo '

. _Almou,‘two addmonnl
named vae been added; 1 lnng Ve pr
sent namber. tiralld'i 'm 411. A
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sufficlent “ul: Lranee. ol' mtolhgent rlsvo- :

WIDOWS': AND OBPHANS' FUND|

m.y Y
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miums pzud by the Clergy. themaeque,
The recelpte {rom Eamhea, last yéér,
)weordmglo the  Report;: wm8374 31, or
an average from each - Parish of abont
34 00 for thia most important ob_]cct.

8 Mhiﬂmhnppy -slatorof tlungﬁ
v A8 thitich*a"teffoction ° apoi tho elétgy
as it is upon the laity, thé former .of
whom appear to have taken littla interee.
in what may”some day pr’ovo ‘an inidati-
mable blessing to ‘their -own families.
It is aatanding -repronch to the Church
that the clmms of such a Fuud e this
should hve received 5o little conatdera-
tien, and it will not be much to the
crodit. of her members if-an increased
intereat is not immediatoly swakened-in
ils behalf,. and prompt elforts are not
put forth  to prevent the withdrawal of
what m'\y scom but a t.nﬂm" nmount
but what to -many of the widows is of
most Sericus consequenco,

* -y >

** MISERABLE!

“THE Net contains soveral. very carnest
and very reasonable appeals for help in
Miesionary work : but .1t is miserable o
read such a sentence’ns this :—‘During

my dbisonice the. Wesleynns have sent a
preachor here (though we are all Church.
men, with the exception of twe or three),
and they are ‘irying to raise funds to
build & chapel.. Of course this' is not
very plcasant; a3 we avo uot ‘used o any-
thing like: divisions.! = Newfoundlaid,
Burgeo : Rew: J. “Cunnin J.'mm When
will ‘tho Wesleyans begin to read their
Bibles instead of prelendm" to preach
the Uospol 1 . “No divisions' ia-as much a
pnrt of tho Gospel as ‘no_murder’ and
‘no! edult.ery.)—Olr irek Bellu e

lndeed it s miseralls - Tt s a sad
commentary on our modern Methodism,’
which professes to  be in sympathy with
Jobn Wee]ey,e vigws, .from whom I.hey
lnku their mame. .That offorts should be
mnde to cnuse dwlsrona and confueron in
a commumty confessedly Church in een-
timent and disposilion, isa disgrace to
tho boasted Christinnity. of ihe age
Methodists and others had better turn
their attention:to the' conversion of those
lying -in- heathen- darkness, instead of
preying upon the Church. .. There is
tos much .of this: same.thing. practiced
everywhere, and 1t ]8 time the sober
mmds among _them put n_atop toit.

THE CO-ADJUTOR BISHOP' or
T FREDFRIOTON '

g

Br the time this 1ssue reaches our
readors, this important matter will  be
decided. -Should the clergyman proposed |.
be well known, ¢oming - with - sitong

_,recommeuﬂntlons “from - Churchmen in

high-positions in England, ‘avd nomizat-
ed by the Bishop, he_will - probnbly be
unnmmoasly elected,: though some wonld
prefer that the nominee should be por-
soual]y koown to, his: ;Lordship, who
knows far better thax'’ auy English people |¢
can --what: kindof o-mpn s, needed For
the: Dloceso The. growth-and ; ‘prosperity.
ot the Church depend. in o large measurs
on: the wisdom:of the thoice that:is made,
Neither - financially nor parochmlly are
e able to carry the burden of au ‘un-
popular Blshoyi “‘\We need” one ‘who

o 'wxll ms i oenﬂdenee and seal, atound
h_ |:whom ou lelt\yumll mﬂy,&nhn%whom
‘= the ¢lergy -will find a wise and prudent

leador,” Much -Yaution y@r thedh “axer”
cised by th eMetr \1‘ we doubt
mot, the gentlehi % be"ﬂa

3enemll'y‘ 'Mpfablb.d nllhy the!Holy

ST

il be !

'Gh’ﬁwgﬂdn tha Syned L indé ol;;)rceel W
. i ot
CHURCH ACT. OF»;NOVA scorm ‘

m for it herg, '
| Act. 77 1‘;‘@\7
ameuded 3
: dBettie ttdb t]qu:cmar,
anH'Aibed.gly. aa?follbm. Faedoaho il
+No' person " shall -  officiate. a8 &
Mmlaler of the” Church of ' England
withia the Province of Nova’ Seoha, but’
such s shall be duly licensed or insti-
tuted. toithe cure of souls by,the Bishop
of iheDibéese, hnvmg prevxously sub-
scribed to such’declarations ~of Asbetit,
ard: conformily fothe® doc'rines -and
discipline of the Church of England, s
may bf gnjoined;in; Edilabd al ‘the time’
of mal(‘uszl ruch aubccrlpl.ldus, Bxcep! as
far g&-they,, orsny ,of them, may ba
contraty to, or~inconsistent * with any’
Cnpons or Regulation
ot /Dloc un - Synods
or institulion shall be' “refused without | :
the rensons therefore being duly signi-
ied in writing, and dehverad to_the.

I8}

letters of institution.

ghall:-romain ‘as -heretofore, and -when|
Ay church -shall be “erected for. divine
gervice, according. te the- rites “of tho
Chuich of Englaud, the Bishop of the
Dioceso may allot= distriet ‘which - -shall
be the™ parish ot suehi Church. - The
Bishop may also divide ahd sub;divide

| any parials, now estnbhshed, or_ hereaftor

to Le eshﬂsllshed but & parish’ghall ba
divided ot .. sub- dmded ‘upless on- the,
npphcntlon of o majority of the parreh-
mners present at any public meeting of
the patish, called for the consideration af
guch a measure,

- 3. When any reclory shall be vacant
& meeting of the parishioners shall be
eummoned either . by .the Church War-
dens or by any five parishiomars,: either
by notics given in the church, or churches
if there be maore _than’, one,. during thi
time of divine servrco, or if _there-be no-
public  service. in the “parish, then’ by
notice affixed to the door or daors of the
church- or churches;-.such - notice - to be

*| &iven in .any code'not less than' fifléen

nor amoro thanithirty days bt-.fore the day
of meeting; at.which.meeting a c‘lergymnn
10 full ordory' of - the Cliurch of Enghnd,
or of any - branch of - the Church of Eng-
land, may ba elocted Tector by 4 majovity.
of :the- parlshloners then -~present:: ~A |2
copy . of . the. _resolution ‘containing’, the
nauie of tho person elected, shall be Torth-
with forwarded. to the Blshop,attestod by
the signatare ‘of the chajrman, and.two’
other parishioners; and the clerzymen so
clected, when ho shall have.obtained the
Bishop's Letters of - I nsmuhon, shall be
Inducted by the, Bishop into. the-raid
parish. “If'no election "bo -made. wrthm
twelve months after I:he ol:currence of !
vacancy, the Bishop ' shall - be at libelty
to appoint -a recter. = - -

4. The Reotor or: Clorgymau ofﬁcrntmg

- |28 Rector,:and the ; parishichers. of evehy.
) p-msh ghall meet annually on Mouday

1in Easter week, nolice of the hour and
place of meetmn having been, firsl given
by the Rector: oF dfhcmtm" lCléi'gyfnh‘n
at which, meoting two Church Wardens.
anc, twelve Vestr)meﬁ shall He chgsen
hy the parishioriers, and hny parish. bus-
iness may be ‘transseted.  Thé Rabtor,
with the.Church Wardens and Viestry so
elected, ‘in all matteis conneoted with:the
church, nnd persons uslmlly nlteqdm
its sefvices and “ordinances within. their
respective parishes shall have the like
powers ag they have heretofore oxetcisad
in this Province. In the absence of the.
Rector, or. Clergyman officialing as Regtor.
cr as daly liscensed . Curate, the parish-
ioners may ab any meeting elect their own
chairman; - “Wherve there are two or more
churches in“ono’ parish, the congregation’
of each church, other, than t.he Parlsh
Church may meet “togdther Honually fo'l’
appoint $wo. Chapol: Wardens, who, sub-
ject to the contml of tha[Hdstor; Wardens:
and Vestry, ghall have cherge vof -gaid-
churel--or - chapel;-and - -the Zexereiso o
this right"#hall o ,-,mterfeze "with the
Tight of . the panslilon rs‘&"lnelt(d !

‘the ssid congrabation; “or. &6
to take part 1 the Etsler ce ferthe,
elechon - of Glrurelr Ward Véstr]'r.

men for the whole Parizh. .r_rn,.,_
B If .in-consequence- -of a- -Yacancy,

for gm"nri on,; xé:&ﬁ:‘ ceting

shall hureh f He
-aYu&rhg.Lw ﬂmnw"wn

.

1876 vmh the Ameudments t:pi mere :
AL ,udded and we,mnke

youl. ,a';"" [ e,

A nhm of pﬂmnqm; tormgpﬁr}hgquo

l'nlprut -on: Investmenh, and - the. 8700* CleEE

the Proyincial | .
nd 1o license] . =/

qpphcnnhvrthm three months: from™ the|
date of application- forreuch llcense or

2. The Parishes niready estebhshed ::

18| syith trumpe.s and”. clarrons

may ro- :

‘ﬂro upoh reearptof nny such Tes
; Enaﬂous,

i Be jthorities. - n;::;f the 1 refnaal
*person 6 to th
‘f Ch 'Wardep, or Veetn'rna‘:: ‘:)Tg;:.
any v%: }d otf‘?uhcm i} axﬁt&r of;
:l];e said offices (by death orreslgnatxon):'
8:V, qyxnr vaeannleq may_-be
# deting held ataly hma’)f tha 31:33
uﬁereall‘.er ‘provided,
Ei'tﬁer at the Faster nieeting, or, if o
‘ordered 'by the: Easter neeting, ai 4
meeting of fhe veatry held not. later than
three weekeaﬂer the, parish mecting, or
adJonrned panah meehng, the outnumu
Wasrdens shall present their a(.cuunts
and shall transfer: to the mewly clvclcd
Wardens the books and all documenu
ﬁrloﬁres or or.her property beion"um

after due motice,

efparieb,.'which shall . be in thcu-;ost?
sosalon, - -,
i 70 T (To be contmned.)
LHRISTMAS-TIDE
3 | it
Some Facts ‘and Fanc:ea concerning
"The Day.

[Whtten for the Church Guardiay.]

mr mzv P K porrs, OF ILLINols,

) (Coucluded.)
Throughout the middle ages and down
to the Reformation, C‘hnstmas was uni-
verally.observed ; “but at last found op-
ponents among the Scotch; for we are
told ‘sthat the mmlsters of Scotl.md in
conterapt of ‘the ither hallie dayes ob.
seruit in Exgland, canse their wyfis and
servants to spin in oppin sicht of the
people upon yeul day; and their affec.
tionate awliteurs constraines thoir tenants
to yok their pleiichs (plows) on yeu! day
imeontenpt of Christ's natiuitie,  Whilk
our Lord has not left unpunsit, for their
oxin ran wod (mnd) and brak their nekis
and leamit (lamed) s6me pleuch men as is
notoriously knawm in suudxe partes of
Scotland.” . -

In 1652 Gromwells artiament ordered
“that 1o observation. Enll be had of the
five:and twenty “day of ' December, com.
mozly.ealled Chrlstmas Day; nor any
solefithity tiged ;or " exercised upen that
day intespeet theréof.” In May 1ith,
1659, the. following 14w was enacted ia
\Iaas'tcbusctls, “for prenting (preventinyg)
disorders arising in several places within
this’ Junsdlctlon, by reason of some ob-
serving -such < festivals as were supersti-
lously kepl in olher -ceuntrics to the
great dishonor of Gop and the ofience of
othérs. - It . is thersfore . ordered by this
court ‘and ‘the' authority thereof that
whosoever shall be found observing any
such day as Christmas or the like, either
by forbearing of labor, feasting or in any
other way, upon sich aceount as afore-
said, every. auch - persons so offending
qhn]lpw fqr  every such offence five
shlllm"s;es a fine to the. county.” In
this connection .we -must not fuil to
speak: of minee pies: and plum poridye,
bot v)uch were forbidden upon Christ-
n bough appurent]y agreeable enongh
it other tunoe Butler tells us of thuse
who 'ii his dny.

“Quarrel with nii.ce pies, and disparage
Their Lest and denrest friend, plum porridye.”

L, It is a curious faot that even in rude
{imes Christmas-had*the power to miti-
Lgato the ferocities’ of war. “In the siegs

]of Orleans jn-1428 the ~solemnities and

festivities of Christinas gave a_short in-
terval or Yepose.., The Enrrhsh\ lord re-
'quesl;ed of the* French commenrlera that
thex? might have a night “of minstrelsy
Thts was
aranted, and - the horrors ‘of war were
euﬂpended Ly -delighitful miclodies.”

« Passing froi~the.realm of fact to that
of famoy,:we romark  that:in the olden
timos-it :was generally believed that on
Christmas Eve* the. cattle. ¢f-all Chris-
tinng’fell’ down on-their. knees," even as
th oxén’sre sid to. have done ip the
_etblehem “There. is also
glend to t)m effect Ehat all the phnts of

estinethen assumed :the. vardure of
Tuge, 28,4 token .of the Paradise which
o Fegained. by‘oul‘ ‘Snviour. A mem-
‘orial of this wonderful change is said to

m .

f | be; traceable to.this day. ‘in. thie’ ‘Glaston-

\

hur

It was also. beheved ‘tha pon- this day
all the elsments: were hushed i m, -peace s9
thaf’ as_Mrlton talls wess LA

thorn wlnoh blossoms in: tho win-

tho\n

-'-Th p_owprs p£ dnrknees w
Bhibk ao*that no évil ﬁuence
rg'%}%ﬂ{ﬁwﬁeevbmhem sfpon; inan:

poged; i qrow. 4‘4

#ﬁ}%‘.’&v d%ru Pe-i'e"m‘l' ded

"ﬂ&m%&ﬁ the members{
g ]
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Tndes to this in “Ham]et,” where hene-
preeents Margellus as sa el 4 -

<aAn q'ﬂ-' ;
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