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of soience, I thought to have in it & sure
refago from sll the contingencies of life. This
illugion is vanished; when the tempest came
which plunged me in sorrow, the moorings, the
cable of science, broke like thread, Then I
seized upon that help which many before me
Lave laid hold of. I sought and found pesace
in God. BSinoe then I have cortainly not
abandoned scionce, but I have aseigned to it
another place in my life.”

Happy are they who loarn to build upon a
sure foundstion before the final storm descends,
when the hail shall sweep away the refuges of
lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding
places of infidolity and unbeli ef.—T'he Armory

HOME REUNION NOTES.

—

Tur BisLE.

Mr. Spurgeon is reported to have said at
tho moeting of the British and Foreign Bible

Scoiety:—

¢ Thero is nobody here that loves thadivisions
of Christendom. Wo would ull end them if we
could. How to do it I cannot toll. Uity I
love, but atlempts at unity always create fresh
divisions, All the echomes I have ever seen
have beer but partly sucoessfnol. Wben we
shall all come to the Word of God, and each
man chall eay, “There, I retraot everylhing I
bave said if it is not in accordance with that
Book; I will come down to the strict Word
of Christ and walk in the spirit of it to th> ut:
most of my ability,”—then shall we all come
together.’

How heartily do wa all echo this desire, and
yot how far aro we from the attainment of
it! TFor just as the great Sscrameni of Love,
whioh should be the means of binding together,
all Christisns in one Body, has becomo one
of the groatest causcs of division, so the Bible,
which we all accept as the ultimate appoal—
tho final law—is at present made the csuse and
jostification of every division,

It is clesr, therefore, that something is want:
ing, some suthority to tell us the true inter-
protation of the Word of God ; for as soon as
privale intorpretation is allowed to eome in,
the floodgates of division are opened for all
timo, and the good iuflaence in a common belief
in Holy Soripture as tho Word of God is im-
meodiately noutralised.

Oao of the errors into which the Reformers
foll was to claim for ithomselves the exclusive
right of an appeal to Holy Scripture, as if all
Chbristians had not from tho very first nccepted
that appesl. We must nover forgot that when
our Lord dwolt on oarth, the Holy Soriptures
wore the Otd Testament Scriptures, and to Him
and to His Apostles they were ¢ the Word of
God.! OQur Lord, by quotations from them,
silences Salan himsolf, and tho Sadducoes and
iho Pbarisees, and His discourses are full of
references to the Old Testament Scriptures,
From this, iwo important inferences are to be
drawn :—(1) That whatever the limits of what
is called the ‘ higher criticiem’ should be, they
canpot assail what Ho has attested in regard to
the Ol Testament; (2) that the Scriptares,
thus authoritatively accepted and interpreted,
go completely siienced the gainsayers that they
never attempled to bring any privalo inter-
protation of their own against tais testimony.

Further, this appeal to the Word of Gad was
continued by tho Apostles and other writers of
the Now Testament; the Now Testameont, not
only in the Gozpel narratives but in the Epis-
1los, is full of referonces and quotations fiom
the Old. This refcrence to Holy Suripture as
the final sppesl was slways ncknowledged by
the great defendors of the fuith, Asthe Arch-
bishop of York puts it in his great speech at the
moeling above alluded to:—

¢ When Athanssius is vindicating against

Arius the Divine character of onr Lord, it is
notable that he does not appeal to the traditions
‘or the like; he appeals, texi by text; to the
blessed Word of God. When Thomas Aquinas,
in the days of the great new literature then
reviving, has to grapple with the mighty task
of putting in its proper place that new liters-
ture, he again appeals constantly to the final
law and word—the Divine Book. He as olearly
acknowledges Holy Writ as the authority as
any one of us present in this hall could do.’

And so to the present day the Roman
Catbolic controversialist will appeal against
the Protestant to the Holy Soriptures, which,
especially in the toaching about the Holy
Bucharist, in its literal interpretation would
apparently vindicate the Catholio rather than
the Protestant teaching on the Sacraments.

Again, the Reformers, from their z2al to
utilize printing for the dissemiration of trans-
lations of the Bible in the vmlgar torgue,
ignored the fact that such had been the
Church’s mode of proceeding from the begin
ning : there wore from the first the translations
of the Old Testament into the Greek language
~—overruled, I think, by God Himself as one ot
the meacs for the conversion of the heathen.
Then there were Syriac and Greek versivns of
the Now Tostawant, and Jerome's translation
of tho whole Bible into Latin, called the Val.
gate becaunse writlen in the then volgar tongue.
And there was no mission to the heathsz in
older timoa in which some MSS. of the Gospel
did not form an importunt pact of their equip-
ment.

The Roman Churoh is blamed for not having
at the Reformation pat iteelf at the head of the
movement for the dissemination of the Scrip-
tures in the vulgar tongue; to have done so
would have been in strict accordance with
Catholio traditions, but it was a critical Lime,.
The corruptions of the Church had to be dealt
with ; the Reformers weore vory naturally im-
patient ; the putting forth of a perfestly fair
and true traaslation at such & period of bitter
controversy was almost an impoesibility, and
yet great ovils most and did arise from the
rapid dissemination of suy version not dunly
authorised, beoanse it comld nct be carcfully
considered.

There is therefore nothing in history against
the Bible being the rallying-point of all, because
it has been accepied by all, or as the Arch.
bishop put it, ‘ The Bible is our authority . . .
tho suthority of every one who in the name of
God preaches Christ's Gospol day after day.

The great crux is, Who is to interprotit?
Christ interproted it so that nove could gainsay
or resist it, Tho Apostles interpreted it, and as
the whole undivided Church has accepted their
teaching as canonical, none oan gainsay or
resict it, And in the same way we bolieve
that Christ has given power to His Church
at all time to interpret it even as Ho and His
Apostles did. We all accept this interpretation
8o far as the Apostles’ and Nicone Creeds
go, whioh have pot only been passed by sue-
occseive (10 umenical Counoils, but have received
tho genoral assent of Christendom from all
times,

Many are esgerly asking for suoh authorita.
tive teaching in reference to the ¢ highor oriti-
oism’ of the Bible, telling us how much we are
to receive, how much of it we are to rejoot.
And & chance of fresh divisions on the Bible
question is appsrent, for much danger io the
weaker members is caused by our professed
frionds on either side of this conroversy. The
Bible is the Word of God, and as far as the Oid
Testament is voncerned it has been attested to
bo such by our blessed Iord Himself, This
surely must be a warning against the advanced
oriticism ‘ spproaching’ too near the barning
bueh,” a8 the Rev. J McNuill cantioned in his
speech at the B.ble Society mecting, Bat there
are dangors slso from other friecds, who would
teach that every word of our originsl and every

word of the translation is actually infallible and

inspired, and therefore that oriticism can do us
no good. .
=But the Archbishop wisely says:—

¢It would be rash for anybodyin my pnsition
not to speak gratefully of all that has been done
by enlightened oriticism of tho New Testament,
But it does not necessarily weaken our faith in
Seriptare: quite the contrary. It gives us a
reason now for what we have all along believed,
that in receiving the history of Christ, His
Desth and Resurrection, and all He has told us
of the power of that Death and Resurreotion,
we feel that we are on stronger ground ; that
the historical facts are as good, and better than
any other historical faot; and that we may
open our Bible with & believing eye and mind,
and love it, and trust it, and live upon it.’

And the two modes of oriticiam are well
described :—

"tThe fact of the mafter is that we, from our
point of view, begin from the centre and go
outwards, while [adverse] oriticism begius
from the periphery and works inwards, with
the hope sometimes of destroying the centre
iteelf, which is the supernetaral,’

I gather from all this that the authoritative
interpretation of Soripture must not be so given
as to shut up 8 reverent criticism of our version
of the Bible, or in snch a way as to ohoeck
individual interpretation of God's Word for the
comfort of individual souls. All in this par-
ticular that we have to ask in the name of
Unity is that suoh individaal interpretations
may not be forced on others as if they had
received the consensus of Christendom.

And to those who ask for the authoritative
teaching of the Church, I would point out that
they ask what cannot be immediately obtained.
We bave it as regards the essential dootrines of
the Faith as embodied in the Creeds,  If fresh
and further definitions are demanded, they oan-
not come until either & Counoil of the undivided
Church can be summoncd together, or until
such a consensus of opinion oan be won from
all divided Christendom as will with one voice
give the teaching desired.

It is a question of ‘in your patience possess
yo your souls.’ The Church is not & human in-
stitation, and oan afford to wait. If we conld
only sgree not to enforce with authority what
the Chuorch has not defined a3 of faith, we
should have made one step towards making
our common acoeptance of Holy Seripture a
bond of Unity.

And to control those who are afraid of the
advanced oriticiem, I conclude with & beantiful
passage from the Arohbishop’s speech : —

It is no use blinking the matter—Will you

have a religion in which the supernatural is ro-
cognized, or s religion withont. the super-
patural ? Richard Reuter, the great German
soholar, eays: ‘I do not see how there can be
a revelation without the supernatural, for what
is revelation? 1t ia the voice of the super-
austural. A religion which thould be a Divine
revelation, and yet so conceal its divinity a3 to
have neither prophecy nor miracle, would be:.
religion almost impossible to conceive.’  The
supernatural, then, must always be, And when
wa turn to Christ Himself, the Centre and Core
of our Religion, it is not oriticism that must
givo us the evidence that we wantabont Him—
it i3 Christ Himself Who must give it. As
surely as whon He walked on the shores of
Galilee ; as surely as when Ho spoke to men,
and by His speech convinoed thom and made
them love Him, so surely will he convince us
who walk abomt in this busy nineteenth cen-
tury, and lesd us, and win us, and govern our
consciences, if we give onrselves to Him. .
Exporiences have come down to us from afar,

not on the strength of the historical argnment

that they were indeed what they were supposed

to be, but by the inward force by which they

first showed us Christ and then led us captives.

to Christ. Never mau spake like this Man;

never & love like this Love; never such & Life

was seen on earth before, Never did the dream.
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