
12
MISSION FIELD

JAPAN.

Under the titIe of "The Birthda2
of a Constitution the Tokyo co
respondent of The limes gave i
that journal, on March 22nd an
April 3rd, a graphie description o
the eeremonies and rejoicinga witl
which the promulgation of consti
tutional governmont for Japan wa
accompanied.
. " Twenty-one years ago the young
Emperor of Japan, restored to tem
porai power fron the seelusion
weil nigh smounting to entomb
ment, which had been endured fo
some eight centuries by his ancien
dymasty swore solomnly before th
nobles and territorial princess o
this Empire that, as one of th
leading principles of his futur
away, the ' government should b
conducted in accordance with pub
lie opinion and- popular representa
tion.' Of the earnestress of th
assurance ample proof was afforded
by the measures of the succeeding
decad. A*
length in 1801 the Emperor affirm
ed his original assurance by a re
script proclaiming that a complete
parliamentary system should b
carried into affect in the year 1890
During the interval thathas passc
since that declaration, as in th
period precoding it, the whol
course of Japan'e polity and method
of government has been directed to
the new order of things that is
destined te arise mext year undei
the terme of the Sovereign's prom
ise. In every step, every change
and every novelty that bas been
adoptêd from time to time as occa
sion required, the pilote of the Ja
panese ark of State have kept
steadily before them as thoir goal
the sound establishment of a a con
atitutional monarchy as understood
in Europe. That the task was no
easy one noue can doubt. It was,
indeed, surrounded with gravedifil.
culties and perils, amid which rash-
noms might be irreparable and error
fatal. Ooly by vigilance and fore-
sight of the highest order could the
knotty prhblem of enfranchising a
people that Lad emerged but yes-
terday, as it were, from the ehadow
of feudalism be approached with
any hope of succes. * *
Yeeterday (February Ilth) was the
anniversary of the birth of the Em-
peror Jimmu Tonno, the Soveroigu
froin whom sprang this oldest of
the world's dynasties, and who, ac
cording to the commonly received
chronology, began to reign in the
year 660 B.o. Yesterday, then, was
chosen as an auspicious day on
which the firat Monarch's descend-
ant, the Emperor Mutsuhito, might
fitly ratify his Imperial vow and
proclaim and give the new Consti-
tution to his subjects, * * *
Prier to yesterday's ceremony of
promulgation tha Emperor exeout-
ed a solemun oath in the Palace
Santuary, by which ho swore, in
the names of the great founder of
his Rouse and of his other Imporial
ancestors, that he would inaintain
and secur o from decline the ancient
form f government, and would
nover fail to be an example to his
subjeote in the observance of. the
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new liw. Theon, after a shoit annot bat remove many diffiaul-
speech, couched in stately and tiês, especially in remote districts,
kingly language sud uttered with frôm the work of evangelization.

The fact that the Emperor has

r great dignity, Ris Majesty publioly made such a solemn declaration of
delivered the said w to ount hi subjects' religions liberty will

SKuroda, Tis Minister President of be almost as valuable as the liberty
n State. Thee are five in number, itéelf, as showing that the govern-

and are entitled respectively the ment no longer maintains the ex-
f Constitution of the Empire Of Ja- isting religions of Japan in their
h pan, the Imperial Ordinauce con- exclusive position.
- cerning the Hous of Peers, the What, however, is mare impres-
s Law of tiie Houses, the Law of sive than any of the provisions in

Election for the members of the detail ie the fact of the new Consti-
House of Representatives, and the tutiens' existence.

- Law of Finance. In the first, one (To bc Continued).
salient and interesting féature is the
care taken te affirm with emphatic

r brevity the time-honored doctrie - HLA RC U RT
t of the sanctity of the Emperor's tiO. nARCOUR
e title and the immutability of his
f dynaety. Thus, while the first ar- &
e tiole declares that his lino shall raun
e 'for ages eternal,' the second saysCL
s simply 'The Empeor ie sacred n ERICAL TAILORS AND
- inviolable.' Then follows a defini-
- tien of the sovereigu prerogatives, ROBE MAKERS.
s from which it appears that, while

the Emperor is to romain the source
of all laws, in that without Impe- CLEIRGYMEN requiring, Sur-

t rial approval no parliamentary plces, rtoler. Cas.cku, or Clerical Coilars,

- meaaures eau become law, the mak- p write or Cal ou ne.

ing of laws le to be the furction of GENTLEMEN requiring Academie
the Diet, and no law can be put Hooda. Barr isters' Gowns nr Baga, Q. 0.
into Torce wiLhout its assent, the Gowns or Baga, or Robes of any description
one exception on the latter point can procure tbem from us.
being that the Emperor roserves

e the power ' issûing ordinances in 43 KING STREIT EAS ',
e urgent cases, on behalf of the pub.

lie safety or welfare, when the Diet TORONTO.
is not sitting, but that such ordin- 49-tf
ances to romain law must be ap-
proved at next Parliamentary Se Spe eral Noti ce

- sion. In eucceeding articles it is WE ARE NoW BEADY To SUPPLY
laid down that the Emperor doter- E N IED O
mines the organisation of every Our New llprovd
branch of the administration, ap. GURNET HOT-WATER HEATERI

- pointsand dismissas all civil and
military officers, and fixes their Guaranteed More Ecnomical in fuel
salaries; that he has i he supreme Quicker in Circulation, and
command of the army ánd navy, Larger Heating Surface
and determines their organizations Than Any Boiler now Made.
and peace standing; and that it is
lie who makes war or peace, con- Contains all known Improvements /
cludes treaties, confere titles of no-
bility, rank, orders, and other Combines strength, Durabilty, and
marks of honor, and grants amnes- .
ties, pardons, and commutation of is Elegant i Appearance.
punishment. The rights and duties EASY TO MANAGE.
Sotsubjects are ziett lot fôrth. By
those it i determined, among other E. O. Curnev & Co.
things, that a Japanese subjoot'
while amenable to taxationsud te 385-387 St. Paul,
service in the army or avy, shall MONTREAL.
be frec from ahl illegal arrest, deten-
tion, trial, or punishment; that, ] dfl dw ard's
subjct in every case te the prSi-u
sions and limita of the laws, he shall Demiecated p
have liberty of abode and of change Conss o! Enttryt of aeE? and choice

go VEGT,&13rona dy or ttale; agroo- an
of abodt ; that hie house shal net VEany made rea for the ;ele ar s-

abet.the aite.
be entered or seArched against his rUra , Vt,

will; that the secrecy of bis letters and i, In its proportions of feuh-formera
and all his rights of property shal heat-formers aud minerai Malt, a most

h inviolate; sud tlat ha shall en. porfect diot

joy fredo m of rbligiôs belief, côt- rola SA= nR ALILGECEE8.

uistantly with tie datis of të euh- ts' U' #m'@o I 9bi u
joct aüd the premrvation of peac wHOLRALE DIPOT:
and order, as *t11 M liberty Of so Ut. Sacrammt Street, Montrel.

speech, writing, publication, public EDwADs»' EoOoxIO Cooruar- a vain-
me. ting, and associttion." able book-Post trie on application.

the bèaring of this great consti- 2o
tutional change upon missionary Canada Paper
wok is obviouB bath in what je ex- Paper makes 4 Whoil tanes
pred.Ed snd in what in involved. Meesud shouS:
Txheelait provision that all Ja- , sd and M ORAIG BT., MONTERAI
panise ettBjes shill enjoy freedot i roNT ST., TOROITO.
of reliigift belief, as weil as liber- Mls
ty of epedh, writing, publiêt¶on' , M LLS IWINDSOR ME
public meeting, and association, wineon Mil.. V . P.g,

NoTICE-SPECIAL.
We have no General Travelling

A ent in Ontario, and have had
n ne for months past. If any ap-
pliation for new, or for payment
of old subscriptions has béen made
by any one under pretence of boing
such agent, the parties to whom
such application was made will
confer a favor by immediatoly com-'
municating with

THE CHURCH BUARDIAN
P.O. Box 504,

Mont real

THE TEACHERS ASSISTAN T.

A Monthly journal doesigned to ex-
plain and illustrate the Institute
Leafleté for Church Sunday-

Schools.
Price only 30 cents per annum.

Brimfal of interestin matter on
every Sunday's Lesun.

No Sunday-school Teacher who
tries itwill care to be without it.

The Bishop of Toronto thus writes
respecting the Assistant i

t1 strongly oommend it to the notice or
the Olergy of the Diocese, hoping that they
wil proe ts itrouls.tion among their

Try it for the Year beginning witAh
Advent next.

Address nwsEnL & HUTOHIION, 78 King
street, East, Toronto.

THE INSTITUTE LEAFLET
'OS

Church Sunday -Schools.
Based on the well-known publica-
tions of the Church of England
Sunday-school Institute, London.

Used largely in ail the Canadian
Dioceses and heartily approved

by many Bishops.

iecommended by the isynodiroi Mon-
treal, Ontarloand Torontoand by the n-
ter-Diocesan sunday.- chool Conference
embracing Delogates from live diocosu

Nov In the Seventh year of' pnblication.

Prepared by the sunday-School Commit-
tee o, the Toronto Diocese, and pnbished
by Meurs. Ravioli & Huteh'n, Toronto,
at the low rate or six cente per copy, per
eannnm, The OHEAPEST LEAPLET In th
world. Moderato In toue, e sund in Church
doctine sud trtu., to thie prinoiples cf theo
Fra yr hock. New Series ou tho "Lite
If Ou1r Lord,"1 beglus with Âdvont noxt.

send for ample copies snd ai particulars
Addreas RowSELL & Hurcarson, 7a King

street, Eats, Toronto.

TELEPHüNE NO. 1906

TOW NSHEND'S
Bedding, Ôuried fair, Moes, Alva, Fibre
andCottonMattrasses. The Stem-tinder
wove wire Beain four quautie. Feather
Bede, Bolsto. Pillows. &o., 8U StJames
treetMontreaL

Davidson & Ritch ie
ADOCÂATS, BÂAZZBTrES, AN»

.. roMMEZs AETI ÂLAw,

190 ST. JAME STRIE,
MONTREAL.
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