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* The smile of ch&wm *epk of age.”
A child heside asmptherdsagels, *
With lips of ho €
And fain would lis
To Him enthron’

That cherub gcze',‘lb'it' s brow,
So exquisitely. faied ..
Who would not bé an infant now,

To breathe an infant’s 'pra_y_'er?

No crime bath sh
:l’he eye scarce know enr ;

"Tis bright enongh from earth tospart,
And grace another sphere !

heart,

And I was once a happy thin
Like that which now I m.g’

No May-bird, on ecstatic wing,
More beautifully free.

The cloud that bask'd in noontide glow,
The flower that danced and uho:el. :

All hues and sounds, above, below,
Were joys to feast upon!

Let wisdom smile; T oft fi

5 'l;he colder haunts of mg:’:‘,‘t o
0 bie where infant hearts are met,
And be a child again; o

To look into the langhing eyes,
And see the wild thoughts play,
‘While o’er each cheek a thousand dyes,
Of mirth and meaning play.

O Maunhood! could thy epirit kneel
Beside that sunny child,

As fondly pray, and purely feel
With soul us undefiled ;

That moment would encircle thee
With light and love divine ;

Thy gnze might dwell on Deity,
Aud heaven itself be thire.

Rev. R. MoNTGOMERY.

THE LENTEN SERVICE.
A TRUE SKETCH.
(From the Evergreen.)

“Deem not such penance hard—thence from the soul
The en_rdl of flesh are loos’d, and earthly woes,
balf their power to harm ; while selt control
Learus that blest freedom, which he only knows,”

It is one of the most beautiful features of the sy
‘f"‘n prescribed by.t:ur primitive and Holy Calh:l?c
b urch, ﬁ.»r the spmtual.beneﬁt of her children, that

€ revolving months bring in succession befor; the
:tlt:'ntwe worshipper each important event in their
= sed Eedee_mer's life, and each doctrine and duty

- i:(‘)‘u‘g\ t to impress on the minds of His followers.
i dt‘ent, or Lent, or Pentecost, or Trinity be-
!‘I‘:.F “e celebrz_lte with adoring joy and gratitude
oo estival of.llls Nuativity. We rejoice with the
Whicl:“ sages, in the dawning of that glorious star,
oo .gmded ll’?ell’ steps to the feet of the infant Sa-
our; and ha\:mg thence followed Him, step by step,
°'"U'§§ the trials of His mortal progress, we mourn
ey ‘e agonies and bumiliations of Passion Week,
e““:t.omelu.lplale with sorrow and self-abasement llis
‘ inl mfl ignowinious death.  We join our sympa-
e W;.llh those of !'he desponding disciples, who
‘“e!lg“ trusted that it was IHe who should deliver
: :l were compelled to see the destruction of their
wizf]i: lerlﬂhe‘d h"'?“‘ and‘ do not our hearts burn
b us, when with ‘the little band of disciples we
e pernul.(ed, on the joyful morning of the Resurrec-
:lm, to hail our risen Lord; and having enj
€ui the precious privilege
on earth, 1

yed with
g 8 of :his renewed intercourse

t witness His glorious and triumpha
tu.:e::o(': to ‘:'His Father and our Father—lli: (];ul(;
P ; sod ? Once.mnre with holy joy and grati-
s |h‘e ; be.hnld the.ﬁflhlmem of that blessed promise
g est}val of W l.msunda'\', the gift of the ** Com-
fees i:. u: hg‘hl to “lighten the w:»rld," and guide our
Pt 0fe I:uy_nf peace. . In view 0!' this precious
Spsinted esnvuls‘ and Fasts, so wisely fitted and
- C by_ the Church to assist her members in
growth in grace, and preparation for the kingdom
“I‘lie::vef“;, our Il‘lilld.s natuially turn to one of the
which wo er institutions, the solemn Lenten Fust, in
g ae:le'conulnemorated her !.mrd's sufferings and
“Ium:n: :1n which, too, all are in an especial manner
g g(l;e ‘to lal‘l:ent over l!mse mus‘which brought
. le,(,ross. - How faithfully did the Primitive
s observe this Ioly season! How did they
i ende with deep sorrow of heart on the bitter ago-
-y u‘l;ed for ll_:em, and how f:'rcib!y did they strive,
“chus‘ the c.()nllnumwe of this solemn season, to
o men their hearts, by prayer and fasting,” and
e prepare themselves to follow in Iis steps, who
made perfet.:t through suffering!”  “I'he benefits
B such an appointment are too obvious, one would
ik, to the most careless and indifferent observer. to
overlooked or forgotten. |
:.eltlo :eglect duties for which their is no fixed time, is
nown. It becomes then of vital importance
‘l.t the Church should set apart certain seasons il;
lich we may more particularly examine ourselves, to
38certain our besetting sins, exercise true repentance
r the past, and by a rigorous course of self-denial
Prepare ourselves in future, “to live soberly, right 1
Ously, and godly in the world.” hSEVS
If such indeed be the beneficial results of the
Lenten Fast,” why, we are led to ask, is it so little
Tegarded by those around us? Isit less necessary
‘us, than the early Christians, those holy men, who
< er forgot that they were * strangers and pilgrims on
€ €arth,” living always as those who have here “no
e"ml"uiug city?*  [ave we greater deadness to the
World: are we more prone to follow on with unfalter-
step “the straight and narrow road” to Heaven

0 they were?

N W:.my. seek the true cause why this Holy season
80 imperfeetly understood and appreciated by many

of those who call themselves Christians, (as has been
ell observed by one of the ablest defenders of the
formed Catholic Church in this country,) iv the
?“'":‘f“l fact, that heresy and schism have entered
e “consecrated host of God's eleet,”” rending it
Ssunder, dividing the “body of Christ, which js His
the
" The
‘:::"my of the Church is disregarded—her .nnc:lem
a ,“'"k' rémoved—her most important institutions
e"d.ed by those who should be “one in Christ Jesus.”
r _'"d:eed as it is, it is no less sad than true, that an
nstitution so primitive in its origin, so valued and im-
Proved by the best men who have ever lived, and so
€xcellent in its design and all its tendencies, should
Meet with opposition from those who ought to be
Bathered into the true fold of Christ, and render a

“‘:"Ch' and arraying the professed followers of
e Lord against each other in hostile bands.”*

ch‘!P‘I'ful obedience to all his requirements.

The above train of reflections on the excellence of
the “ Lenten service,’ and its tendency, if faithfully
i'.""'o"ed, to *mortify all our evil and corrupt affec-
tions," and enable us daily to advance in “all virtue
&0d godliness of living,” was vividly recalled to mind

Y the present return of this Iloly season, and certain
“ Lenten
which it was the happiness of the present
If a short
sketch of these circumstances, as they really occured,

all contribute in any degree to produce a conviction
of the value of the * Lenten Fast,” faithfully observed,
to subdue unruly passions, and produce the meekness
‘0d gantleness which was in Christ, the object of this

Tecollections of events connected with the
- Ao
Writer to witness, not many years since.

imperfect notice will be answered.

T'he proneness of all of

It was the season of Lent in 1843. The parish of
M. had met on Ash-Wednesday, and uvited in its
most solemn services. In the expressive language of
the Church, they had sought to ** turn unto the Lord
with a!l their hearts, and with fasting, and weeping,
and mourning”—* worthily lamenting their sins and
acknowledging their wretchedness, that they may ob-
tain of Him who is the God of all mercy, perfect re-
mission and forgiveness through Jesus Christ, their
Lord.” The daily service of the Church, in com=
pliance with her evident design, was devoutly observed
by their excellent pastor, and on the recurrence of the
Ember Days and other Holy seasons, earnest suppli-
cations were unitedly offered up, that those who
should be ordained to any holy function, should ré-
ceive grace and Heavenly benediction, 8o that by their
lives and doctrine they might show forth the glory of
God, and set forward the salvation of men;’ whilein
thankful remembrance of all those who had departed
in the faith and hope of the Gospel, thanksgiving was
offered for their good examples, together with earnest
prayers that all others might so follow them, that they
might finally form one happy society in the kingdom
of their Father. With such abundant means of grace
faithfully improved, the beneficial effects in subduing
the temper aud sanctifying the affections, ma be well
inagined ; and in the subsequent narrative, should any
be surprised at the remarkable evidence it affords of
a meek, forbearing, forgiving spirit, may it not be fuirly
traced as was done, in all humility, by the now sainted
pastor, to the influence of the Lenten services, repeated
year by year, in forming the character and subduing
the unruly affections of sinful men.

The winter of 1843 was unusually severe; and
few are ignorant of the sufferings of the poor, in the
large towns on the sea-coast, especially from the diffi-
culty of procuring fuel. Many affecting instances of
this kind had already met the view of the writer, as
the almoner of the excellent Rector just mentioned,
an office with which he often honoured her, when, one
niorning, she received a call from him at an earlier
hour than usual, which he soon explained by saying,
that he had just heard of a case of suffering so severe,
as to require immediate attention, and it being such
as to render the aid of a female friend peculiarly im-
portant, he came to ask the assistance which had been
at all times so gladly rendered. The object of his
benevolent solicitude was a young woman, in the prime
of life, but surrounded by a large family of young ﬂl,d
helpless children. She had been very unfortunate in
her connection with a husband of singularly inefficient
habits; and whose indolence and inactivity depri\:ed
him of every employment his friends sought to pr('mde
for him, and thus left his family to all the e\:lls of
poverty. His wife was a native of the same village
with our good Mr. H., and belonged to a very respect=
able and excellent family, who endeavoured to bestow

on their chil iren that best of blessings—a good educa- |

tion ; and it was owing to the early development ofl

her faculties and the habit of self-reliance, that she

had been enabled, by her own exertions, thus far to
save her family from utter ruin. But scarcely.hud'she
begun to gain employment and friends in one situation,
when her unhappy husband, with the delusive h(.)pc of
bettering his condition, would .insist on removing 10
another place, until his wandering habits of life brought
him into the immediat ;

ance—au event not considered by her with any satis<
faction. To explain the state of her. feelings, 1t 13
necessary to recur again to her early life. “(‘I: parents
belonged to that numerous sect termed Bu!msts, mtd
it was during a period of great religious excitement in
ber native village, that she first received any serious

E

wreh,
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different feelings was it received by the meek and lowly
disciple of a crucified Master. Utterly forgetful of
personal injury, he thought only of that dear cause vear-
est his heart, and pitying the mistakes and delusions
which had occasioned these injurious reports, he re-
plied in the very spirit and language of his Saviour,
“ Father, forgive her, for she knows not what she does.”
But he did still more. e not only forgave, but the
next suggestion of his tender and compasionate spirit
was to recompense evil with good.  Like his Divine
Master and unerring Guide, it was not only his duty
but his delight to render “not evil for evil, or railing,
for railing, but contrariwise blessing, he was hereunto

| her removal into her present abode.

e vicinity of a former acquaint= |

called.,” With the iutelligence respecting himself, he
received also a history of the wants and sufferings to
which his early acquaintance had been exposed since
Her husband had
left her in quest of employment, also in the midst of
strangers, not knowing any oue, to whom she could
with propriety apply for employment, and with a native
delicacy of feeling which shrauk from a disclosure of
her wants to those uninterested in them; the small
sum of money she had brought with ber soon exhaus-
ted, she had for several weeks endured severe privations
and for some days had wanted absolute necessaries,
pnr_ylmdﬁ!lv fuel.  This simple but touching recital
awakened the warmest sympathy in the heart of my
benevolent friend, ever tenderly alive to the wants and
sorrows of others. To the great surprise of his kind-
hearted but ignorant informant, who having drank less
deeply into the spirit of the religion she professed, had
not yet learned the difficult lesson of returning good
for evil, while he endeavoured to inspire ker with a
more forgiving spirit, he expressed his intention to do
all in his power to alleviate the suffering thus brought
to his notice; and, full of the most benevolent plans
for her relief, he called on me to request my aid in their
execution.  Giving into my hands a considerable sum
to be expended in her behalf, he requested me to see
Mrs. G. and ascertain from herself in what way she
could be most effectually assisted.  Accordingly the
next morning I set out on this errand of mercy. 1
found the unfortunate young womanin a miserable
apartment, which adwitted the piercing wintry wind in
every direction, and the vxtreme cold scarcely temper-
ed by the single stick which buroed in the wide and
cheerless chimney. The room was almost destitute of
furniture, while the bed which occupied one corner was
stripped of its scanty covering, to aid in protecting
from the intenseness of the cold, the shivering occu-
pauts of the wretched dwelling. They were drawn to-
gether near a window, through which the unclouded rays
of the winter’s sun were just darting, as if to gain some
warmth from this cheering visitant. The group con-
sisted of the mother, with a babe in her arins, and sur-
rounded by five litile children, the oldest of whom was
apparently not eight years old, and whose pale and
sunken countenances, emaciated features, and thin,
scanty clothing, indicated in terms too plain to be mis-
taken, the very extreme of penury. 1 introduced my-
self as the representative of an early friend, who hear-
ing of her unfortunate situation, as a stranger, wished
to be allowed to meliorate her condition, till sowme
settled employment should enable her to support her
little family. I placed at the same time in her hands
a supply of food and clothing sufficient for present
necessities, with which 1 had come provided, inforiming
her that in a short time she would reccive fuel, and
ofher articles of comfort—that, should she desire it,
her children who were old enough could be admitted
into a charity-school helonging to the parish of M E
and what would be still more grateful to an independent
wiind, a uumber of ladies had agreed to furnish her with .
regular emplovaient. the profits of which would be |

impressions.  These, there was reason to hope, had
not passed away, like too many others, but had ripened
into-a firm and consistent picty, that had stood the
test of all the trials and vicisitudes of her chequered
life. But she had, unhappily, imbibed a stroog pre=
judice against our beloved: Chureh, but teo common
among the ignorant and- uninformed, am.i even to be
found anong more enhghtened minds. lee.tm) many
others, she believed coldness and formality in religion
jnseparable from the use of a Liturgy—that 1t was to
possess the ¢ form of godliness without the power —
that no prayer could come from the heart which did
not Tise spontaneously from the lips. Of the doctrines
and usages of the Church she understood nothing,
while some circumstances in early life had ux.xfunu-.
pately confirmed the impression she had received of
want of spirituality and real devotiou in the mem!?ers
of the Chureh. = She had been placed for a short time
in the fanily of Episcopalians, at least in name, wh.lle
their faith and practice were wholly at variance with
all that their Holy Mother the Chureh required them
to believe and to do. They were worldly, cold, selfish
and formal. Conduct like this naturally shocked all
the religious feelings of the subject of our little narra-
tive, and with a warmth and injudicious zeal, but too
pew converts, she hastily condemned ALL
Episcopalians as alike destitute of the essential ch:.irac-
teristivs of true Christiavs. Of my clerical friend,
who had now applied to me in her behalf, she kuew
but little. They had both early left their native vil-
lage, he to prepare for future usefulness at school and
at college, and she to engage in some employment by
which to gain a support. Their visits to their distant
home were * few and far between ;" and not often
occurring at the same time, they had not met for many
years. Their position in society too was somewhat

commnon in

different, so that she knew little of him, but as the
minister of a Church which she had been led to regard
as wholly destitute of spiritual life. She knew also
that the progress of religion in his heart had been
unaccompanied by those strong emotions of alarm,
terror, distress, joy, and ecstacy, which had marked
her own progress from sin to holiness, and that of her
friends and favorites. She was therefore wont to
speak of him as one still in the * bonds of iniquity""—
«as a blind leader of the blind;""—who, ignorant of
the true Gospel himself, was guiding to destruction
the souls committed to his charge. ~With these
bigoted and erroneous views, expressed too with all
the warmth and earnestuess of her ardent character,
she had come into the very place where he wasa
beloved and useful minister, and accidentally became
located in the midst of the people of his charge. A
fow words of intercourse sufficed 1o make lzer acqnaint-
ed with the name of their spiritual guide, and a few
more, to awaken in the ignorant - and une:ducut-ed
among them suspicions of his soundness and integrity
as a minister of Christ, whom they had hitherto loved
and trusted as their safest example and surest guide.
“Behold how great a matter a liule fire kindleth!”
Truly, as an Apostle has told us, an unbridled tongne
is “an unraly evil, full of deadly poison, a world of
iniguity.””  How often, to employ the sentiments of
the same Apostle, does the same tongue, at one
moment engaged in blessing .and adoring God, the
very next, perhaps engage in injuring those made after
His imege—in rashily destroying, not life, but what is
far dearer, the character and ‘usefulness of those we
are commanded to love and cherish as brethren!—
[ow much evil might have been done by the rash and
misguided zeal here described, is not now to be known
for it was early chee ked by the meek and forbearing
spirit of the very object of obloquy and reproach. In
a parochial visit to 2 humble but most attached mem-
ber of his flock, he became acquainted with the unfound-
ed culumnies by which his character had been assailed,
which involved vot only his own personal feelings, but
what was far dearer to him, the interests of that
Holy Apostolie Church, at whose altar he was permit-
Y T'he communication was rendered

ted to minister. :
to him by the burst of grief and in-

almost inaudible,

quite adequate to the supply of all her wants: and then |
as she began to pour forth: her blessing and thanks, 1
pruceedu(l to assure her, that all was prouurcd for her
throughthe liberality cr intercession of onenoblemind-
ed friend. Astonished, overwhelmed by a kindness so
great, so unexpected, she lovked round on her hungry
half-naked childreny thus rescued from present want,
and provided with the means of future comfort, instruc-
tion and support, with feelings such as a mother only
knows, and while tears of grateful emotion coursed
each other down her pallid cheeks, she turned to me,
with a voice tremulous from excess of feeling, and
ihquired the name of this unknown benefactor. It
would be a vain attempt to describe the mingled emo-
\ions which appeared in her expressive countenance,
when it was made known to her; for she was capable
of nppreciulil‘g his noble Christian conduct. lle
needed not the praise of men. Let us rather turn to
the source of a_virtue, unfortunately so rare as to be
remarkable. - It was the result of true christain train-
ing in the way of Christ’s own appointment, the in-
strumentality of [is Church, her services and sacra-
ments—the daily prayers, the weekly communion,
the fairhfnl observance of each holy season as it returns;
the regular system of Fasts and Festicals, especially
otie of the best and holiest of her institutions—the
« Sulemn Lenten Fust.'"
Vermont, Lent, 1847.

THE LAST ENEMY.
(By Dr. Donne.)

God did not make death, says the wise man.* And
therefore St. Augustine makes a reasonable prayer to
God: “Suffer not, O Lord. death, whom thou didst
wot make, to have dominion over me whom thou
dids.""f Whence then came death? The same wise
man hath showed us the father: through envy of the
devil, came death into the world ;3 and a wiser than he,
the [loly Ghost himself, hath shouc'e'd us the mother:
“ By sin came death into ﬂ-le world.” (Rom.v. 12)
But yet if God have naturalized death, taken de:'ixh into
the number of his servants, and made death his com-
wissioner to punish sin, and he do but that, how is
death an enemy ?  First he was an enemy in invadiog
Christ, who was not in his commission, because he
had o sin; and still he is an enemy, because still he
adheres to the enemy. Death hangs upon the edge
of every persecutor’s sword ; and upon the sting of
every calumniator's, and accuser's tongue. In the
bull of Phalaris, in the bulls of Basan, in the bulls of
Babylon—the shrewdest bulls of all—in temporal, in
spititual persecutions—ever siuce God put an enmity
between wan and the serpent, from the time of Cain
who began in a murder, tothe time of Antichrist, who
proceeds in massacres—death hath adhered to the
evemy, and so is an enemy.

Death bath a cominission :— The reward of sin
is death;" but whereas God gives a supersedeas, upon
that commission—"* As 1 live, saith the Lord, 1 would
have 1o sinmer die”—not die the second death—yet
death proceeds to that execution. And whereas the
enemy, whow he adheres to, the serpent himself, hath
power but on the heel, the mortal part, the body of
man, “deathy is come up into our windows,” (Jer. ix.
21.), saith the prophet, into our best lights, our under-
standings, and benights us there, either with ignorance
before sin, or with senselessness after; aund a sheriff
that should burn him, who were condemned to be
hanged, were a murderer, though that man must have
died : 1o come in by the door, by the way of sickness
upon the body, is, but to come in at the window by
way of sin, is noty death’s commission; God opens
not that window.

So then he is an enemy; for they that adhere to
the enemy are_enemies; and adbering is not only a
present subministration of supply to the enemy, (for

* Sap. i. 13.

+ Ne permittas, Dowine, quod non fecisti, dominari creaturs
quaw feeisti,—Sap. i 13,

$ Sap. ii. ult.

dignation by which it was accompanied, But with far

e ——————

that death d’oihvnot.) but it is also a disposition to
assist the eifemy, then when he shall be strong enough
to make benefit of that assistance. And so death
adheres: when sin and Satan have weakeved body
and mind, death enters upon both. And in that
respect he is the last enemy; aud that is our sixth
and next stegjn this paraphrase.

Death js the last, and in that respect the worst
enciny, Iwgnemy, that appears at first, when we
are or may @;pgavided against him,
that which we call honour; but in the enemy that
reserves himself unto the last; and attends our weak
estate, there it more danger. Keep it, where I intend
it, in thagtgich is my sphere, the conscience.
mine e"e'“i meet me betimes in my youth, in an
object of temptation, (so Joseph's enemy met him in
Potiphar's g:; yet, if I do not adhere to this enemy
—dwell upon & delightful meditation of that sin; if 1
do not fuel aud fomeut that sin, assist and encourage
that sin by b diet, wanton discourse, other provos
cation; I shall have reason on my side, and I shall

have grace g my side, and I shall have the history of
a thousand that have petished by that sin on my side.
Nay, perchance sometimes the virtue of that woman,
whom I will assist me.  But, when I lie under
the hands of at enemy that hath reserved himself to

the last,—to my last bed—then, when I shall be able
to stir no limb in any ether measure than a fever or a
palsy shall shake them; when everlasting darkness
shall have an inhocation in the present dimness of
mine eyes, and the everlasting gnashing in the present
chattering of my teeth, and the everlasting worm in
the present gnawing of the agonies of my body, and
anguishes of my mind ; when the last enemy shall watch
my remediless body and my disconsolate soul there,
where not the physician, in his way, perchance not
the priest in his, shall be able to give any assistance ;
and when he hath sported himself with my misery
upon that stuge, my death-bed shall shift the scene,
snd throw me from that bed into the grave, and there
triumph over me, God knows, how many generations,
till the Redeemer, my Redeemer, the Redeemer of all
me, body as well as soul, come again;—as death is
the enemy which watches me at my last weakness, and
shall hold me, when I shall be no more, till that angel
come, * who shall say, and swear that time shall be
no more ;" —in that consideration, in that apprehen=
sion, he is the powerfulest, the fearfulest enemy. And
yet even there this enemy shall be destroyed.

T'his destruction, this abolition of this last enemy,
is by the resurrection ; for the text is part of an argu-
ment for the resurrection.  And truly, itis a fair inti-

mation, ard testimony of an everlasting end iu that

state of the resurrection—that no time shall end it—

that we have it pruented to us in all the parts of time;

in the past, in the present, and in the future. We

had a resurrection in prophecy; we have a resurrec-

tion in the present working of God's Spirit; we shall

have & resurrection in the final consulnwation.

I

PICTURES OF CIRISTIAN MOTHERS.
(From * the Sanctuary and the Oralory.”)

—

A mother has obviously a more powerful influence
over her child than the fatber; and seldom has ma-
ternal solicitude, directed to the formation of religious
character, failed of success. For years no fruit may
have a;, peared—all may have been unpromising and
disheartening; she may have thought that her labours
had been in vain, and her strength been spent for
vought : but the instructions of her privacy—the
prayers of her solitude—have been imbedded in the
memory of her ¢hild; and, in ripened manhood, their
effect has been seen conducting the steps of the wan-
derer into a right path.  Cases, indeed, there have
been, in which the evil influences of the heart have
not only predominmed for a season, but through life ;
but sugly are rare in comparison with those where
pious, persevering effort has been rewarded. ~ Chry-
sostom t‘rk.q“ﬂnly refers, in his works, to his mother's
counsels gy,d prayers, as the means of bringing him to
an acquajntance with divine truth, and qualifying
him for that aislinguiuhed station which he oceupied
in the ¢hyreh,  Her name was Authusa; she was left
a widow gy the age of twenty, with a son and daughter.
Seduluus|y didshe watch over the early years of John,
anxious to promote his intellectual improvement, but
far more o his moral and spiritual culture.  Libavius
was hiy 1 aster i0 rhetorie, A.drugamius his master in
philosaphy, and she herself llmtl"ucted him in divine
and heayeply wisdom. But this good mother had
well nigh deprived the church and the world of the
fruit of per labours, by her injudicious fondness.—
Chrysagtom thus relates the affecting scene, in the
first bogk of his treatise on the Priesthood,  Alluding
to his cunwmpmed entrance into the ministry, he ob-
SeIves i
“ When she understood that T was meditating such
counsels, she took me by the hands, and led me to her
private cphamber. I'here, having seated me by her
side, ang the bed where I first beheld the light, she
poured forth a flood of tears, and, addressing me in
words more pileous than her tears, she thus gave ut-
terance yo her afflictions:—

< By istle, O my cbild, was T permitted to enjoy
your fath r's virtues: such was the will of Ileaven.
His dearh suceeeded to the pains which your birth
uceasioned, pequeathing orphanage as your portion, an
unseagopable Widowhood as wmiue, Together with
with the gxiefs of widowhood, which none can tell,
save those who, like me, have borne them; I heard,
undaupted, the roaring wave; I braved the storm;
[ did pet feel the iron furnace, for [ was especially
aided from on high, and I enjoyed the sweetest con=
solation when I gazed upon your fea.ures, and recog-
nized there the image of your father's countenance,
glowing with life, and wearing an inimitable semblance.
T'hus, when you were yet an infant, and your lips had
not yet learned to spenk,——at a season when parents
chiefly derive pleasure from their children,—you af-
forded more than pleasure: you gave me consolation.
And truly vou pever can complain, that while 1 bore
my widowhood with patience, I expended your pater-

nal substance 1o gupport me in it—a case which hath
happened unto many, whose hard fate was orphancy ;
for 1 have nat only preserved the whole inviolate, but
[ have veglected nothing which might further your
improvement, ang spread abroad your fame : from my
own hereditary fortune defraying the expense.

_ #4Think not, Ony child, that I recount these
things by way of reprehension, I wish not to re-
proach, but, in rerurn for all, to entreat one kindness;
invest M€ Not with the sad habiliments of a second
widoﬂhf‘(’d. nor rake up the decayed embers of an
extinguished sorrow, but wait in patience iy decease.
Exhausted natyre whispers that 1 shall not trespass
upon you lollg. Reasonably may you hope that the
youbg and liealthy will_arrive at an extended age;
but L, who am grown old already, have nothing to ex-
peet but death,  When you shall have consigned me
1o the towmb, and mingled my ashes with your father’s

for there will be no one to ex-

whatever sea you will;
you. But

claimy I have the privilege of detaining

while 1 linger on the-scene, endure to abide with me, |
ure of your God, by
has not offended.
If you cau complain that I have jnvolsved you in the
business of the world, and in the perplexity of my own
affairs, respect not the laws of nature; remember not
that you shared every
and fly |

we 28 80 enemy, But if I haye said every thing, and

Jest you should rouse the displeasure
‘; plunging in such bitter grief one who

that )‘m'x were reared by me;
thing with me; but abjure me as 2 deceiver,

there is some of

If

calmly and serenely thou didst live, my sister ; and

just were superadded to the sleep of nature. Inboth
thy lot was suitable; for living and dying, thy words
were the words of piety.”
Nazianzen there is the following epitaph on his sister:

a physician, and occupied a distinguished post in the
courts of Julian and Valens.
terrible Bithynian earthquake, Oct. 11, A.D. 868, in
which province he was then residing, leaving behind
him the following direction: * My will is, that all that
I have be given to the poor.”
preached by his brother in the church of Nazianzum,
closes with the following sublime prayer: *O Creator
and Snvereign of all beings, but especially of man, thy
peculiar workmanship! O God of thine own people,
their parent and their ruler! O arbiter of life and
death!
Thou that createst and changest all things by thine
energising word, in the depths of thy wisdom and ad-
ministration, mayest thou receive Ceesarius, the first
fruits of one departed heuce!
to take the youngest tirst, we bend before that unerr-
ing wisdom, by which the great whole is governed.—
Mayest thou receive us hereafter in thine appointed
hour, having ruled us in the flesh; as long as it sub-
served our spiriwul welfare; and oh! may we arise
prepared to greet our Judge; not perturbed, nor re-
coiling with affright, from the closing day of nature,
like those who are lovers of the world and lovers of
the budy, but joyfally ascending to the hlcssed aud
sempiternal life,—that life which is in Jesus Christ
our Lord, unto whom is due the homage of exhaust-
less ages!"

with special honour, on account of her unwearied en-
deavours and ceaseless prayers for his spiritual welfare,
Monica had the uffliction of bebolding him in early
life pursuing the paths of vice, and captivated with
the heresy of the Manichees.
plied to an ccclesiastic for advice how to reclaim her
son: “Go your way,” said he, “in peace; it is im-
possible that the son of these tears can perish.”  She
accompanied him to Carthage, to Rome, and Milan,
in which place the object of lier tender solicitude was
brought under a religious influence,
were answered in his genuine conversion.
interview of Mouica and Augustine would be a fine
subject for the pencil of a painter.
the ‘Tiber joins the sea, she was attacked with fever
and leaning upon a window that looked into the gar-
den belonging to the house where they lodged, their
conversation turned upon the glories of the heavenly
world.
« with these thoughts; and thoy, O God, knowest,
that in consequence of this conference, as all that's
charming and agreeable in the world, seemed eon-
temptible in our eyes, she said: * 1 assure you, my
son, that with regard to wysclf, there is nothing in
the world can give me any pleasure, nor do 1 know
what [ do or why I abide any longer in it, seeing I
have nothing more to expect from it; for the only
thing that made me a little desirous to live in it, was
to see you & true Christian before my death.
has been pleased to do more, seeing he has not only
granted me that favour, but also that of seeing you
entirely His servant, by the contempt which you shew
of all the pomps and advantages of this world.
should I do here, then, any longer?' "

thoughts as harbingers to heaven, and her soul saw a
glimpse of happiness through the chinks of her sick-

dust, then undertake whatever journey, and explore l

7, 1848.

done every thing that you might peacefully enjoy
your loved retirement, though nething else have influ-
ence, let this constrain you to my will.  You will tell
we, that you have a thousand friends who love you;
but which of them would toil, that you might live free
from toil ? O my son, which of them is wrapt up,
like me, in your life, your welfare, your reputation.’ *'

Chrysostom, however, remembered the declaration
of the Saviour: “He that loveth father or mother
more than me, is not worthy of me;” though Authusa,
under the impulse of excited maternal tenderness, for
a moment forgot the remaining part of the seutence:
*“He that loveth son or daughter more than me, is
not worthy of me."”

Among the mothers in the primitive church, dis-
tinguished for their devoted attention to the spiritual
instruction of their children, was Nonna, who had the
satisfaction of witnessing her solicitude crowned with
the happiest effects.  She resided at Arianzum, a vil-
lage in the second Cappadocia, near Nazianzum, of
which her husband Gregory was bishop.  Spending
her leisure time in the religious training of her house-
hold, she had the happiness of seeing her eldest son
Gregory advanced, by his piety, to the bishopric of
Sasima and Constantinople, and distinguished for his
eloguence as the Christian Isocrates. Her daughter
Gorgonia became the wife of Alypius, and, aftera
useful life, sunk into the arms of death, faintly pro-
nouncing these words of the Psalmist—*"I will lay me
down in peacel” * These things,” says Gregory, her
brother, in his funeral oration for her, pronounced
A.D. 370, “ were chanted by thee, and happened unto
thee; the psalmody which thou didst breathe was tlie
event which did befall; thine epitaph accompanied
thy departure,  Unruffled by the passions’ storm,

when it was appoimed thee to die, the slumbers of the

In the works of Gregory

*“Her wealth, ber strength, her all, with ardent vows,
At Jesu's altar she lad long devoted :
What could she leave, when weeping, save her spouse,
"I'be friend beloved, on whom her spirit doated?

“But soon Alypius quits this mortal life,
And goes where lov'd Gorgonia went before :

Ah! blegsed husband of a blessed wife!
From death redeemed, they live for evermore.”

Nonna's youngest child was Cgesarius, who became

He died soon after the

His funeral oration,

O guardian and benefactor of our soirds !—

If it be thy pleasure

admirably fitted for the holy work that lies
Episcopacy; he looks upon as aun institution
all the analogies of human society,
by tl}e wisdqu‘r of the Reformers, but
previous antiquity leading back to the ages of the pure
and primitive Church—and having at least as great, if
not a greater amount of seriptural authority than any
other form of ecclesiastical polity.

this, but he goes oxE step farther;
‘to be absolutely, Divines

ordained in His Churech.
and perpetual obligation
and as a means by whicki mauy blessings are conveyedy
and through the ‘instrumentallity of which God somes
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W
Gommunications.

[We deem it necessary to follow the example of the London Churcl
periodicals, and to u}:pdﬂ our veaders that we are not il
the opinions‘of our pond: —Ep. Cuvrcn.}

T the Editor of The Churck.

Rev. and dear Sir,—There is perhaps no single verity
of our Holy Faith, which now excites a greater degree
attention among those who profess and call themselves
Christians, than the doctrine of outward unity. The
yearning after onencss which is now present in so many
hearts, is manifested in a thousand different Ways, and itg
workings are visible among those who in days not long
since past, would have told you without hesitation, that
division was a blessing to the cause of Christ.

"The result arising from the discussion of the subject ie
a deep conviction, impressed not merely upon the hearts
of Churchmen, but forced also upon the minds of many
earnest and sincere members of the various sectariaw
bodies; that the division so rife among these who class
themselves. as. foilowers of Christ, is not only displeas«
ing in the sight of God, but detrimental to the souls
mem

If division is thus felt to be an cvil and a sin of fig
ordinary character and magnitude, when existing BEYOND!
the pale of the Catholic Church, we eannot but be most
sensitively alive to the fact that for it to gain a foot.u:,
wiThIN Her berders where all should be peace
Christian harmony, wonld be at onge to aggravate fears
fully the heinousuess of its guilt, and the destructiveness
of its tendeney, 3 . sy
Notwithstanding that this view of the case is unquess
tionably correct, we nevertheless continually learn, as
well from the public press, as from private individuals
both lay and cletical, that the divisions within the Church
are so aggravated in their eharacter as almost to threatem
the danger of outward separation,

Now, it certainly appears to be almost self-evident, that
the much talked of divigions to which I have alluded, are™
far from being 8o great as their reputation would lead us
to believe; mor would it require any great amouut of
talent, to show the chuse which confers upon them 5o
great an apparent magnitude.

_I would be very far however from asserting that the
differences of opinion; to be found in the present day
among sincere members of the Charch, are only apparent
differences, neither would I be regarded as looking upon
them as of little consequence. On the contrary, [ hold
that to keep back the distinctive teaching of the Chureh
is to mutilate the everlasting Gospel, and I think that the
mutilation is proved by the fact that the preaching of
Evaogelic truth apart from Apostolic order, fails in the
present day to excite that enmity which the troth ever
calls forth when exhibited in its completeness.

While therefore it is admitted that differences of &
weighty character are to be found among us, it is never<
theless a melancholy and most unnecessary feature con=
nected with them, that they should ever be allowed to
become a cause of separation between sincere and earnest
minded men, or lead those who are bound by the same
vows—labouring in the same cause, aod looking for the
same high reward, to regard each other with feelings of
unkindpess or sentiments of ungenerous suspicion.

Both parties are agreed that man is fullen, helplessy

and-corrupt—that withoat the preventing and co-operat-

ing grace of God, he can do no thing that is gooc—that
all his hopes of peace on earth and happiness in hcavea,
flow from Christ algne, and that without holiness of heart
and life no man shall see the Lord.  On these great points.
there is in reality no shade of controversy—no uuce

difference. ; )

The man of one party sincerely fegards the Church as

before her.—
favoured by

Sanctioned not only

by the long line of

His brother of the other party cordially agrees to all
he believes its authority

The representative of the former party fooks npott
Baptism as oue of the holy Sacraments which Christ hatl
As an ordinavee of absolute
upon every member of the samey

The mother of Augustine deserves to be mentioned

In her distress she ap-

and her prayers
The last

At Ostia, where

“We entertained ourselves,” says Augustioe,

God

What
4 Fuller says,
that Monica, diawing near her death, sent most pious

ness-broken body.  This is the sentiment which
Waller has versified in the well-known lines—

«Phe soul’s dark cottage, battered and decayed,
Lets in new light through chinks that time has
Stronger by weakness, wiser men become
As they draw near to their eternal home ;
Leaving the old, both worlds at cnce they view,

made §

times pours upna the infunt soul the mfluences of His re<
generating

race, His brother of the opposite party holds
ANa 2dVoCates sUNVAP Views, Wil tbis uiderelicey that e

believes, upon (as he supposes) most sure warranty of
Scripture, that Gud ever connects with * the sign,” ** the
thing signified.” -
The advocate of the first party addressing all without
exception, who are lving in sin, solemnly ‘assures them
that except they be converted and become as little chil«
dren, they shail in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven. His brother of the other school addresses th&'
same class of persons in precisely the same langnage; &
dwells in a similar strain upon the awful conscquences of
remaining in an unconverted state. The sule difference
is that one speaks to his people uuder such circumstances
as aliens from the Commonwealth of Israel and strangers
to the covenant of promise, while the other addresses the
erring members of his flock, in virtue of their baptism a#
disobedient, wayward and rebellious children ot the most
high God.
With reference fo the Holy Communion there appears
to be absolutely no difference of opinion, unless awong &
very few men of extreme and ultra views. No one surely
calling himself & ¢hurchwan looks upou it merely as &
commemorative rite. - Both parties believe that if with a
true penitent heart and lively faith we reecive that hol
Sacrament, we spirttually eat the flesh of Christ and dri
His blood, we dwell in Christ and Christ in us-—we are
one with Christ and €hrist with us, or if there be any
difference at all it is pevhaps that one party 18 inclined,
in a greater degree than the other; to regqrd its frequent
reception as more essential to our growth in grace.
Now, surely it must be admitted that we sin against
the law of Christiap love, when we allow differenecs such
as these to separate us, or when they induee men of ears
nest hearts to look upon their brethren who differ from
them with doubt and suspicion. lndeed, when we allow
the mind to dwell candidly upon the grounds of differs
ence, and compare them with the points of agreement, we
can hardly repress a feeling of painfat surprise that they
should have oceasioned so much controversy, and have
produced so great a feeling of allenation between those
who are in a special manuer bound to dwell together in
unity. :

O{xe great cause, however, by which our variances are
unduly magnified, may, as to me it seems, be made in
some degree apparent; and to point it out may assist us
in avoiding the fafther aggravation of those disagree«
ments which we ought all so deeply to deplores

The theological differences which have been slluded
to, have unquutionably attracted a large measure of at«
tentions and, universally among the clergy, and frequent~
ly among the laity, a feeling 5:( the deepest and most ab«
sorbing interest has been’excited.
Since it is almost a neeessity of our nature, that the
lips should give ntterance to that which strongly influen-~
ces the mind, it can be a matter of no surprise that when
men of opposing views meet together, their differences,
rather than their agreements should cgcupy & very pro=
minent place in their conversation, 'The advecate of on¢
class of opinions will dwell foreibly upon the danger, of
putting the observance of forms, festivals and ceremoniesy

That stand upon the threshold of the new.”

Angustine bad every reason to be affectionately at=
tached to his mother : with many tears he closed her
eyes, and sorrowed over her grave. * All day long,"”
he says, “[ was afflicted to the very soul, and my
mind being full of trouble, 1 carnestly besought Thee
to cure my grief. Falling asleep, I found when !
awoke my grief much diminished ; and, as I lay alone
in bed, recoliected those verses of thy servant Am-
brose :—

“+0) God, the world’s great Archbitect,
Thou dost heaven’s rolling orbs direct,
Clothing the dsy with besuteous light,
And with sweet slumber silent night:
When wearied limbs new vigour gain
From rest, new labours to sustain ;
When hearts oppressed find relief,
And anxious minds forget their grief’*

“If any one should find I have done amiss in la-

menting my mother a little, whom my eyes beheld a8

dend, she who had so many years wept for me, that 1

wight live unto Thee, let him not reproach me; but
if he be very charitable, let him rather weep for niy
gins in "Thy presence, O wy God, who art the Father

of all the brethren of Jesus Christ.”

er—————— S —

* Augustine cites the Evening Hymn of Ambrose, which,

for its simplicity, is very pleasing :—

«Peus Creator omninm
Polique rector, vestiens

\ Diem decoro lumine,

Noctem soporis gratid,
Artus solutes ut quies
Reddat laboris usai,
Mentesque fessas allevet
Luctusque solvat anxios.”

in the place of vital spiritual religion, while the represen=
tative of the other sebool will avgue with equal zeal and
earnestness, that as man is constituted in the presentstatey
forms and observances are essentially necessary 10 the
maintenance ard full developement of that vital godliness
whieh the other so highly and 8o deservedly esteems.
Both parties will strongly miaintain their ground, an
in their anxiety to establish the correctness of their pes
culiar views, will very probably be betrayed into states
ments of an extreme and perhaps exciting ebaracter.—
The almost inevitable Tesult will be, that the opponcnts

will separate with an aggravated idea of the extent and
inveteraey of their differences. The one who looks upon
himself as Catholic in his views, will probably regard the
tendencies of his adversary’s mind as so esgentially purie
tanic in their nature, that followed to their legitimate re-
sult, they would subvert those safeguards of the truth
which the Chureh has provided in her creeds, formularies
and observances. While, on the other hand, he ‘.vhu ap-
propriates to bimself the title of Evangelical, will ver
likely depart with an increased sense of the danger of his
opponent’s views, and be ready to proclaim far and wide,
that it is merely a step that intervenes between Enghsh
and Roman Catholieity,

Let, however, the excitement of discussion pass away,

and follow these men, whose opinions appear so diamet-
Tieally oppusite, from the arena of controversy to the
fleld of pastoral Jabour, and you will find perhaps to your
surprise, that under different circumstances, their charac-
ters and opinions appear so different; that one uniuitiated
in the niceties of theologieal subtility might with no great
difficulty mistake one for tne other ;

He who enrolls himself under the Evangelical banner
willy pel‘hﬂpS. be foand eufurcing apn his penple the du!y
of rubrical observauces—the necessity of creeds—and the
inestimable benefit of forms and formularies. While his
brother, whom he is inelined to regard as ansonnd in the
faith, because he looks upon these, and kindred matters,
as of great importance, way at the same iustant, in .hil
distant pulpit (with a fulness and fervency over which




