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THE CHRISTIAN- MIRROR.

He had much to tell me of the habits, and life,
nd histary of the venerable Simeon, whose bi-
aeraphy he is preparing ; the delay of which has
arisen from the great difliculty, stitl unaccom-
plished, of compressing the material within the
fimits presciibed by Mr. Simeon himself. The
evening, aml chnost the night passed by, before
1 could hreak mysclf away from a companion so
interesting and so instructive. We concluded
our interview with reading together in the bles-
sedwond of God, and prayer,~—and [ retired with
thankful appreciation of the vast rivileges of
Chrstiar counsel and friendship.  The inferest-
g interviews which t had with inany Christian
hrethren duting the sacceeding days, [ cannot
particulatly ddescribe. 1 was surplised at find-
mg the fellows o7 the Colleges whom I met so
generally young wen, aud many of them quite
young. They were mostly in orders, bul have
hccn_?m,t a few years graduated.  This surprise
was inerensed at finding the age of the yndergra-
ates in the same riopottion ; far younger than 1
had expected. The fonr himdred young men
whom I saw repeatedly in the chapel and hall of
Frinity College, were'of the same apparent age
as the members of one of our own Colleges, and
their whale aspect carried me back to the time
when I was enjoying the privileges anil pleasures
af this happy period of life. At our varions con-
versations, [ found the character of a scholar the
same every where. Argnment and discussion,
somelimes very unprofitable, even about the most
important things, took up.far too much of the
lime. Still this was not atways the case. Many
were deeply interested in religions things,—par-
ticularly so in the history of religion with us,—
-nd they had many questioas lo ask, and much
aformation to give, which brought to-view the
treasures of the Christian amidst things which are
isbove. There was no cceasion, I believe, in

which we were together in Mr. €.%s rooms, on couancss, undertook to reclaim a revolted province of

which we did not unite in prayer, andin reading
fiad’s Holy Word, And my memory retains with
zreal delight, the recollection of many truly
~piritnaliy~minded men, and - many most happy
terviews, that united to make this visit edity-
ing as well as delightful. The evangelical cha-
vacter of this University has improved nearly in
the same tatio as that of Oxford has deteriorated.
:And ane can hardly be in the two places without
nereeiving, in every thing, the different atmos-
ihere and influence which prevails, 1t is be-
yand all dispute, or altempted dispute, that the life
and ministry of Simeon have com letely revolu-
fionized the character of this ljniversitv, and
made decided evanzelical piety, not only res-

Ydcar to my recollections, that of Woolmers, in
‘Hertfordsfn’ire, whose waters the Duke of Bridge-
waler projected fo conduct to London in rivalry
with the New River. Some ancient masonry
fences in the water on the one side ; a gigantic
figtree, ils white stem gleaming through its
leaves, overshadows the source ; and the stream
rushes on through high reeds and dense jungle,
over which the distant hills of Moab were seen,
crimson with the st glow of parting day. The
red aspect of these bare mountains is very strik-
ing even when not thus illuminated.—The bare
and bold efect of these specics of Syrian scenery
has been very happily rendeted in a Panorama
lately exbibited of Damascus. It suggested here
to the recollection the passage of 2 Kings, iii.
22, which commemorates the dispetsion o_t' the
hosts of Moab, when the flood came down in the
night from a mountain rain whieh refreshed the
exhausted hosts of Judah, Israel, and Edom,and
whicl, by the redness of its cutrent, made the
Moabitus believe that the allied powers had
fought among themselves, and that the trenches
were reddened with the bloodshed. ¢ And they
said this is blood. Now, therefore, Moab to
the spoil. The kings are surely slain, and they
have smitten one another.’” The reeking horses
of our escort needed no invitation to the stream ;
and, while they refreshed themselves in its pellu-
cid waters, the scene formed as comgact, mana-
geable, and complete a subject for the pencil as
ever made me sigh over wy inability to do it
justice.—Mediterranean Skefches by Lord Fran-
cis Egerton.

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

last Mpgpn ﬁiy'n,_ [for their cheering light was ne
longor needgd,) when his brethren boiwed ‘down be-
fore him, and they filled his heart with gratitudé and
praise. - For by their'lightho'pla}nly 08+ the hand of
a (aithful and mereiful God in every eventyas it was
passing over him, since they bad made ploin the gress
result wilh which all was to conclude; cven before he
left his father’s roof. With some such feelings will
the Christian, who is permitted, through free and yp-
deserved grace, to enter the heavenly mansions, logk
back perhaps at the bright anticipations, the rare
though blessed forctastes of coming glory which
merciful God permitted to cheer his path and gladden
his soul during the years of his earthly pilgrimage,—
Blunt on the Pentateuch, Genesis.

PIOUS THOUGHTS. _

PripE.—Pride deccives with - the subtlety of a ser-
pent, and secms to walk erect, though it erawls upon
the earth. How it will twist and twine about, to get
from under the cross, which it is the glory ofjthc
Christian calling to he ahle to boar with patience and
good will,

IMPROVEMEMT 0P TIME.~Though every mo-
ment cannot be laid out in the formal.and regular in-
provement of our knowledge,. or.in the statéd practice
of moral and religious duty, yot none could be s
spent as to exclude wisdom or vivtus, or pass without
possibility of qualifying ws more or lesg for the better
employment of those which are to come.

SrECULATIVE KNOWLEDGE.——Speculative know-
ledge, however it may advance, is not growth in grace
—it makes mon tious,high-minded,and less edi-

"

HOW TO WIN MEN FROM EVIL.
AN ancicnt prince who ruled his kingdom in right-

his widcly extended empire. He first commissioncd
for this purpose his ministers of jastice, whose oftice
was to expound the laws of his empire, and urge the
weight of their moral obligations and the terroz of their
penalty, illastrated by numerous inflictions to enforce
submission. But the measure appeared unsuccesaful.
A very small part only of the revolted provinee re-
turned to their allegiance, '

Anather expedicnt wiis then adopted.  The king’a
first-born son was despatched, the heir of his fatter’s
throne, who was instructed to lay by the ;o,bei"of Jjus-
tice and-of royalty, and assume, among tha, ‘plople to
whom he was sent, the condition of the humblest, sub-

pected but extensively diffused, and highly infiu-1ject, taking pavt in their infirmites, toils and suffer~

ential amonz all classes connected with it. It
15 a glorious illustration of the Wlessing which
God beslows upon a disinterested, faith{ul course
"t obedience to him. He thus honours them that
ionogr him. Every thing connccted with his
venerable name inferested me. 1 visited his
rooms, over the door of which his name is still
legible. [ stood upon the stone which eovers
his sepulchie,—1 went up to hi$ private con-
cealed welk on the roof of his College, where he
was accustomed to spend hours in seeret medita-
tion and prayer, like Peter at Joppy,—and I de-
lighted to lead to such conversation as should
bring out from my friends some new references
to him, and new illustrations of his excellent
character and surprising history. Every one ho-
nours his memory, though the number is rapidly
diminishing of those who had tlre opportunity of
personal acquaintanee with him.
—
FOUNTAIN OF ELISHA.
Ocvn ride of the morning, though trifting in res-
pect of time or distance, had left some of our
party and myself hut little disposed for farther
exertion. Lady F. however was unexhausted;
and the beauly of the cvening, and its compara-
tive coolness, induced’her and myself to under-
take g visit to the neighbouring epring, which
bears the name of the Prophet Llisha, and is the
source of the waters which he sweetened. Ne-
ver was a trifling exertion better rewarded. Our
indefatigable janissary and escort mounted with
the utmost alacrity ; and the latter skirmishad
_ again incessantly during our ride of some twenty
minates through the jungle. The fountain is
situated at the Dase of the hill chain, a neighbour-
ing summit of which is pointed out as the scene
of our Lord’s fasting and temptation. I have
scarcely seen a nobler source, 1t might vie in
velume with Holy Well, or with arother spring

BN

ings, sympathizing in the 3, snd ministering
to their necessitios. L oL
This commission he exccuted with consumivate
wisdom aud fidelity. Hefed the hungry, he ‘soothed
the aflicted, and he Qistributed freely, to all who
needed them, the richest gifis Which royal munificence
could bestow, without moncy and without price. He
sparcd no pains, withheld no sacrifice, in ministering
to the wants and sufferings of;thdse oround him. And
when it was found that the Jiws.of his father’s king-
dom, which, like those of the-Medes -and Persians,
could not be changed, demanded the death ofthose re~
volted subjects whom he came to reclaim, with a mag-
nanimity and scl(-devotion, which astonished heaven
and earth, ho voluntarily offered his own body to
the executioner, as a substitute for the punishment of!
the guilty.

“ Love so amazing, so divine,”” could not be re-
sisted ; thousands melted under its influence, whom
the rigor of unrelenting justice could never subdue,
and thus it was found that “what ths law could not
do in that it was weak through the fiesh, God send-
ing his own Son, in the likeneas of sinful flesh,” was
able to accomplish. ‘ e

PILGRIMAGE.—~“ And Joseph remembsred the
dream which he dreamed of them.”” More than twen-
ty years had clapscd since he had been favored with
those bright and prophetie visions, and yet he had not
forgotten them. No! they had been the day-stars
of his troubled voyage ; he had looked up at them from
the pit, and they gave him hope ; he had seen them
through the bars of his prison, and they gave him pe-
patience ; from the second chariot”” of Egypt. and
they gave him humility ; and now they shone for the

fying to athers. Growth in knowledge, if it would
be without a proportionate conformity to the image of
Christ, and the cultivation or devotion and praetical
religion, merely pufféth up.

ProvibENRCE IN' ALL THiINGS.—Philosophers
may speculats and argue as they please. - They may
pretend 1o assign merely natural couses for all these
events. But letit be remembered, that Gop AcTu-
ATES NATURE. Nature, without Gok, is ¢ word
cither destitute of meaning or replete with blasphems.
Jehovah accomplishes, by natural means, the wise
and holy ends of his moral government.” By. natu-
ral means he preserves the righteous ; by natnral
means ha punishes the guilty. *¢ Shall there be eril-
in a city, and the Lord:hath aot done it 2>
IMPROVEMENT OF AFFLICTIONS.—We should
slwaysrecord our thoughty in, afiction—set up way-
matke—set up our Bethels, oréet our:Bbenezers, that
we may recur (o thtm in health’; for then we aic in
other circumstances, and can never recover our sick-
bed viows, T

CREEDS. AND CATECHISHS,—Bricf summaries cf
Christion doctrine are of great use 1o young begin-
ners.  The principles-of the oracies of God, brought
into.a little compass in Crecds and Catechisme, have,
like the beame of the sun contracted in & burning-
glass, conveyed divine light and heat with a wonder-
ful power.—Matthew Henry. )

‘EFFECTS OF PraYER.— The prayers of men
have caved cities and- kingdoms from ruin ; prayer
hath raised dead mee to life; hath stopped the vio-
lence of fire 5 shut thé mouths of wild beasta; haih
altered the course-of -nuture; caused rajn in Egypt,
and drought in the sea ; itmade the gun to go from
west to0 east, and the moon to stand -still, and rocks
and mountains to walk ; and it cures'diseases without
physic, and makes physic to do the work of nature.
and naturs to do the work of grace, 30d grace to d.:
the work of*God ; and it does miracles of accident and
event : and yet prayer that does all this, is of itsell
nothing but an aacent of the mind to God, a desiring
of things fit to be desired, and. an expression of this
desiro to -God as we can, and as becomes us. Al
our untillingness to pray is nothing els¢. but a nat
desiring " what we ought passionately to long. for ; or
if we do desire it, it is a- choosing rather to miss
our satisfaction and felicity thants ask for it.— Tuy-
lor. ’ .

BLEssED PuesviT.—Blessed is he ‘who spends
his life, not in the pursuit.of such knowledge as flesh
and bloed can bestow, but in the study and love of

Jesus Christ.




