“sian ‘whom 1:conceive, you remembher.
+ Hewag fervant ‘to King'“James 1. and
Charles 1. When - Merchifon firt rub.
’nﬂ\ed -his*logarithms, hir. Briggs, then

,l'nathcmatncmn 'md gcomcm-‘

,rcadcr‘ of the ‘aftronomy leQures at’ Grc- :

“fham: collcge in London, was to furprizz
. withi admu-atnon of ‘them, that he could
. Jhavéne quietnefls in himfelf, uniil he bl

feen that noble perfon wl{ofc only inven.

- *tion they were's * he acquaints John Marr
. Aherewith, who went into Scotlind before
- Mr.. Bnggs, purpof»ly to be there when

tliefe ‘two: learned perfons fhould meer ie

-“dir. Briggs appoints a certain day when 1o
gectat Ydinburgh, but failing thereol,
Merchifion was fearful he would net.come,
It happcucd one day as John Marr and jhe
].ord Napier werefpeaking ¢f Mr. Briggs,
® Ah, John, faid Merchifton, Mr. Buzga
¢ wiil not new come ;° at the very influnt
oneknecks at the gate 3 John Marr hifed
down and it proved to be Mr. Pr“!ba {o
his great contentment.  He brings Mr.
Brigzs up to my Ubid's chamber, where
althoft one quarter of 3n hour was fpenr,
_each beholding:other with admiratien be.
- Jore one -word was {poken : at’lat Air.
Brivgs began. . ¢ My Lotd | have under.
. taken ' this long journcy purpottly to foe
your pcrfun, and 1o kneav by what cipine
“of wit or ingenuity you came firft to think
Cof this.moft excelient. help unto attiono.
Fmy, viz..the logarithms ; but my Lord,
-heing. by you fourd out, I wonder nobody
. elle found-ic our befare, when now being
“Known'itappears fo eafy.” He was nobly
tertained by the Lord Mapier, and eve-
Ty fummi??*aﬂer tlm, during the-Laird's
" 'heing alive, this venerable man Mr. Briggs
- Avent’purpofely ro:Scotland 14 vifit him, ¢
SLuXThere’is.a paffage in the life of T ycho,
DBrahe, by Gaflendi, - which may miflead an’
aatfentive yeader to fuppofe that Napier's
method-had been explored by Herwart at
ioenburgh, “is in Gaflendi's Obfaivati-
ns-on:a Letter from Tyclio to Herwarty
tbe Taft’ of . Avguft 1599." * Dixit Her-
il anorari fe CAvend] cujufquym
ifflcultatem’;
uluphcazmnum, ac dxv.f‘.onum vice ad-
.mom:s folum, fubtmﬂ-oncs 93 utuqmrc

h‘ w:re publl!hrd inche’ )c.&r
“appears from, many,

Afolere & emim’

1

.

\p'aﬁ')gc.u‘_“ F
al,ogt- l\t§ nml'.' that hc huld - C

the 15eh of May, 1018

A n N«pxc‘

'\pplled lns ab:lm ¢ and indeedy if we
confider that Napier's difcovery was not
like thofe of Kepler or of*Newton, con-
ne@ed with any analogie: or'cnnc:dcnc#s,
which might have led him to it, but the
ruit of unatlifed reafon and fcience,’ we
thall be viadicated in placing him in one
of the highett nictics in the temple of fime.

Keyler had made many unfuceefsful ar-
tampts to difcover his canon for the perta
odi¢"motions of the planets and hit upon
it at lafl, as he himfelf ¢candidly owns, on
and Newten 2
plied the palpable tendency of hravy bo.
dies to the earth to the fyflem ot the uni-
verfe in general 3 but Wapier fooght ot
his »dmirable rules,” by a flow feientific
progrefs, arifing [rcm the gram. al rev clu-
ticn of truth,

Thelaft literary exertion of this eminent
periun, was the publicatien of his kakdo.
logy and Prompruary, in the yesr 1017,
which he dedicated to the Chancellor Se- -
ton, and (oan after dizd at Merchitton, on
the 4d of April, O, S, of the fame yzar,
in e (Rch yiarof his wgé, and, as | fun.
pei in thezgdof his happy invention.

In i, perfon, the portrantd J have feen
reprefent him of a gruveand fwest coun.
tcnan'cc, not unlike his eminent conten-
porary Monficur de Peirefe.

In his family bé feenis to have been vn.
cemmonly fortunate, for his ¢ldeft fon be-
came learned and eminent even in his fi-
ws'slifetime, his thirda pupil of hisown
in maghcmwcs to him he'lzft the care of
publithing his pofthumous works ; and
loling none of his children by death, he

“loft all his daughters by honourable or

refpeciable marsiages. - .
L He was twice married, By‘ his firlt
wife, bargaret, theé'daughter of SirJaines
Stirling of Kier, 'defcended of one of the
oldelt and mott’ rclyccmblc gentleman’s
{amilivz in Scotland, he had an onlychild,
Arctiihald, his fuccc‘!for in his cﬂatt.s, ot
whem J ﬂ\all herealter pive fome acceunt.
By lus:fccond martiage with Agnes, the
drzuzhter of erj.xme: Chitholm, of Cromi-
“BlE, “lie lad. five fons John, Laird of
Vufler Tonie ; Robert, who publithed his™
father's  works, - whami™i" bave :aluady
mentioned, tho.anc¢for of the Napiers of
hukrmazh, inSgeelingthire; Alexander Na-
pictof Giliets, Lfqy William Napierof Are-
more : wd: Adam, 6f whom the Napiers of
‘Black{tone and L‘r:ug'mnct in \t«rhnqﬁuc
are defeendéd,” Hia daughters were, Mar- |
garety -the'” vuﬁ. of Sir James Stuart of
* Rotiayth ;- {ane, swarricd_ to- James Ha-
milion,- - L:urd of‘ X\xlburhmcm m




