
THE ".IA CHINE" IN HONEST HANDS.

flot ofler them1selvs, and honorable
workers wouhl not take part in the
election It was necessary to devise
Soute mneanîs by which honest men
could1)t beV electetI by honorable means,
or eisC to surrender the entire business
of muntlicipal polities to the unscrupu-

lous elemlent of the comunîuitv. To
this. end, tie youing imien Iade the fol-
lOWiig experiment. A pnrliaientarv

letion close at lanl, aInd select
ig a candidate whose eliaracter was
ood1, they oflered to mai and operate,
ee of expense, the two worst polls in

his constituencv. Their offer was ac-
(epted, and tî;e experinienters were
guVen1 full control. The two lists coin-
prised about 400 tamies. A portion of
the(se Were mlerclhanuts, but the great

a.yaity were of the poorest and most
gnorant class. Thirtv-fi ve fraudulent

Votes had beeni polle<d in this loailitv
in a previous election, and the pep e
of the district fully expected to main-
tain their reputation. The first step
On the part of the would.be-reformmers
was to devise printed cards as follows:

District No. Poil No.. Voter NoNane.......... ........
Registered Residence.. ........

(If removed)............
Qualification ...................
Occupation.
Height.......
Build

.....................Complexion>

Whiskers 
.. ** * ' *'' ** 

*' * *

Color of Eyes..............
Age ......................
Peculiarities...............

District No . .Poll No. .Voter No.iN amtte ... . . . . . . . ....... .
Business addres......

hen to be calle for .............
Sentiments ......................... o

There was one of these cards to cor-
'esPon(l with each elector. The head-
iiig w as filledi in fron the voters' lists :
the description was obtained by per-
Sonal visitation. For four weeks,
every night was spent in looking up
these voters and obtaining the requir-

ed data, but the work was done thor-
oug4hly , and when election (La arrived,
not even the prefect of the Paris
police could ideitify his people better.
At each poll sat the watcher with lis
pack of deseription cards, and no mant
polled his vote unless the watcher w.as
satisfied. Six attemtupts to pass the
watchers were mieade, and when it be-
eaie evident that further attemipts
were not only useless, but extreimelv
langerons, tiese efforts ceased. Thiis

system, with slight modifications, lhas
now been in use in Montreal for three
yvears, and as proved effective whîen
applied on a scale mnuch tmore exten-
sive than in the case of its first appli-
cation.

Encouraged by their unqualified sue-
cess, the voung, ien determined to
form an independent organization, and
on April Ist, 1892, the first constitu-
tion of the Voliniteer Electoral League
was proIulgated. The objects, as
therein set forth, are as follows:-

1. To revise and perfect the voters' liste.
2. To encourage the nomination of candidates

of known integrity for public office.
3. To use all legitimate means to secure their

return.
4. To prevent fraudulent and dishonest prac-

tices in elections.
5. To cause to be followed up and prosecuted,

to the full extent of the law, those detected in
any violation of the Election Act.

6. To suggest and promote any legislation, ap-
proved by the League, having for its object the
purity of elections.

It was also clearlV stated that the
org'anization should be purely non-
political, its m11etmlbers believing that
civie affairs should be wholly di vorced
from national issues : that it should
not aspire to becomte a nominating
bod, tthis function being left to
1municipal organizations comiposed of
oler miien ; tiat possible aspirants for
mtunicipal iontors, and officers of politi-
cal clubs, should be excluded froma
imeiibership : that its funds should be
raised by subscription among citizens,
no donation to be received from any
civic official, representative or candi-
date: that the services of every iem-
ber should be voluntary, and the or-
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