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.NOIVES FROM HAM IL TON.

"THE BEAUTIFUL SNOW "-HURRtAH FOR OUR
COU-lTRY!' -CHRISTMAýS-SÂNTA CLAU-A
TOUCÎIING SCENE-THE MARKET-SÂCRED
HARMONIC SOCIET- ORÂTORIO-MESSIÂH
-THE SAD NEWS.

F"or the first haîf of the preseut moti of De-
ceniber, in this the central part of Ontario, the
weather lias not been at aIl like the ortiodox
Canadian winter. Ran-ramn-ramn. It lias
raiued sud snowed, sud t1iawed sud rained, un-
tiI, according to meteorological observations,
taken at one of the city schools, water to a depth
of nearly two ies would bave covered tbe
wbole face of the ]and lad the ground baen levai.
i lie sui face of the eartli about liera, iowever, is

ivot veî-v eveil. and, iustead of the luxury of
fioîtiug' around in fiat-bottomed boats, tbe
peuple have beau obliged to wade about in rivera
of mud. Our friands from the rural districts
have declared tie roads to be alutost impassable.
Tie city itseaf, standing ou a gantia siopa, is
uatiir-ally wcll drained, but, notwitlistandiug
tuis topographical advantagc, the streets bave
been excaedingly muddy sud disagracable. This
state of things could have beau expectad four or
six wecks ago, aud would bave tien beau an-
dured as s natural consaquance, but, at this
time of year, tic thiug is unusual, entirely un-
called for, aud is, tiarafora, simply intoîcrabla.
A few nigits ago, however, witliout the sligiteat
waruing to anybody, it turuad suddeuly cold-
awfully cold. Tie long-suffaring citizaus woke
up in the morniug sud were astouished to find
the ground frozan as liard as a piece of Aber-
deen granita. Tien came " the beautiful suow,"
to a de pti of six or igit luches, after wiich
tie leadan sky cleared away sud tic sun once
more shone forth in ail uis glory. Tien did tic
people say yas, yes, to tie beautiful rcmark of
tic pot-

" The dark and melaticholy days have gone.'

Winter lias, indeed, aprcad is mantie over tic
carti. Tic tampeat la over ; tic lamante are
at rest. Tic motionlessa alrubbery is ail eîîrobed
lu white. Thc leaficas trae stand arouîîd, like
seeping acutincis, as it wcre. to aflord s liberated
sud joyous people au opportunity to iold higi
carnival witiout molctation. Sîigis, w iti
ticir happy, fur-clad occupants, are gliding
hithar aud thithar, sud the frosty but braciuig
air la fillad witi tic music of mauy littla jing-
ling bells. Sunlicame gliateuiug ou tic whiite
snow, appear to dance lu unison witb tic marri-
meut of youîg sud lhappy licarta. Clarrning
winter ! iow deftly you place a rosy hue upon
eaci maidcn'e clicaksansd make their brigit
cye sparkic witi bcwitdliing swectuess!

Deligitfuî thougi the daya ara, tiare is some-
thiug tili more fascinatin g about a wiuter's
îigit. Cold, calm, sud wondcrfully clear, witi-
ont tic vestige of s cloud fioating anywliera ha-
neatitic starry cauopy ; tic paic moon shed-
ding lier silvary ligit upon thec frozen suow ;
laughing voceas of mcrry lighiug parties sinig-
ing nt lu the tili air, as they spead aloug
bchiud stasming horses tiat seem to via witi
caci o*lar lu tic jiugling of thair balle, is a
sce n l I"too swfully jol1y for su ordiuary pan
to dascrib."

W ceau ouiy cxclaim, gborlous t sudour ap-
preelation was, doubtes, muci more [eaiiugly
exprcs,çed the otier day, when, accidcntally
conuig serosq a victorlous auow-balliug faction
of se.lool-li;dran, we jolned lui witi tiem lu
shotig-" I urrahi for Canada !"

As lu formeîr ycars, great preparations bave
beau nade for tic cnjoymaut of tic approaeiing
holiday scasun. For soma time back, tuie sbop-
windows hava beau adorncd with ail sorts of
Christmas decorationa, and tic faucy gooda storea
hava dieplaycd immense quantitica of roeking-.
horses, doUes, littie sîciglie, skates, toys, sud l
tic reet of the innumarable atçateras wbich arc
nccaeary ta maka thousauda of little licarta
gisd on Chrlatmas îorning. Tic old-timeceus-
tomn of bhangiug up stoakinge for old Santa Claus
to fili witi ail sorts of commoditie that bava
beau wiaicd for, inebudiug a marvahlous aseort-
meut of eatmaats, la iargciy iudulgad in. lu
Hamilton. Pariapa oua of tic most touchiug
accues wc hava witucsaed for a long time, waeto, sac fatheresud motiers, blongiug to tichuinilar wslks of life, liurrying aloug, on tic
aveninge bafora Christmas, witi baskets ou ticir
arma, to purahasa, ont of tiair stinted pursa, tic
pîsythings wiich arc to fil some littia stoakinge
at home. Parliapa tic fathcr's face sud lbanda
stil bear tic soila of is work, for tlcy have hur-
rlcd so as not to ba too late at tic store, arud per-
lisps thc mothar la but thinly ad, but wbst of
that ?ThTi happluasa of thosa littie onas et
home is dearar t(, tiem tian all cisc, sud their
parental liearts would prompt tliam ta tint thauz.
salves a thousand times over, if ueceeasary, ratier
tianhaeterlte one disappoiuted on
Chîristmas moruiug.

Big brothers areco aomig home, sud sistars

hava beec-i bnsy for wccke back on myerioue
Lts f w,, owlles ad Bippr. and , tc

resuit of al auci visite wl h uymd nw
at thc proper tiine.

Christmas thina lways s fetive occasion for
tic butchars, sud tic markets thîls year may ha
said to excal lu the way of ornamentation. *Tic
Arcade is literally packcd with tic choicect
meats, sud a multitude of farmars' waggoua arc
îoadcd witli turkays, fruit, dairy producte, &c.
lu fact, tic wliola place tccma witb su sbund.
suce of theaIl fat of tic land."

Tic several benievoleut societias beatirraîl

themselves in tima, 50 tliat tIare liiuno danger of

tic poorar portion of tic population being left
out in tic cold. Altogetier, tie prospect ia
truly delightful.

Wbile the citizens gauerally bave beau thus
praparing for thea anual féast, the Sacred Hlar-
mnoule Society lias becs quietly at work in ar-
ranging for the production of two randitions of
l-Iandels sublime oratorio, " The Messiali."
Readers of tic CANADIAN ILLUSTItATED NEWs
wiIl ramenîbar tiat it was tus sae Sociaty
which rendared tic oratorio of the "Creation"
s0 successfully last spring. Mr. George Robin-
son, Baudmastar of tic XII [th Battalion Band,
s musician of more than provincial raputation,
is the conductor. Tic orchestra will be vary
full, sud will include aIl the firat-class musiciaus
of tic city. The vocal force will alsolie vcry
strong. Tic soloista will be Mrs. Caldwell,
soprano; Mrs. Parker, contralto.: Miss How-
ard, alto; Mr. James F. Egan, bass ; Mr. Clark,
basa; Mr. Hearld, tenor, &c., &c., sud upwards
of a iuudred voices will mngla in the choruses.
" Tic MssihI" will ha given iu tic Machanles'
Hall on two aveuinigs (26th sud 27th) duriug tic
holiday weck, sud is looked forward to witi de-
ligit. Tic musical raputation of those wlio
bave tic work in iand justifies tic axpectation
that the renditions of tuis grand oratorio will be
of a higi ordar.

Ever aince tic rcceipt of the sad uaws from.
Darmstadt. flaga hava bepu floating at ialf-maat
ini tus city ont of respect to tic memory of tic
beloyed daughtar of Har Majesty. Tliair Excel-
landies at Ottawa, aapecially H. R. H., have tic
haartfelt sympatby of tic wliole comnîunitv iin
tic sad affliction. Adieu.

W. F. McMAîto.

BRELO0Q UES PO UR DA MES.
SHE, returued is lova, but aveu tidu hae

wasn't aatisfied. Sic aaid aie did sot want it.
MS. PÂRTINGTON declares that aie doas not

wiah to vote, as sic [cars sic couldu 't stand cie
electrical franchise.

A GIRL at school would like to have two birtli-
days evcry yaar. Wheu she grows up a womnan
sic objecta to iaving oua.

A ROMÂNTIC Young man says tlîat a young
woman's liîart is like tic moon-it changes con-
tinually, but always lias a man in it.

THE mos atlshlful girl we ever icard of ws
tic Youug lady wlio blusied wlieu she was asked
if aie lad not beau courtiug slecp.

As soon as a Young man can make bis girl ha-
haeve that rolled plate jewcllery protecta the
wearcr from ligitning, lie la al O.K. for Christ-
mas.

Byour.old bacliclor :Tliare's no spacial style
of engraviug engagement rings. A spidar's wcbwitli a fly in it la a vary pratty device.

ONE of tic privileges of a wifa is to coax $25
from lier liusbaud sud tien tuaka hiimu a Christ-
mas prasant of a pair of tan-shilling slippars.

IT la mclanclioly, says Ouida in lier latest
novai, to, sec iow large tic proportion is of youug
ladies wio marry solcly to get rid of thir
mothera.

LADIEs are like watchea-pretty enougi tot
look at ; aweat faces sud delicate bauds, but
somewiat difficuit to " regulate"I after ticy are
set a-goiug.

Hwas bound to ha accurata, sud lha deacrili-
cd tic womaîî's costume tiis : 4"Sic wore an
alagant suit of somcthiug or othar, eut bias, sud
triuîmed andwise."

FONTENELLE tins daintily complliments tic
8ex wian lic compares womeu sud cloeka : The
latter serve to point ont tic hours, tic former
to, maka us forgat them."

A FRENCHMAN, eight days sitar marridge sud
while ou uis wcdding trip, recaives a talegrain
announiciiîg the deatl of hie mother-in-law, sud
with touchiug sinccrity wrlta lier epitapi 'To
tic licat of mnothcrs-iu.law."'

A LEARNED.young lady tic othar day aston-
ralied the compauy by asking for tic boan of a
diminutive arganteona truncated cona, coluvexc
ou its sumamit, asud ai-prforatad with syru-
metrical, indentationti. Si wantcd a thimble.

THÂT wasas good reply tic Young feliow made
at tic wcddiugXparty tic otier nigit, as lic was
aasisting thc ladies to remove ticir wraps, sud
waa 'asked if hie " was ready witi Aie rin,"Ilsud

AmoNG tic gifta of s bride was a broom,
tic foliowing :

"This trifiiug gift accpt of me;
l ta use 1 wouid command ;

Iu sunshlue use tic brusiy part,
lu etorme tic other cnd."

with1

A LITT'rL Portlanld girl rcccutly testlfled iuuuîo-
ceutly to tic Ilfe of drudgary cxlwrieuced by

tic averagea1«qucan of tic iousahld " wio doe
bar owu iouscwork. Somabody askad thechcli
if 1cr motiara lair was gray. 1-I dou't kuow,'
aie said, Ilsic le too taîl for me to se tic top o
1cr iead, sud sic neyer site down!

'«WLLiAM," obsarved s Milwaukee woman t(
lier liusbauid, " Mrs. Holcoînli fada prcttybadlj
now, sie ctic bass of ber child, sud I wlsb yot
would drop ovar tiare sud sec lier. You migli
ssy tiat all flash ie grass ; tiat wc've aIl got t(
go tic saine way ; sud sac if she is going to us(
lier drippiîîg-pan thisa atrnoon."

HE lsd brokan hus promise toutnarry tic girl,
sud bar fatber wantad a money conaidaration tc
bclp beai a woundad icsrt. Tic youug man
aaid lie would consider a reasonabla proposition.
"Well, tien," ssid tic irata father, who wac
saeking justice for bie dauglitar, " youug man,
liow docsas dollar sud a haîf strike you ?"

IF Edison wili turu in uow sud invent sume
kiud of a calcium liglît tiat will ligit up ail tic
streat except front gâtas, sud icave tiem in a
sonmbre aiadow tiat will prevant an old man lu
au upper hcdroom wiudow from tclliug whcticr
two peple arc close togetier or wide spart, it
wili do.1 Otlicrwise it will bceaxceadingly un-
popular.

"6Do you makea aîy reduction to a miinister ?"'

"aid a young lady lui Richmond tic otici' week
to a salesman. " Always. Ara you a uîinister'a
wifc V' 1 "Oh, no, I arn luot îuîar-riad," said the
lady, biusliing. "Daugliter, tienb" 4"No."
Tic tradasman looked puzzled. "I1 ain agaged
to a ticological student," said sic. Tic redue-
tion was made.

"IFoRG;ET tcee V" wrote a young man to hie
girl-" forget ticee ?Wieu tbe carti forgets to
revoive ; wlicu tic stars forget to siue ; whcn
tic ramn forgats to falli; whan tic fiowars forget
to bloom-ticn, and not till tien, will I forgat
thea." Tirce montis latar lha was going to sac
anotbcr girl witi a wart ounlier nose, sud $40,-
000 in tic bank.

IT wus at a Chicago dancing partyt A littIe
more animation, my dear," whisperad s fashion-
aile motier to a daugiter, wlio was walkiug
lauguidly tirougi a quadrille. " Let me manage
îîîy owu business, inamma, " said tic latter ; '«I
siail not danîce my rînglets ont of curl for a
marriad man." "'Ot course not, my lova, but I
was not aware wio your partuer was," replied
tic inother.

TUiE Springfield Republican says: " Oua sel-
domi secs auytbiiig voluptuous or flamboyant, or,
on thc othier band, anytig blauclicd and etiol-
stcd " amotig tic Boston girls. Rigit. But
wbat you always do sac, when you iucct a repre-
seclative Boston girl, is lier last translation of
tic Dies Ioe, claspcd lu 1cr rigit iand, and lu
her lcft s sonnet, cithar to Brahums, tic Over-
soul or tic Old South.

TuE'Price of a wife auong tic Sioux Indiass
is tweuty ponies. And wheu tic young brava
lias wonthe girl sud got her father's cousant at
ruling rates. snd thc only tiing that romains is
to plank dowu tic poules, lic site down sud
sometimas occupies a wholc niglit thinkiug
wicther lic iad botter staitic poules from is
owu fatlier or tic glrl's. Ha gcîîerally steals
tlicm [rom is prospective fathcr-iu-iaw.

TnE women of Prague are sioutiug tic battie
cry of frecdom. Tic local board of icalti is at-
teunpting to cufore mensuras of dreas rcform. It
bas iaaued au edict probibiting tic fair sax from
weariug losg dresses. Cousidcriug, sav the
floctors, '"tiat training robas raisa a dust lu tic
streets wiichiBl highly prajudicial tu tic public
icalti, it la henceforti forbiddeu to wcar tic
robes lu question lu tic public thorougifares."
Tiare are vagua appreliensiouîs of a riot.

" WHAT," tic young miati askcd tic youngj
woînuwio wae waitiug for him to ask for is
bat, " wiat do 1 put you lu mind of ?" i"A
Frenchi dock," sic said, softly. And pretty
soon ha arose and weut ouis way. Tic ncxt
rnoruiug lic called upon au erninant horologlet
sud askcd hlm wiat wus tic distinguishing trait
ofa Freuchi dock. Tic horologiat aaid : "Why

it naver goe." And the young mxan wa surely
cast dowu, sud le grieved, sudY told no man of
bis hurt.

Tic wifé of a well-knowu litarary goeitleman,
wiile readiug oua of île articles for the pres,
corrcctcd it as sic wcut along-aud tic errors
werc somcwhat numerous. ilWiy, iuabaud,"
sic exclaimcd, "you dou't kuow tic firat rmica

ýs heavily' on the Lord Chancellor about eighteen
d months ago lias given way to persistent and

,bcareful treatmeut, and this gifted lrishrnan will,
>f iu ail probability, occupv the woolsack until the

close of the present Parliarnent.

y THE promised abbreviated edition of that
LiLife of Lord Beaeonsftcld, of whieh, througb the
tdeath of Mr. S. O. Beetoni, only one volume was
()published, will be ready in three or four weeks.
eThe original edition, so far as it went, wvas

fouind so interestiug snd useful that the complete
oua-volume edition will probably have a large
circulation.

THE Socialist leaders, driven out of Garnany,
are determiuad to maka London the headquartcrs
of the movament. There was a meeting the
other day of the International Labour Union,
which is really the English brandi of the 1Inter-
national. It w&4 decidad to hold a Socialist

>Con gress in London next year, and to appeal to
the E uglish trade unionists to take part in the
movement.

Ma. LEmoN, the engraver, is engaged upon a
large portrait-picture of the Coiservative C2abi-
net as it was composed at the comnîecemnent of'
Lord Beaconsfield 's Prenîiership. The artist
was Mr. Mercier, to wliom the various menibers
of the Ministry gave sittings, and by whoin ex-
cellent full-langth likenesses were obtainad and
transferred to cauvas. Mr. Lenion bas beeîî liard
at work engraving the origiiials for some tinme,
but lie bas xîow nearly completed his task.

WEARINo FLANNL.-PUt it on at once
Winter or summer, inothing better can be worîî
next the skin than a loose, red woolleui Ilanniel
shirt; " loose, for it bas room to move on the
skin, thus causing a titilation which draws the
blood to the surface and keeps it tiare, aud,
when tiat is the case, no one can take a cold;
" red, " for white fiannel fulls up, mats together
aud becomes tigzht, stiff, heavy sud inipýerviou.s;
4"6woollen, " the product of a sIîeep and not of' a
gentleman of color, iot of cotton wool, because
that merely absorbs the moisture from the sur-
face, while woolleu flan nel couveys it froui thue
skin and deposits it in drops on the outside of'
the shirt, from wbicb the ordiiîaary cotton shirt
absorbs it, and, by its neaier exposure to the ex-
terior air, it is soon dried witbouit injury to the
body. Havlng these properties, red woollen
manuel is worn by sailors even in the midsuni
fier of the hottest countries. Wear a t1inniier
material in sumnier.

SOME NOTABLE CHILDREN.- Baillet mentions
163 cuidreu eudowed with extraordinary talents,
amoug wlIom few arrived at an advanced age.
The two sons of Quintilian so vauuted by their
fatiar, did not reach their tenth year. Hieruto-
genes, wbo, at the age of fifteen, tauglit rbetoric
to Marcus Aurelius, who triumphed over the
most celebrated riatoriciains of Greece, did flot
die, bu t at tweuty-four bast bis faculties aud for-
got aIl lie hiad previously acquired. Piýa di M1i-
randola died at thirty-two; Johauues Secundtis
at twenty-five, iaving at the age of fifteen coin-
posed admirable Greek sud Latin versas, and be-
corne profoundly varsed in jurisprudence and
letters. Pascal, wbosc genius developed itseif
at ten years old, did not attain the third of a
century. In 1791 a chuld was boru at Lubeck,
named Henri Heinekem, whose precocity was
ruiraculous. At ten montis of age lie spoke dis-
tiunctly; at twelve, learned thePeutateuch by rote,
aud at fourteen moîuths was pertectly acquainted
with the Old and iNew Testament. At two
years of aga hae was as failiar with Ancient is-
tory as the most erudite autbors ot' antiquity.
Sanson and I)anville ouly could conîpete witb
bim lu geographical kuowledge; Cicero would
have thougit him au "alter ego" on haariug him
converse lu Latin, sud iun modern languages lie
was aqually proficieut. This wondertul child
was unfortunately carried off iu lis fourth year.
According to a popular proveri--6'The sword
wore out tlie sheati."

CONSUJIPTION CURE».
An old physician, retired fromn practice, hav.

ing liad placed in lis bauds by an Eust India
missiouary the formula of a simple vegetable
remedy, for the speedy sud permanent cure for
consumption, brouchitis, catarrh, astikma, sud
ail throat sud lung affections, also a positive
sud radical cure for nervous debility sud al
nervous complaint-q, after lhaving teed -- itsi-
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