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CHAPTER IX.
THE TREE OF PEACR i3 PLANTED.

Every thing in this werld has an eud, and
now the termination of the contest so long
and so Bloody was drawing nigh.  General
Wayne had collected together an army suti-
ciently large in his estimation to enable him
to strike a decisive blow, and to retain
possession uf the territory he might conquer.
Onthecighth of Auzust, 1784, hearrived where
the waters of the Au Glaize and the Miami
flow tozether; here he was thirty miles from
the mpids where Governor Simeoe had crected
the fortress and where the Indian forces were

collected to the unumber of nearly twe
thousand warriers. Wayne's strength was

He bhoped to surprise the Indians and
'n them unawares; but their scouts
brougbt in daily information of his doings,
and Mizshikinawkws was prepared to meet
the army of the Republic.

September had new worn away s
pigeteenth night,  The Chivds of the Indiaus
were all assembled ip council, and it was
proposed, some say by Teculsch, to makea
night atack upen the American encamp.
ment. Well would it bave been for them had
the sugrestion been carried out, as then they
would have sutfered little from the mounted
rilernen who made such dreadiul havoe in
their ranks the next day; but the proposal

to

was overruled and a general encagement on
the following morning was determined on.

Mishikizawkwa, the conqueror of St. Clair
and the leader of the combined forces, alone
was in faveur of prace; but Blue Jacket, alias
Woerapicrscuwaw, and the other Shewanees
overrulod bis measures,

Straizhiway the trives began w take their
positivn,  Seven nations prepared themselves
for the morrow’s battle, the Miamis, Wyandots,
Pottawsttamies. Otiawas, Chippewas, Dela-

wares, Shewanees and a few  Senecgas, all
under their respective Chiefs. They posted
themselves o the rear of a thick wood,

rendendd almost fosccessible by & luxuriant
growth of nadertrush catwined with the roots
aml brapches of lofty trees lald fow by the
tderce winds of a tornado. The steep rocky
tanks and deep waters of the river protected
their left dank. It seemed a3 7 iz the
arrangement of the place nature had done all
in her power 10 assist her poor chibdren who
were destinesd 1o waste away before the white
man ‘‘aye, ke April suow in the warm noon
to shrink awayv.”

The bright Augast sun had scarcely risen
i tern conch when the Americans
advanced 0 the condict. As soon as the
vapguard vame within moge of the Indians
thev reesived such a8 well directed fre frowm
the warriors who were hid behind the forest
trees and inthe tall grass that they were come.
pelied to full back : lovd and oft cracked the
riftes of the tribes, and as often was a cap
made in the ranks of the approaching army
who appeared 0 be marching right toto the
jaws of death, The Indians wers drawn up
in a triple line : at length Wayne vedered the
wain body of kis troops to charge with the
point of the bavoust. 3o lmpstaons was the
onslavght that the Iandians were uwuable to
stand, and despite the frantic eforts of the
Chicts who exposed themselves as fearlesaly
as if clad in wagic armour, gave way on cvery
side, and in l-ss than an bour were driven in
confusion and dismay from off the battle-
ficld, numbers of them being hewn down by
the sharp sabres of the American cavalry,
Tecumselh, Mishikinawkwa and  Weya-
picrscuwaw fought as culy brave men fghe
when they Know that upou the fate of the
duy hangs life or death o their nation, Azain
and again did they strive to rally their
countrymen, but all their exertions were in
vain, (vattles in this age are not von by the
prowess of a few wighty berovs) and they
were borne enwards ont of the fight by their
retreating comead=s.

Thiz batile broke the strength of the con-
federacy, they could not again be persnaded
to cope with Wayne's victorious troops, and
began to grow weary of the coutest and to
tiink  that they could never successfully
coutend agninst the Americans.  Notwith-
tanding all the efforts of Tecumsch and those
Chiefs who like him  had sworn eternal
enmity againgt the Long Knives and were
cager W fight to the very last, the tribes who
lived beyond the Mississippt left to return
to their own distant  prairies.  And now
the Indians could no looger hope fur aid from
Great Britain, for the difticultiey between that
“State and the Americans had been smoothed
over aud the threatening war postponed for a
time., 80 the Chiefs met the Commissioners
at Fort Greenville in the following sumuer,
and aa the price of the peace which they now
sought gave up a large tract of territory south
of the Lakes and wert of the Ohio.
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Thus ended a contest, which, to adopt the
words of a wise Seneca Chief, ‘‘threw the
inhabitants of the land intoa great tumult
and commotion like a raging whirlwind which
tears up the trees and tosses to and fro the
leaves. But now the Great Spirit spoke to
the whirlwind and it was still; a clear and
upinterrupted sky appeared, and the pathof
peace was opened.”

CHAPTER X,
A LONG WEARY JOURNEY.

Brr what of Percy Seaforth 7 Sadly aund
with a heavy load weighing down his souldid
he accompany Tecumseh forth from the She-
wanee village on the evening of the day when,
unknown to himself, he had stood by the side
of her whom he was secking so earnestly aud
lougingly throughout the Red man's land, All
nature smiled © joy was on every side, the
birds of the air carolled sweetly, the inscet
bhosts had not a trouble, the gente zephyrs
wooed the spirits of the trees nod lowers, the
Lutterfly futtered gayly to and fro; but Perey
walked by the side of his frieud in silence aud
in gloom. When at the conncil at Niagsrea he
had first beheld Tecumseh higeye fell instantly
upon the brooch that clasped that chinftain’s
robe, and at opce he recoguized it as his part-
ing gift to Miriam, but wot a word could he
draw forth from the reticent Indian as (o how
or where he had obtained it hoping to find
some trace of his lonzg lost love he had come
1o the bauks of the Miami, and now he was
leaving them as ignorant of her fate a3 ever,

Among the chiefz: and sachems assembled
at the Bapids Seaforth wanderad day after day
secking pews of Mirism: at length he heand
from the deputies of the Messassagues that in
their far distant wizwams beyomd the western
Lorders of the great Gitchegami (Lake Supe-
rior), there dwelt & pale faced maibden, who
had been taken prisouner by their tribe. No
further particalars could Porey glean concern-
ing this captive, 50 he resolved to return with
the deputies and see for himself,

As soun a3 the council was over the Messas.
saguss departed in their canoes to summon
their warriors to join the army of the coufed-
erates, and Perey, with a younyg Mohawk as
his interpreter and companion, woent with
them.  Swiftiy propelled by the strong arms
of the Indians, the licht craft glided down the
rapid stream of the Miami into the wmmldy
waters of Lake Frie: then crossing this up
the river to the settlement of Detrolt) here
they stopped a day or two to purchase guns
ard powder and Iny in a supply of the baue of
their race, freewater. A fow miles farther on
they emerged into Lakes St Clair, which w
the eye of the Eaglishman seemed ke a
broad basin of water flled o overtowing,
But the voyagers stayed notagatn until having
forced thuir canoes up the swit current of the
St. Claic River, Lake Houoon opened up tolore
them, stretohing its waters of olearest ervatal
far beyond whers the eye conid reach away to
the north, like some mighty inland ccean,
Here for a fuw days the party encamped o

ske sOmMe DEeCcessary repairs to their fragile
barks and to oltain sk and game for their
voyage to the ~ault Ste. Marie,

While here Percy chanced to startde a large
rattlesnake {rom its lair, and, prompted by
that strange impulse which auimates t
of all who deem thomselves of Adam's seed,
he songht to kill it: but the udiaos jater-
fered, formed s cirele round the snake, all ad-
dressing it by turns and calling it by the en.
dearing name of * Grandiather, and nlling
thelr pipes cach blew the stioke towards the
serpent which sremed highly pleased with the
atlention shewn him, and coiling himself agp,
remained guite trangoil for some time; and
when at tength iv did glide off the savages
busought him most earpestly to give themn a
sale and prosperous journey, expriossing the
hope that he would not be angry with them
becagse of the Ewpglishman's insulting cou-
duct,

Again all were embarked, skimming lightly
ovur the deep blue waters of the lake; 50 clear,
indeed, were they, that Percy as he looked
over the side of his light bark, could sew the
huge fish spurting themselves in the depths
below, and even count the pebbles as they lay
among the shells on the bright saud, Al
went well ag day after day they skirted along
the western shore of the lake where the st
shagey firs and giant pines rose like alofty
wall straight up from the water's edge, but ns
they were crossing the arm of the lnke, now
known ag Saginaw Bay, s change came over
the hitherto fair and smiling face of nature,
Clouds dark and heavy drifted athwart the
sky, lightning flashes came fast and bright,
thunderings clashing and crashing were heard,
strong gusats of wind came blowing fiercely
from the north, the waves lashed into fury
rolled high and boisterous, and everything
threatened destraction to the frail and heavily
laden boats, Many an Indian volce was raised
in supplication to the Great Spirit, and much
wag the rattleaunke god besought to ald them,
bat when the wind increased still more and
more 8 dog wad cast into the lake as o propi.
tiatory offering to the angry snake, which was
earnestly - desired to appease its hupger with
the carcase of the brute and spare them, its
faithful worshippers. T'he sacrifice proved se-
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ceptable, and in safety the entire party roached
the camping ground where they were to pass
the night. .

After three woeks' journeying from  Detroit
the voyagers beheld one evening, as the sun
sank down torest, the besutiful island of Mack-
inaw rising from the broad expatse of waters,
with its white limestone cliffs adorned and
half coverad with dark green folinge, This
has ever been a favourite resort of the tribes,
and many are the legends and superstitions
attached to the bridges, caverns and towers
cut by the cuuning hand of Nature from the
living rock. Huere ofttimes were the fairics

seen bathing in the clear cool  waters,

sking in  the summer moounlight, or
danving in mystic maxes on the  high
white oliffs, Here the party rested some

days and then passed on to the Sault S
Marie ; there they disembarked, snd after
carrying their cunoes over the weary portage
onee more launched them on Take Superior
across the pelluctd depths of this great ovean
they sped, passing immense clifs which rise
full three hundred feet from the water's level,
so fantastic in their shapes and so gorgeousty
adorned with lichens aud mosses of every huoe
as to well deserve the name of Pictured Rocks
then they sizghted La Cascade de I8 Portaille,
where a stream boutds from a rock seventy
feet in heizht, and with a single leap precipi-
tates itself into the fake below,  Jn time the
Doric Arch was passed, an isielated mass of
sandstone surmounted by pillars supporting
an eutablature of stons ou which bave sprang
up n grove of lofty pine trees. On oand on
they went through this region of wonders to
the River 3t Louis, and up its rapid stream
until its swift and brokeon current compelled
them to leave their boata,

CHAPTER XL

NOT BEAUTY oUT THY BEAST,

AT jast one evening Perey Seaforth found
himself at the tentts of the Messassagues, his
lotng wished-lor goaly eagerly odid be awailt
thie morrow wiielr fre Z!lf;ht sve the white Cajr-
tive girt and kanow whethier ar not his toilsome
iourney had been tn vain, Meanwhile argund
the cawp e he hears that the fiicone dwells
v hersell dnoa bt of buffale skhins ;) that sha
revered as a great magician, and that her
word 12 law to the stapleaniodsl Tadians,
When wrapt iu his shet he ay down to
rest far the night, searce conhl b remain
siet anxions was he for the returning day
that by its Hoht he might solve the questions
that Gled iz mind with Jdoubt,

Not long kad the ran been olimbing the
castern sky whon Perey comes forth from his
tont atcd wends his way to the atwde of the
white girh, As heapproaches he hears the
dull murmarings of mysterions sounds issaing
from v in; his comrade teils him the
maiden. s communing with the oeeat ruler of
the universe,  Porey, all expeatation and ex.
citemant, pushes aside the beasskin door and
botioids—not Mirtum Howard the joy of his
kvart, blooming with yveuthifind beanty and
vizein purity, buta haif-naked hos o veritable
Witeh of Fndor, oid
wiit: Rs suow,
ting npon hisr he
disorifer,

cuxly toothiess, with hair

Surce asoa wild cat’s, site
s n the midst of Gtk and
Gu Wabanen smoke st a hideons
fmages she bebd i ber withered hands, mote
tering uil the while io the Spanish tongue,
White indeod she was, or rather onee had
been, but not the white girl Peres Seaforth
had travelled thogsands of miles to 8nd. Dia.
gusted, disappointed, broken-hearted, Perey
hastrned from the soene, wore anxinous o b
gone than erewhile he had been to come, The
next day e intended  to oset forth on ks
homeward journey ; but when at early dawn
hee sprang from his couch nature had agsuined
its robe of white, snow covered the face of the
earth, and tlakes fell fast and thisk throngh
the chilly air: above, below, around, every.
where was the ey suow.  Vain was it to
think of starting, =0 another day did he gpend
uear the Spanish girl. At length he bade
farewell to his Mes agnie fricnds, and with
his young Mohawk girt on his snow-shoes for
a walk to the settlement of Detroit,

Day after day they plodded wearily on
through o vast, wild, dreary, never-ending
forext, white with snow ; now climbing over
Lills, now tramping through the deop drifts
in the valleyw ; at one time consting along the
shores of A dismal lake; at another c~m§ﬂing
the ive of a frozen river; never meeting a
hwnan beluyg, depending npon their guns for
their daily tood [ st wight lying under the
shulter of some lofty rock or curled up be.
side their fire.  But one day as they pansed
for their noontide nesl on the margin of o
Iake, they saw in the distanee o band of In-
dinns moving quietly and tlectly over the
frosen-rround,  The Mohawk at once recog-
uizel themn as a party of Ottigamivs, between
whom awd hig tribe there existed a deadly
fewd. . Phe two At vnee made for the wooils,
hoping that they mixht have escaped the ob.-
servation of the savaged; but the quick eyes
of these keen soalp-hnnters bhad discovered
Seaforth and his companion, and with the
specd of deer they mished upon them,  The
Mohawk, nccustomed from his earlicat chitd.
hood Lo force his way Liuough the i H

.
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forests, conld ensily have outstripped the
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whooping Ottigamios ; but it was not so with
Senforth, who found, now that he was flecing
for his very Ufu from those who wure panting
for his blood, the long, narrow snow-shoey
continunlly caught in the stuwps and under.
brush over which he ran. He saw flight wag
useless, and the Mohawk would not leave
him ; so they halted suddonly, and faceq
round just as the foremost of their pursuers
were 4t their heels; their arms wero rafsed
aloft, their tomahinwke gleamed In the bright
cold suushine ag they fell crashing through
the unprotected skulls of two of the O
gunies who sank groaning down and detileg
the pure white snow with thelr crimson gore.
The others, astonished at the unlooked-fyr
fate of their comrader, halted 0 consylt
together.  As they stood a faint click wag
heard, & bright tlash seen, a sharp crack awok..
the stumbering cchioes of the frozen foreat,
and a bullet from Percy’s pistol sped o the
heart of a foeman, With the fierce how! of
hungry wolves the Ottigamies threw then.
selves ou the two who stood undaunted,
Perey's pistol sent anvther to join hin fricuds
in the Iand of spirits before he and tye
Mohawh were borne to the ground over.
powered by nuinbers, The Mobawk paid for
ticer {102 of the brave he had alain with hiy
own, dd his reckime seslp soon hung from
his muederer's waist, while hin corpse was Loy
to fred the ravening wolveg,

Tizhitly did the captors bind Yerey Seaforty;
with thongs of white butfalo hide and wmacched
Liim off towards the village,

CHAPTER XIL

DESPAIR AN RELIGIOX.

Rt what of Miriam Howard all this whiie
Wiherr was she when her lover was searching
fir her along the shores of the great Takes aud
the bauks of the mighty tiver? What way
atie dning while he was a captive and a
desolate wanderer?  Loag had sbe anxiouedy
louked for the return of Teoumsch and Peroy
from the woawd council at the Mismi Rapids .
at Jast the Chief appearsi, but o white man
was by his side to brighten hur eye dinmed
with tenrs. Too soon the careworn wated
tearnt that her friend had gone to the far
distant north to search for a pale-faced giel,
and her sad heart told her she was the one
sought for. Her cup of sortrow soew sremesd
full to overdowing, weary of her e, inosn
agony of despar ghe rushed to the sivers
Lrink amd from a lofty rock threw b
sadlony ioto the mpbl stream, .
hour was ot yet gome,  (reomge Wag
saw hier fall and plunsing into the se:
Howing water broaht hetr fusensible bols
the shore,  Stowly did consciousness v
at Leneth with a deeply drawn sigh ihe

opetivd her eves : ker faithinl consin was
bending over har, e knew all her grichs

and tow fondly strovs to southe
Assorting that Perow wontd be sure tor
and asraring her that all woshd yoet be w

When Miriam entered the door of her tent
o nute her spirit was calmed, again hops
haed Hahtod o her heart, she wag resolved to
wait patiently  and to 3 thie first o
portunity of escape that ofvred dtself, Yot
fittie prospoct did there seem of escage fof
the strict surveillanee of Tecumsaeh and
creatinres waseverover her, and she Xuew that

Bed e

his

)
even Waggoner woubd not belp her, for belug
p 3 Ay

now cuite contetrted Limaelf he wmmm‘..lw;.
T, i

to fuiar the displensare of the Chicf by being
A party to the cirapre of one whom Teo el
vt hoped to win for Lis bride, for althoush
Tecumach had already had several wives sull
Bin hnd seon tieed of them amd after a
months had sent them back to their fadhens
wigwans, with the prosents be had given thet
when they lirst came to his boane. ‘

Miriam aow spent the gredter portton o het
tirne in endesvourime to instract those ametn]
whom she dwelt in the doctrines of Chns-
tinnity, but she found that it wes very uphill
work o overcome the passions and prejudices
of the Indians, 1 one oceasion after sl had
been  enlarging on the raptureus joy< of
heaven and the fearful miseties of hell tos
dying mpuaw, her listener fn feeble aceonts
replicd

« [ wish to o where iy forefathers are gone
and where oy children are gone, your hvaven
may be a good place for pale faces, but 1 want
ter bt smonyg Indians when | go to the Ianid of
spirite, for the white men are 8o greedy they
woull give me nothing tu eat were 1 hungey
in heaven,”

Then, ngain, after she had spoken to e
of her young companious of the great Gisd,
and bow he bad mule heaven aud carth wnd
all things therein, they scornfully laughed ot
her and told their tale of how, whilethe whole
world wis covered with an hamense lake v
waters, & female apirit, rejoicing in the name
of Atsentsic, with herdog was Lhunting a tesr
throngh the regions of the blue sky, the Iear
slipping through a liole fell down to ‘-'ur!hy
U dogg in the eigernes of the chinse foliow-
vd, while Atnentsic full of despair at the 3-""3
of her fnvourite jumped after them The
animals swimming about in the watery _Wl\‘*“’
Lelow saw her desconmling through the niv sl
méet in council to decide what was to b doue
to save the fair huntress from  destiuction.
The matter - was loft to the discretion of the




