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MEN, WOMEN, ANO THINCS lm OENERAL.
For bctter or forwarse society in England, the United States, and

Canada, scrns tcnding towards a fuller recognition of the right of womnan
ta a larger nicasure of frecdori n li er pursuits, a larger mcasure ai power
in the state, and a larger nîcasure of legal contrai over lier property and ber
offspring. In England and Canada, a niarried %wonan can now retain bier
separatc uwncrship) uf any prupcrty she niay ha% e >ss~L before mnar-
naige, and also of any that she may acquire in bier own rigit aiter nirriage.
In niany states of tbe Union a similar condition of the lave obtains, tbough
in others a niarried woman is, in the niatter of owncrsbip, in no better posi-
tion than the negroes of the South werc in before enianciiation. Sucb
variations in the status of nîarried wonscn arc quite possible under a fcd.
eral systein 'vich leaves thc contrai of property and civil righits ta bc regu-
lated by state constitutions and statu legislatures.

Just as one must loak ait the furtliest up watcr tmark an the shîore ta
ascertain the bcigbt of the rising tide, sa we must look tai tlic nost lberal
of thc state constitutions ta ascertain the furthest advance madle by public
opinion in the direction above referred ta. Not long ago Washington ter-
ritory adopted a ncw constitution, or an amendnient ta its aid one, which
permits wamen ta vote, compcls thein ta seive on juries, and in other re-
spects places thera before the law in a position of perféct cquality with nien.
Here are sanie oi its provisions:

Thenights and respansibilities of the parents (in the absence af mnis-
conduct) shaîl be equal ; and the niother shall bc as fully entitled ta the
custody, control., and earnings ai the hblidren as the father.

A married wonîan dwelling witli er husband bias the sine rigbt and
liberty ta acquire, hold, enjoy, and dispose af every species oi praperty,
and ta, sue and be sued, as if she werc unnirried.

Ail lan's whliclî impose (or recognize) civil disabilitics uipon a wvife,
%vhicli are not iiniosed (and recognizcd) as cxisting as ta the husband, arc
hcercby abolisbied.

__Tbere ire rnany other provisions in the constitution insertcd for the
saine purpose, thle full enirancbisement af Nvamen, under ane ai whicli tile
wiie nmay select a lioniestead if tbe bnusband ncglects or refuses ta, clioose
one, while another puts husband and wife, living togetber, on ani equality
as regards individual praperty, riglits and liabilities, wvith tbc exception that
anr advantage is given ta the ivife regarding lier personal earnirigs.

A Washington >'erritory lawyer af good standing and large practic
rcntly, gae the foliowitig as bis N icvi of flie scolie Of the cna-ctmieiit
above rcerred ta

i\arried ladies, with and witlîout separatu l)ropetyi n'el ri spinisters,
are uiiconbtedly, iii this territory, citizenis. Thcy can do, and ilium endure,
ais cîîî.,cens. Wives and niiers may lit a»>' tiîne bu retturied by tile sherifi
as qtialified jurars. Tbis invasion is possible any t1ime in otir awn homnes.
Onily the goo(l sense, or good taste. or sense ai prapriety, wviiici ilay or
nia>' fot lie lpr*ent, ina>' î)rcven it. lIn tbe bome, aIl contemplation aI
tbe wvife as in anly may tbe agent or servant oi, or UN-cil secîildar> to, tbe
busbanld, is donc away wih. Sbe is no longer under sncbl civil restrictions
as conmpel bier ta aci iii an>' capacity inferior ta inii. She is not sîîbject ta
bis attority, or even restrinit, and sticb propert>' aiid riglits as were for-
nicrly alienated b> niarniage ire nov rebtured. Wh)lî, a %vonîani ina>1 be flic
absolute manager if nlot ln'oprietor offic the orne, and regulite tliu viole
preniises, includînig cbildren and husband, tble vcry servants beitig liired by
bier and subject ta bier dictation.

T'le Cbief justice af i ~sbington Territory bappens ta bc a firiii bc-
lievcr in tlic of'at.g ai ixcd jîîrics for tlîe trial ai crinîinal cases, and
lie sîîccecded in getting vvornen cliosen as jurars iii bis recula circuits. I lis
testimony is very szrong ais ta tlicir capacity for discharging tbe dutieb iîîî.
posed on tiieni, and as ta tbe iniprovernent wrougbt by the change. Il'l lie
result," bie says, Il is plainly ta bu seen iii tbe unipreccdented ordurliness ai
uur cormnni'ity and tble exceeding pramiptnuss and scverity --vith whlîi
crimes, especially those against tile brone, are punislied." A corrspondent
ai tbe New' York P'os, writing froni Seattle, whlicb a short tixue ago wvas
anc ai the wvorst places iii tic *Ierritor), describes it as onc ai tlîe îast
ordcrly places ta be ftound anywbece, "lits uproariaus tlicatrcs, dance-
bouses, squaw-brotlîels, and Surnday.figbts," being things oï the past, %lîile
there is not a ganibling bouse lcit in flic city. Hle gives a grand jury af
wonmen credit for flic iînprovcîient, but adinits tlîat the enfraîîcliiscilcîît af
wvarnen lias not donc sa niucb in tlie sanie directions clsewbcr. In ant
caunty tile w'anen even vatcd %vith tbc wlîiskcey initerest.

It is întcresting ta read the sanie correspondents description ai the
effect on the male voters of tlic admission ai ivotnen ta thc francbise .

In spuc o aic h nist and rnud, elcîavn-day n'as a pretty spcta.cle hure.
l'le ways ta tie polling places wure fenccd in, and Uie cîci-tion rcicu
adorticd %Nitlî grven ý,llUlb and flowvers. 'The mollis n'cre t.îas.tcilly
airranged, and garlandcd in saine cases, rcrnindiiig one ai cbutrch pulpits
%vliere the religions scntinentality af wornen is given full expression NIiiy
ladies wvcrc prescrnt, affening tickets and cecionecriîig, generally, as it
seîned ta nie, for l)ninciles, not mnen. It n'as pleasant ta sec the sailors,
'longslioreincen, rattsnîen, and laggers-niany af wlioi liad not fêlt enlougl
interest t'> came ont at flic Julie election (and s0 wvcrc ignorant tif tise tnen
order ai things) cxbibit thcir surprise wbcn thcy found wlîat the ordeal of
vating ineant. Tlîey wvould stop, siep an anc side, shake out tlîeir clothes,
turn down tic bottoins ai tlîeir pants regardlcss af the mud, th row aîvay
tieir quîds, and %ville off tlie browvn traces before approacbing tic ballot-
box guarded by its nen' divinities. ONLaOKLR.

$Cltctb 'Irticktz,

THE DRUNKARD, THE ORPHAN, AND TIHE WVIIOW.

The ]and is full ai tbc wrctclied, madle s0 by the rum-ficnld. Drunken
fathers, captnred by the allurements ai tbic saloons and by tbe seductiv'c in-
fluiences ai tbe dcvilisb dranghts that nobody but a riend could bave in-
vented, and unable ta rcsist thc spell that habit lias settled tipon tlieni, arc
brcakiîg tic lîcarts ai thousands ai lou'ing %vives, and kceîuing tlîeir little
ones in beggary and wvant, Tlîcy alîpeal ta us in tonues ai anguish ta stel)
in betwccn tbeni aîîd the destroyers ai tlîeir %ve1iarý ta stay flice hind of
the slayr-ta close tile irag.slioj)s tlîcir natural protçctars ]lave no longer
powcr ta k-ep ont of, and mbicii cotsnies thîcir brc'ad and rainient. Sbail
wve pass b>', as did tlîe Il Priest and Lcvitc," or shahl wv irniitat the Saîîîarî-
an aîîd bind tilp tlicir wounds? Reniembier tlîcy art' îîcriSlling NONV, amîc

No' is thîe liour iii wvlicb wc slîould carne ta thîcir aid. lýJay aur butter
tbugbts lead us ta tlîc wark pramising sonîcthing for their relief anîd liru
tecion.- Walern Illaae.


