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I;URTHEB. TALK WITH PRESBY-
TERIANS.

The lotters from our various eorre-
spondents which we published last week
to a great extont obviate nny necessity
for our again recurring to our work or
the elaims we have upon the support of
Presbyterians. 'We are content to let
that work answer for itself. At the
same timo there are a few points on
which o remark or two may not be alto-
gether inappropriate.

We have not a word to say in opposi-
tion to a monthly magazine, for which
worknow n'good many are anxious. If
sach a periodicel oan be got up and
vigorously conducted, we shall be glad.
If it find adequate and enlightened: sup-
port, we shall be still better pleased.
But, even at the best, & monthly 1mag-
azine can never, as things are at pre-
gent, obviate the necossity of a weeldy
newspaper. Perhaps the feeling of
meny is that even the latter appears
too seldom to discuss with sufflcient
freshness and foree the current topics
of the day. DPeople now-a-days live
very fast, and whether it be a good
symptom or o bad, things must be taken
as they are and treated accordingly. It
is very ovident, at any rate, that long
before n monthly magazine can be
brought to bear upon them, many sub-
jects by no means unimportant are old
and stale. Men have drifted away from
them and cannot be persuaded to re-
turn. 'We shall accordingly be no rival
to a monthly or quarterly of the right
stamp. Such a periodical would be
simply our complement and crown.

Then let us notice another point on
which we think some are inclined to
be unreasonable, or—shall we say it 2—
simply inconsiderate. The price of the
PrespyTEriax is objected to as too high,
and other papers are referred to as of
Iarger sizé® and put at a lower figure.
Wo have no word of depreciation for
any of our cortemporaries, nor do we
cherish towards any of thera a feeling of
anything but honest and honourable
rivalry. Woe are in antagonism to none.
Our work does not interfere with thelss,
and our success does not involve in the
slightest their injury. They cannot do
what we propose; we may not be able
to overtake what some of them at any
xate successfully accomplish. But as
for as the price goes, let owr friendly
objectors just think for 2 moment. The
papers to which we are specially refer-
red are of long standing. After many
struggles they have ostablished theix
position. Their advertising patronage
is large, and is what they chiefly depond
upon. They have daily editions which
supply material for their weellies, with-
out any additional expense for compos-
ing. All this after being established
twenty years and more. Is it reason-
able then that we should be expected at
once to starxt, without o fixed extensive
circulation, without an advertising.circle

-of supporters, and without the prestige’
which lengthened experience may bo.

expected to give, and at onco present. as
large and as cheap & sheet as our neigh-
bours havo reacked after the efforis of a
-quarter of & century ? The thing won't
stand to xeason. We proposed o start
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our claims, and our aspirations.
‘lot us turn to tho work of making theso

Jarge and influential audience.

nt the paco aud in the wtyle w
raascnabld lioges of bewrg able to main-
tain, and ve think we have done this,

......... :

-and in such & way asto give us a claim

st loast to the friendly consideration
and honest suppuct of the Presbyterians

‘of Canado.

Wo ask no lonus from oither the
Church or State, though these interested
in tho success of rwlways, newspapers,
sugar refineries, or cotton mills, aro
onlv too glad to give such iv order fo
soento o faix-start for enterprizes which
in their estimation will bo & public hone-
We wish to give full and adequato
veturns for all we receive, and if frionds
will but have paticnco, and will of the
samo time help reasonably {o extend
our eircalation, socure for us a fair share
of advortisements, and if we oun print
ns woll and as cheaply as othors what
they need to have printed, lot ns have &
ronsonable amonnt of such job worl,
that is all wo ask. With suck help and
hearty co-operation in the wey of send-
ing news and miscollaneous contribu-
ticns from those who handle the pen of
o ready writer, we fully caleulate on
making a newspapor not altogother un-
worthy of the Presbyterians of Canada.
If in spite of such genorous assistance
we fail, then let us go .down and give
place to others worthier and more en-
ergetic.

Wo close our talk about ourselves,
Now

nspirations good.

PRESBYTERIANISM ASSAILED AND
DEFENDED.

In the end of Jonuary last the Very
Rov. Dean Stanley delivered, in Edin-
burgh, a courso of four lectures on the
History of the Church of Scotland. Ho
Jectured under the auspices of the Philo-
sophical Imstitution, and attracted a
The
theme is one deeplyinteresting to Scoteh-
men, and when handled by such a mas-
ter of litexary art, could not fail to hiva
its own effect. Dv. Rainy, of the Free
Church College, was asked to review the
lenrned Dean’s interpretation of Scot-
tish Church History, which he did be-
fore crowded meetings in the Music
Hall, in three lectures of great power
and beauty. If Dean Stanley has sue-
ceeded in strengthening the hands of
those in Scotland whose views agreo
with his own, we still may thank him
for having called forth go able an apolo-
gy for our own Presbyterianism as Dr.
Rainy has given. 'We understand that
the lectures are to appear in pamphlet
form, and we may oxpress the hope that
one of our Canadian publishers will fa-
vour us with an edition of our own. The
power of ergument is great; but the
felicitousnessof expression, and the cour-
tecous and even pleasant menner in
which severe but merited castigation is
meted out to the intruder on Scottish
history, is even more remarkable. In
these lectures wo have & much needed
vindication of our demoeratic form of
church government, and our religious
peculiarities. No greater evidenco
of the success of Dr. Rainy can
be given, than that the Edinburgh
Scotsman has found it necessary to re-
gort to virulent abuse and personalities,
and to the old attempt of decrying evan-
gelical religion as intolerant bigotry.
‘We cannot give extrrets now, but must
rest satisfied with stating the general
drift of these lectures.

Dr. Stanley tells us plainly that heis
an Erastian of tho Erastians; and true
to this spirit, interprets Scottish Church
history from his own point of view. He
tells us that for the first three hundred
years there were no bishops in Scotland,
and that the fact-that the ovangelizers
of the country were not bishops, had, to
a cerlain degreo prepared the way for
the revolution of episcopacy, as it pro-.
duced some features of religious charac-
ter prevailng to-day. He. then spenks
of & second period, from Queen Marga-
ret to the Reformation, during which
the Anglo-Norman hierarchy bad  place
in Scotland, and when thero was an ar-
rangement. which, but for politivai difi-
culties, might have allowed pres":ytery
and prelacy to exist side by sidé-m the
same church, .thus showing how
¢ superficial, after all, were the divi-
sions which separated them.” The

Ahird period is that in which Presbyter-
ianism was in the ascendant, and Epis-.
-copacy was proscribed and-persecuted.-
_This state of things-is attributed chiefly
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o had l 1o n potrivtio fannticisnr- nhich repellud ‘ t

ovoryihing Jsoglisly, snd which now is
giving way—as good foeling ond inter-
couras botween the {wo countries pro-
veil 3 and hera the Dern tells us of the
mission of Episcopaey in Sootlaud : not
to subvort, but to helpithe State Church
to ¢ koep alive o sonso of BEnglish tole-
ration, Boglish art, snd English litera-
ture.”

Tho Dean proceeds to givo the chox-
notoristic fractions of Beottish Presby-
terianism, specifying, 1. Its negative
chavacter  Tho dying testimonies, the
living oreed of tLis purest of Presbyterian
churches, were all couched 1n a wny-
formly antagonstic form.” 2. Its clain
of spiritual authority¢ which was in faot
tomporal power concedid on o very large
scale to abody which beoame, asit were,
the second parlianent of Scotland ; the
the distorted ropresentation of a noble
truth, namely, the indefeasible superi-
ority or moral over material force, of
conscience over power of right against
might. 8. The littleness aud minute-
ness of the points on which its religious
divisions had taken placo. The martyr
spirit is praised only as the pure and
heavenly rapture of misinken men about
trifles. The Dean goes on to doseribe
moderatism in terms highly corplimen.
tary s the result of increasing culture,
in the light of which more (ribunal
sentiments proscribed, and olaims for it
all that is good in the Iast two hundred
years of Scottish history. While David
Huime and Robert Burns are referred to
as instances of Christian light and lib-
cral sontiment. We have thus fully
noticed the drift of the Dean’s lectures
that we may show clearly tho bearing of
the reply. Dr. Rainy most significantly
says that the visit of the Dean to Scot-
lund is intended to have its effect of the
fture.  The Scottish vote had for some
years been very powerful in parlinment,
and perhapsif the English establishment
should be put on its trinl that vote
would agin be of use in offense and de-
fense, henco the strong destre to direct
Scottish sentiment so as to save a
national church. He charges the Dean
with not understanding the history of
Scotland, as fromhismental diosyncrasy,
while nothing picturesque in the physical
or moral would escape his eye, he lacks
the sympathitic appreciation of the
decper and the stronger currents of-re-
ligious life and doctrinal controversy.
Hence ho makes little of the moral and
religious principles which to Scotland
arc so dear. He corrects the misre-
presentations as to the loving accord
between Presbytery and Prelacy, and
showsthat the overthrow of the latter was
the necessary result of its constant and
ingidious effort to destroy the former;
and, further, states that Ipiscopacy is
fated to bring other thingsin its train
which logically end in Popery, so thatin
order to avoid that end Bpiscoprey had
to be abolished. Dr. Rainy draws a
most striking contrast between Presby-
terianism in its organised life, bold and
fearless liberty, and avowed dependence:
-on its Living Head ; and Episcopacy as
forced upon Scotland, withaits expulsion
of good men and favouring of the lax
and unscrupwluus and its persistent
deception, manceuvering and falschood.
Referring to minor points which we
omit, Dz. Rainy shows how, among all
the subdivisions of Presbyterienism, the
Catholic unity of the Church was never
lost sight of, nor was the narrowest and
straitest Sect so bigotted ss to make a
point of Church government a condition
of salvation, which, quoting from
Episcopal authorities, he shows has
been done by those who assert that
< gchismatics are separated from the
communion of the Inwisible Bishop,
and so from the whole Catholic
Church in heaven and in earth.,” The
independence of the Church and its
supremacy in its own sphere are ably
stated, as it is a soziety established for
sprritual ends by Jesus Christ, and not,
by earthly powers; in sight of which
principle alone the instructings of ihe
Church can be understood. The charge
of negativeness 1s next met, by showing
how positive Presbyterian theology is,
its only negaiion being ‘¢ nature is not
grace; nor grace nature.” Much.space
1is occupied by the discussion of meder-
atism, in its rise, through. the preset,
< unspiritual men within -the Church,
and its growth by.the advancing sprit
and intelligence of the eightéenth cen-
tury, when gradually m-a were tempted
to séek to adapt-the Church to the sep-.

‘timents and wishes of the -nation, and’
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‘fanoiiingsswhon these wore conirury o
those sentiments, Ivangelical vehigion
i aleo clearly sot forth in its principlos as
first taking the word of God as its guide,
and builditg up & Church on the great
spiritual venlitics therein rovealed, even
whon those run cownter to the opinions
of indivituals and nations. Hoence its
undying antagonism fo moderatism,

We hnwo said cnough, perhaps, to
direct ths nttoution of cur renders to
theso lecturcs of Dr. Bainy's. No.one
will peruse them without profit, and
that not wholly in n coniroveraial point
of view, but quite as much from tho fine
reverent and earnest sprit that breathoes
in every part, showing a heart fully
alive to the all important interests in-
volved.

PRESBYTERIAN SNOBBISM.

——-e

Some may think that the hoading of
this article 18 o msnomer, or & speci-
men that logicinns enll o contradiction
in terms.  Proshyterians, it will be said,
may become bigots, enthusiasts, or fa-
-naties, but surely never can comno oul
as snobs, Yet 1t will be found that
what the public now more expressively
than pohtoly ealls snobbisw is not by
and means unknown among a certain
class of Presbyterians on both sides of
the Tweed. Snobbism is the result of
some qualitics of human nature which
in poculiar circunstances come too pow-
erfully into play. It is a moral pheno-
menon met with in all countries and
among all classes of people. Even the
gravity andself assertion of the Scottish
chaxncter, and the presumed sternessof
Presbyterianism, canuot prevent its de-
velopment or stop its progress in certain
quarters, Henco you will find the snob
not only in all kinds of society, but also
wearesorry tosay, inall sorts of churches.
In Scotlank, of late,a considerable num-
ber of lairds and others who belong, or
wish to belong, to the *country gentry”
have deserted the Presbyterian Church
of their fathers and become Ipiscopa--
lians. They know little or nothing of
the abstract merits of Presbytery or
Episcopaey, and can give no logical or
theological reasons for the steps they
have taken; only in their cyes Kpisco-
pacy is the genteelthing, and a passport
mto genteel society, while the Presby-
tery, besidesbeing ¢ vlugar,” oftenplies
them by its ministers with truths more
plain than pleasant. ‘Their conduet we
grieve to say, is just & sort of religious
snobbism. They belong to the fashion-
ables, the self-seckers, or the: tuft-hunt-
ers of society, and cen add nothing to
the religious life or energy of the Church
to which they attach themselves.

But if there are snobs that leave the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, there
are snobs in that Church who ramain
behind. You will ind in the Northern
Lstablishment at present, = consider-
able number of young ministers who in
dress, language, and manners ape the
fashionable Iinglish curate,jwho are well
up in the slang of Oxford, who are half
ashamed of Presbyterinnism, and are
as formal and Hturgical in their services
as they can venture to be. They ap.
-pear to be a seb of shallow-brained snobs
unworthy of their Chureh and country.
Thoy have nothing of Knox or Chalmers
in their composition, but much of Lee
and his successor Wallace, This last
Scottish ¢‘reformer,” who ministers in
that Church of the martyrs, the Grey-
friars, [Edingburgh, is as to preaciiing
and ritual a thousand miles away from
the Presbyterianism which he is bound
to uphold. He and his congregation,
consisting, it seems, largely of half-
educated youngmen, who are profoundly
unconscious of their own ignorance and
conceit, imitate Episcopacy with all their
wight, and claim to be in advance of
their age, or leaders of modern refine-
ment in the Presbyterion Church. Plain
people have begun to call them » set of
snobs, the minister, of course, being
the greatest offender of all. Such a
strong term is not applied unadvisedly.
It should always Le understood that
Presbytery is Presbytery, and Episco-
pacy 1s Iipiscopacy; and that n Presby-
ferian minister is bound 1 common
honesty and ordinary self-respect to be
sstrue to his Church as an Episcopal
clergyman is to his. But when we see
a minister who has formally accopted
the worship and government of a Pres-
bytertan Church 1ntroducing hiturgical
forms, cntertaing his people with in-
stumental oratorio music, and in many
other ways coquetting with a certain
kind of fashionable Arglicanism, we
can- feal no respect for him whatever,
but must set him down as a snob of the
first water. Like tho frog in thefable
who imitated the ox, ho bursts at last,
.and meets with moreridioule than com-
passion.
" But thehuman frailty of which we speak
‘i comnion amony, Sdottish Presbyterians
wettléd in England. Most of our réad-
ers know of many individual Presbyter-
‘ians and Présbyterian families who, on
‘coming to the Bouth, have coolly gone
over to the Episcopalians. "Wore it the

;conviction tliat carried these South

‘result of exarnination or the force of

Confotmists away from the faith of their:

o wrest tho ‘Word of God.or Jgnore its ; futliors, thoy mighttbo oubitled 1o ro-

¥

‘Churches. Let the spirit and the very

-oxhibitions of worldliness and gayety,
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apoch-atloast Noi theid hwodddvy, iuub
or any gront olearness of intelloctual
igion, But when it i8 toe ovidont that
aoy hinvo been inspired by » love of fa-
hion or gentecl-ity, the sama oharitable
considerafion ean Lardly bo oxtended
them, and they may bo fairly said to
Iwvo smrned o name which is usually
-expreseive of contempt, Thero are also
many Prosbyterians who, on sojowrning
fur a seuson in England, habitually go
to an Episcopal placo of worship, A
Presbytorian Church may bo at hand,
with its ministor and mombers strng-
gling manfully to wphold their prinei.
Elau and do good in thoir neighborhood;

ut-theso Presbytorian visitors Xipisco-
“pise for the time, and go off with their
English friends to o fashionable Episco-
pal church or chapel. Thisto say the
least, is shabby conduct, and shows a
wunt of the firm principle which should
be the same both in Scotland and Eng.
land, Scotch Presbyterians are well
entitled to glory in their Presbyterian-
ism, und should earry it eourteously but
firmly into any place and any sociely.
It is a noble heritago which is commit-
tod to them, and it is a pity, or rather
o shamo, that they should ever net as if
it were of little value, and might-be part-
ed with for a spoonful of flattory ora
mess of pottage.

Among profossed Presbyterians in
England there aro also occasional indi-
cations of a spirtt which we eannot ad-
mire. It may be right for Presbytorian
ministers and sessions to go a certain
length in accommodating the “services
of the sanctuary to English tastes and
usages ; but Presbyterian principles and
manliness alike revolt against anything
like an over-imitation of the forms of
Episcopal worship. ‘The simplicity of
Presbytorian worship, when conjoined,
as it.ever should be, with good taste and
spirituality, is not entirely spiritual, but
strongly attracts minds of tho highost
order, and often affcets tho heart more
powerfully than any number cven
of imposing or decent forms. Leb
Seoteh Presbyterians in England, guard
againgt that deference to English tastes
which is too often but a deforence to
English prejudices. Weo must have no
more fashion or genteel-ity, or anything
like Episcopising in our Presbyterian

namo of snobbism be banished frona all
our congregations. Let us first be
Christians, and then dare to be Presby-
terians.— Weekly-Review, { London.)

ACTS THAT TELL.

. Aro you o Christian ? If so, improve
every favourable opportunity to recom-
mend the relipion of Jesus to those with
whom you associate. Arc you doing
this ? How long have you lived by that ¥
unconverted neighbour without speaking
to him about his soul? A whole year,
perhaps five! If he should die sud-
denly, and in his sins, how would you
feel when you come to stand at his coffin-
side? A word from you at oae of the
thousand opportunities you have had
might have saved him. One invitation
might have brought him to the Saviour,
but alas ! you never gave it.

How often have you passed by that
group of idlo boys without noticing
them? Stop and speak to them. In-
vite them to the Sunday school: Take
them by the hand and lead them there.
Angels will rejoico at the sight. Speak
a kind word to that sorrowing brother
when you meet him; kind words can
nover die. Cast a smile upon that
weary wanderer. It may keep his heart
from breaking, Scatter siniles as you
go, awect-amiles; they are brighter than
sunshine.

It is the small things that go to make
s areat and grand life. The pious Dr.
Benar says, * Did a pious life consist of
one or two holy decds—some signal
specimens of noble doing, cnduring or
suffering—we might account for the
failare, or reckon 1t small dishoncur to
furn back in such a conflict. But a
holy life is -made up of small things of
the hour, and not tho great things of
the age. Tho avoidance of little evils,
little incousistencies, little weaknesses,
little follies, little indiscretions, little
indulgencies of self, httle acts of indol-
ence, or indecision,.or slovenliness, or
cowardice, little equivucations, or aber-
rations from high integrity, little bits of
of covetousness and penuriousness, little

litile indifferences to the feelings and
wishes of others, littlo outbreaks of tem-
per, solfishness, or vanity. The avoid-
ance of such tlangs as these goes far to
make up at least the negative boauty of |
a holy-life.

« And then attention to the little
duties of the day and hour, m public
transactions or private dealings, or fam-
ily arfangements ; to little words, and
Jooks, axd tones ; little self-denials, and
solf-restraints, and self-forgetfulnéss ;
little plans of kindness, and thoughtful
considerations for others—there are the .:
active dévelopments of n holy and: use- :
tul life, the divine mosides ‘of whioch ié '
‘is composed:

«“And he who will acknowledgs no .
life great, snve that which is made up
of ‘great things, will -find littld in any
‘Bible characters to. admire or ¢opy."—

Rev. J..Lu. Harvis.



