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ar - over thirty of those at the Camp Presbyterians, about ne-third of whom

ai j married and hav. their wives and children with them. I have been speak-

ing with a few of theimn to day who purpose (D.V.) remaining in the country

when their present term of service expires, and beconing permanent residents

of the place They are a fine, steady, respectable, and very intelligent body

f Therc are about 180 in ail at the Camp.
on ihe day of my arrivai the Rev. Mr. White, Wesleyan Methodist, called

upon ne, welcomed me to New Westminster, and invited me to preach for him

on the Sabbath as lie was to bc absent in Victoria. lie also -ery kindly gave

me liberty to niake any annoincement I pleased relating to my own business,

and aiso the use of the church during the week for any meetings i miiit wisl

to have with ic Presbyterians of tUe place. Printed notices were accordingly

put up througi the city on Saturday announcing that the missionary to Brit-

ish Columbia froma the Canada Presbyterian Church, would preach in the

Wesleyan Church at il A. x. and 7 1,. Iu.
I did so to large and very attentive congregations-about 120 each time. At

the conclusion of the services I called a meeting of the Presbyterians which

took place tiiero on Tuesday evening, the 18th instant, when we had about

forty-five present, though the night was rather unfavourable, and the arrivai

of a steamer at the timne prevented some. I then made a short statement,

giving an account of the action of our Synod at its last meeting with regard

to this mission, the action of the Conmmittee subsequently, my object in com-

ing anongst theun, and my intention to give them constant " supply" for the

present, and in due tinie to organize thein into a congregation. To this state-

ment they very heartily responded, and appointed a cominuttee to procure a

teinporary place for public worship on Sabbati first and subsequent Sabbatis,

and nake the necessary arrangements ; and likewise another la ge conmittee

fo raise funds for clearing and fencing one of the sites- the erection of a manse

in the first place (as a suitable dwelling bouse cannot be obtained)-and a

churci arterwards. Since the nieeting the committee have obtained the use of

the Court-house, wh'ichi is convenient and suitable. Yesterday we heldi our

first meetings there--present twenty-two of the military, over thirty civilians,

and one female, in the forenoon ; about fifty in all in the evening, two of whon

were nilitary and no female.
At the meeting on Tuesday night there was a most earnest and liberal spirit

manifested. Indeed there was a literal following of the exainple of those

spoken of in Isaial xli. 6, 7, "TIhey ielped every one his neighbour; and

every one said to his Brother, Be of good courage. So the carpenter encou-

ragedl the gold snith, and he that smoothed with the hammer him that snote

the anvil."
Such, my dear Brother, is the commencement of our good work in British

Columbia-a inuch better and more encouraging commencement than I had

anticipated from our long delay in occupying the field. Broughit face to face

with the work, and looking around upon the difficulties to be met with, anI

trusted, tried, and experienced friends to whom I have been in the labit of

resorting for advice and assistance, far, far distant. I night well shrink from

the undertaking, especially in view of its responsibility, did I not feel per-

saaded that myself and famîily and field for labour are the subjects of many

fervent prayers-and as fully persuaded that it is not by "uniglt nor by

power, but ny Spirit, saith the Lord of losts," that the glorifying of Dis

name and the salvation of souls depend ; and farther, that the promise of the

God of Jacob, "the seed of Abrahai, my friend," is sure to ail his seed-

" Fear thou not ; for i am with thee; be not dismayed ; for I am thy God; I

will strengtien thee; yea, I will uphold thee by the right hand of my right-

cousness. Fear not thon wori Jacob, and ye nen of Israel; I will belp

thee, saithl the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the IIoly One of Israel."

Tie population of this place is eleven hiuindred (exclusive of the Royal

Engineers and a large number of Indians aIl round the place), and likely Io


