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Out of the. vast subjeet of tlîe pathiology of general
paralysis I propose to bring before your notice
a few of the points tliat are of miost general in-
terest to thle clinician, anid that aid Iii both, iii clani-
fying his conception of the disease and in inaking an
early and exact diagniosis of it. Fromn the point of vie;v
of patlîology the disease is in several respects one of pe-
culiar interest, to the psychiatrist, to the practitioner and
to the State. 0f ail miental diseases it is at the saine
time the niost prevenitable and the least curable. Its
occurrence could if thoughit desirable be avoided either
by thec individual or by the State. On the other hand,
having -once occurred it is absolutely refractory to treat-
nient and leads to a fatal issue nmore rapidly and surely
tlian alm-ost any other forni of insanitv. Tlhis latter
fact rendcers the early diagniosis of it a matter of lîigh
inmportance not only for the reputation of the plîysician
iii attendance, but also for the ivelfare of tlîe patient's
relatives and friends. Again, thiere are fewv lervous
diseases and no mental diseases the pathology of which.
is better understood tlîan tlîat of general paralysis. The
very fact that it has a specifie anatomicai substratunm is,
in itself, of great theoretic interest, and lends a striking
and unfortunate support to the erroneous clogma tlîat
insanity is always due to disease of the brain. Tlhis
dogma happeîîs to be true in the particular affection of
general paralysis, but in my opinion it would be m-ost
mnisleading, to generalise it by applying it to ail other
fornîs of miental disorder. The existenîce of an. ana-
tomical substratum is important in twvo other respects.
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