
334 THE CANADA LANCET.

least go per cent. of all cases treated." By a refer- 1THE THERAPEUTICVALUE OF CRUlON-CHLURAL.
ence to his first article on the subject, published -In a very interesting paper read before the Ulster
in The Lancet of Aug. 21st, 1875, it appears that, Medical Society, Dr. Riddell .Dub/in 3fedical -,
during several trips across the Pacific, Mr. Clap- na/, April 1879) reports his experience of the great
ham treated altogether 124 cases. In 121 of these therapeutical value of croton (butyl) chloral. lie
lie tells, success was evident and complete. The mentions first a case of severe paroxysmal head-
drug was administered by inhalation, three drops ache ineffectually treated for many years by all the
of the nitrite being poured on a handkerchief held great guns of the Pharnacoplia, but cured by fn% e
close to the nose of the patient, the inhalation grains of butyl-chloral twice daily and ten grains
being conducted rapidly. A caution is added, to taken at night dissolved in spirits of wine and gly -
the effect that not more than three drops should cerine, with a little acid and syrup of orange to
be used in the absence of medical advice. In July, cover the flavour. The patient continues the fie-
1878, we published an article on the same subject grain doses at night, and nov enjoys better health
by Dr. J. Rudd Leeson, who was successful in than she has done for years. Since that case, Dr.
about three-fourths of the cases treated, the re- Riddell says lie lias used it largely-soetimes
maining fourth complaining of a feeling of sickness, failing, sonetimes relieving-till, by keeping an ac.
but without vomiting. One or two cases did nat count o ail lus cases, it began to be clear whiuh
iniprove in any way. Dr. Leeson thinks that thrce were most benefited by the drug. Since then, the
drops for wonen and five for men is the minimum number of cases relieved (some lerniancntly) las
dose, but that caution is required. Mr. Claphan increased. Tiese cases are: lîcadaches in fenaies
says it is not a dangerous drug, except of course arising fron mental distress; tiose cases of huad-
in cases where the arterial system is more or less ache frequent at the menopause-in fact, ah thuse
rigid froin osseous deposits. In August last Mr. called neuralgic, except a fev arising fron interi
Clapham and Dr. R. Leeson each contributed a misehief, are beneflted, and in many instances
letter to our columns, in which the former quotes 1 cured. In that distressing species of neuralgia
sone favorable experiences of Dr. Crichton called tic douloureux, he lias found il in mJny cases
Browne in crossing to Sweden, and Dr. Leeson acting like a charm. O course, he does not include
gives a very empathic proof of the comparative any arising from cranial or intercranial causes. le
harmlessness of that drug, for the particulars of lias tried it ii neuralgia of the ovaries, but no good
uvhich w'e nîust refer our readers to TiiE LA.NCETý resulted. In inisonînia, it is not so reliabie as the
of August ioti, 1878. On the 3rd inst. Mr. ,hydrate ; but in some cases, ilare the loss of, or
Dingie, surgeon ta the Peninsular and Oriental inability to, sleep is accmpanieci by a weak or
Company's ship ilfirzapo, gives a favorable ac- fatty heart, it is ta be preferred, as il as no wcak-
count of the remedy, saying that in one day lie ening effe t on tef central orga i of the circulation.
administered it in at least a dozen cases, and in al In one case Th deliriun tre:ens, where te circu-
the effect was nîarkedlv successï, thotgl iii some la iion was very feeble, tre consbination of croton-
instances it vas necessary to repeat the dose, whicl chlorai ith digitalis lad a ounderful effet, and it
lie lipited ta three drops. But one of Dr. Dingie's seemed as if te drts could be given together in
patients lias written to us, and says that, according much smaller doses ta produce ie san restlts
to ls observations on the occasion referred to, the than singly. l this, he aused it frmin ten ta
drug ouglît ta be administered witi ver), great thirty grains every three hours, with drac m and
caution, and alwvays zinder izedîcaa supervision. two-draciin doses o the infusion of digitalis. In
Later, as ur readers ti have observed, AnCe or pain arising frinm caries of teeth, lie has ound it
more favorable reports have appeared in these useless in niost cases, and in ail inferior ta Richard-
coluns. Under such circurstances, and witli sons " tinetura gelsenîini "- but in one case, of a
such an accumulation of evidence, we consider it 1nervaus young -lady,, by giving lier two ten-grain
right, as Mr. Capham suggests, ta draw t e a ten- doses, he as able ta extract a tooth next to Pain-
tion of thase weo often sygo down to the sea in lessly, ta er great satisfaction. l these cases, it
ships"ta the re edy. And we shouid recanmend is in affections oi those parts supplied by te fift
ship surgeons ta take Mr. Ciaphanî's standard-as 1pair of nerves tîat it is of nast use ; but, ta be of
a rule, ta limit the dose ta tlree drops, and nat ta service, the drug nust be given in far larger doses
take it unless under medical advice. e also re- thar prescribed in the Rliarnacopoia for aduits,
conimends that the patient, when under treatment, five grains three or four ties daily, gradually i-
should be in bed, because a good sleep is generally creasing if required, if stimulants be anted, dis-
the first resut, from onhich the person awakes want solve it in rectifled spirit; if fot, dissolve it in gly-
ing to eat. It is usually better ta allow one fit of cerine. ry ail cases complicated with hgireoraltids
vomiting ta occur before the treatment is cod -, give glycerine. If anmia exist, combine it wt
nenced, ao ensure the bona fide character f the iran, or wseat he believes better, arsenics; teen
seizure." Some, hoever, do not vomît at al, but gradually lesen te chlorai. In a-l cases, lie lias
are very il, and with these he considers the nitrite foud it better ta give it in solution than in povd
ta be equally staccessful.-Lapm sdct.


