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the cluse of the month of April; durirg the Iatter part of this mouth,
however, he improved consilerably. and when he lett Portsooutts Hospi-
tal, in May, several of the sinnses had heaed, and he had par ially
recovered the power of motion in the limb, which previvusly'he vould
not move by his own effort ; his general health also was mu. h better,
The foreguing ease is therefore important from two cireumstinees,
In the fii=t place, as shewing how far we can extend the practic? of con-
servative Surgery in wounds of the jo.nt when we have a voung and
healihy subject to dedd with, and in whom neither a Serofudous nor
a Syphilitic taint existe; cither of which wounld watervially influence the
cots¢ 10 be pusued on the performance or not of an operation.  But
the sceond and mure import:at point remains to be cons de el
We have had a mo-t favon-able subject to deal with, and yet for a
Tenathened jeriod, extending over a space of seven months, no attelpt
at reprra jon whatever was set up 5 whilst the in-essant diseharge of a
large quantity of pus. combined with the constant irritation neces arily
present, and the confiiement to bel, from which, on account of the state
of the finb, the mm could not £ alo g time be remove], bore down
the constitution ; which ha lit ot been originally good, must have given
way. and necessitated the removal of the limb, for the purp se of saving
his life.  Nine months after the original receipt of the injury, when the
man was removed fiom mv charge, reunjon had only commenced, and a
long peri- d mmst still have to elapse before a permanen® recovery, with
a partially disubled irab, could take place. (Mr. Guthrie, in his comuen-
taries on Surgery, has mentioned a case of gnnshot injury to the head
of the humerus, in whivh, years after the re-cipt of the iujury, disease of
the head of the bone s1ifl existed.)  The question then for consi lerstion
is: wouldit uot have been much more preferable in the beginning to have
excised the fiactured portion of brme? the patient, under the influaence
of Cliloroform, could rot have felt the kuife, and the operation is not in
itse f dangerous to life ; neither would the ultimate mutilation have been
grater than ensued {rom the attempt to preserve the limb entire, thus
removing the great objertions to all operations.  The answer to the
question is thercfore obvious. Had excision been performed, the man,
in all likelihood, in three or four months, would have been free from
pain and suffering, and with an equally, if not a more usefel limb, than
is likely to result from the course pursned.  The constant forration ‘aud
presence of sinuses, which in a wound of the joint we cannot avoid, are
in themselves most likely to bring about Caries in sound portions of
the bone; so that we have thus a constant reproduction of disease being
set up, and only to be removed by the removal of the entire part.
Should such a case again, then, come under my notice, T would not leave



