
WOOtN.-INJURPJES TO TEE EXTREMITIES.

Ihe close of the montlh of April; durirg the latter part of this iouth,
h.,wever, he imnproved vousiderahly. and whîen le left Portsm'uth Uospi-
tal, li 7May, sevelal of the sinuses had healed, uad lie had par ially
recovered the p-wer of motion in the limb, which previously-he ould
not mîove by hi own efr ; hii gecial health also was mun h botter.

The foregoing ca'e is therefore important froi two circumst-mee.
ln the iî't place, as sIeuing lov flr NWe vaui ereial the practie of en-
servative Surgry in wounds of the jo.nt Ihen we have a young and
he:ldhv snlject to de ld with, and in whoim n2either a ScroItlqus nor
a Syphilitic tain exist, ; either of which would1t materially influcnce the
comme to be pu sued on the perfornance or n->t of an operatioln. But
the scond and monre impiortanît point remarins to le cons de ed.
Wc have had a n1e-t fav ua'le subject to dea withl, aid yet for a
lnu lhened period. extenlinlg over a oafe of seven monthls, no attempt

at repara ion viaever wis set up ; whilst the in:essant disciarg of a
large quantity of Ius. ominlel wvith the con-tant irritation neces ari
present, and the confi.ienet to be,, froi whicb, ou account of the state
of the lnlm, the mi could not f r a le -g time be reiouvel, bore dowi
the contuin; whislh ha 1 it not bein origiually good, must have given
way, and neessitated the remjoval of the limulb, for the purp se of savlng
his life. Ni ne iois after the original receipt of the injurV, whenl the
nian was remîoved f oui iy charge, reunion lad only cmmenced, andi a
long peri, d nomst still have to ehIaî' before a peranen' recovery, with

a partmIly disabld imb, eould take place. (Mr. Guthrie, in his couimnen-

taries on Surgery, has mentioned a case of guùshot injury to tie head
of the humerus, in vlih, years after the re-eipt of the iîjury, disease of

the head of he b nlie sill existed.) The iqetion then for t nusi !eration
is: wou'd it not have been nuch more preferable in Ihe beginniig to have

reised the finetiurd portion of b-ne? the patient, unider the induence
of C'loroforn, could not have fet the knife, and theperation is not in
itse f dangerous to life ; neither would the ultiniate mutilation have been

gri ater i han ensued froi the attenipt to preserve the limb entire, thus
removing the great obje-tions to all operations. The answer to the

question is therefore obvions. Had excision icen perforiedl, the man,
in ail likelihood, in three or four mnonths, would have been free froin

pain and suffering, and with an equally, ifnot a more useful limb, thlian
is likely to resuiLt frm the course pursued. The constant fornion'and

presenee of sinuses, whicl ii a wound of the joint we cannot avoid, are
li thensoves most likely to bring about Caries in sound portimns of
the bone; so that we have thus a constant reproduction of disease being
set up, and only to be removed by the reioval of the entire part.
Should such a case again, tien, coie under uny notice, I wouild not leave
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