- . -

RG]

e

Ic{iopatllic Ppeumothorax. -~ - . .o L o

s

n@a had not mcreused his colour appeared
aoxnewhat m re nalural ; pulse &4, and of good volume,
he moaned much in his sleep, and was (requently bathed
in cold persprranons ; very mﬂmg cough, and no expec-

torzmon. ~The stethoscope mdrcatrons much the same.

He passed a bad night lns ‘countenance lool.ed more
dlstressed, pulse 130, moans a good deal, yet says he
feels easier. Has been mostly Iyma- on lzzs 1qft side
stnce yesterday - ‘

He dred dunng the followmg mgbt. =

The autopsy was perl’ormed in presence of Dr.

. Campbell by Dr. Long, with great care. The figure
. of, the cheel was natural 3 there was, no l)ulgmg out of
the, rrbs, or mtercostal spaces. (((((
mto the smallest possrble sxze, l_',mg along the spine: it

appeared about the size of the closed hand, and did not

_contain ‘any- air. - There was. no ﬂmd -nor. any. other
visible contents in the cavrty nor did ¢ any airissue from

it perceptrble fo.the ‘senses.. The left lung did not col-

. Iapse, as usual, it appeared mottled, and of a bright red
colour, It adhered, by a considerable extent of surface,

to.the pleura coetahs, in consequence of a recent ell'u-
sion’, of | l)mph( wlnch was easlly broken ‘down.” Tts

_aubslance appeared som ‘enworged w:th bnght
) blood _two ounces of serum were found in this Cavntv
B The lungs and bronchx were removed with great care,
4and mﬂated b) means of a blowprpe ;. they both filled
. well; and, although tlney W ere 'rendered emphysematouc,
not the.. slightest. trace of rent’ could be drscoveled or

:means by which air could have escaped into the pleuraj
' cavrty The rrglrt tung was in’ a perfect state of hea]th,
withi the éxception of a few granular bod:es on its sub-

‘stanc‘e " “The" heart was.’ healthy, and “in*’situ. “The
liver health), was“p
‘ cuvxty zeveral” inches below its normal.’ snuauon. The
ing of the njured arm were etammed mmutely, and

’ be:ng srmultaneously mvdved—-the noht bemg rendered
»wholly uéelcss by the pressure of the an- in- that pleural
cawtv; wlnle tl'-e l’uncuon of the left: was senouqlv mler-
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‘| subjects are still in obscurity.-

rossed” down mto the" ‘abdominal]

s It 1s somewhat remalkable, that tcwards the termina- :

the side . by which :the :function ; Lwas; prmcnpallv per

rupted in’ consequence of* its congested state, and. the
adhesions it had formed with the costal pleura. . Pneumo-
thorax as an idiopathic affection, independent of any
lesion of the pleura, or of the decomposmon of effusad

, ﬂmds into the chest, or of transudatron, post mortem, is

an extremely rare affection, and .by some deemed very
problemahcal il not denied. On the present occasion;
its existence for several days before death, and Jits inde-

| pendence off any of the before-mentioned causes, is yn.

quesuonable. Collectlons of air have occasxonally been
met with in. the cavrly of the pentoneu]m (tympanms
abdommalls), wlnclx in the mu_;onty of mstances, were‘
traceable to perforalron of the intestine. ) On some rare

occasions, however, no manifest cause could be assigned,

1and a few authors have ventured the opinion, that serous

membranes are capable. of secreting gas, like the bladder’
of tlre fish ; and this view we readily adopted, on the

present occasmn, as the only probable e\pl'mauon of

this rare . all’ectnon. In like manner, we must e\plam,
the  gaseous formation which takes- p‘ace in the uterus,
and bladder. We know that enormous. quantmes of gas

are occasxonally rapully generated in“the - intestines in

cases of l"'sterra !cver, perltonm and some other afl‘ec- ,
trons, w}nch wc cannot attnl:ute to fermentatlon, and‘
we even see these to. be as l‘apldl) absorbed or removed

without passing by ‘the. more . obvious omlets, but these
A question here suggests'.
itself—Did the two ° ver5 dissimilar exnalauons from’the
pleura’ orwmate in one and the sime cause? and are
tbey not both referrible to 2 low inflammatory condmon
of this membrane?  If so, we can’ understand the more}ﬁ
frequenl complication of pneumothora‘{ and’ empyema to.
depend both on' 4 vital action, and not, as is! generall)
supposed the former to be the consequence ol' decompo-
smon ol' the efl”used ﬂuxd. ' o '

txon of the case, the patnent lay on the lc;ft srde, tlrereb
mcreasmg the xmpedrment to resprratlon, bg, pressmg

formed Nor can we explam the crrcumstance by sup

: pomng tlrat, by conﬁnmu tlxe acuon ol‘ the srde, he li

thereby avorded .pain, as_he never nppeared to suﬂ'er f
‘any.. Thescase was, throughom, obscure, as itis: also,
extremely rare occurrence. : : :




