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western hemisphere, that the American surgeon arrives, in
his own way and with marvellous celerity, at the chief points
in a ease—at its gist, its -essence so to speak—by a process
which may not be strictly logical, but which is rather of the -
nature of an intuitive intellectual judgment or perception. He
seems to recognize truth, or something he takes to be truth,
without the necessity of any elaborate process of ratiocination.
This marked quality in the American mind renders him prone
1o eclecticism, not alone in medicine and snrgery, but in phil-
osophy, and even sometimes in matters of theology.

Though the principles of our art are independent of nation-
ality; there are conditions peculiar to the different parts of the
earth’s surface which must be taken inio acccunt by surgeons
and which to a greater or less degree modify practice. The
relatively greater freedom from death which Valentine Mott,
more thap half a century ago, claimed for surgical operations
performed in New York and Philadelphia, I claim, and more
advisedly claim, for operations performed in the larger cities
of Canada, The mﬂammauons which sometimes follow surgical
procedures with us are indeed accentuated, and are marl\ed by
much elevation of temperature; but the charucter of those in-
flammatory processes is of a simple sthenic type, and not of
that irritable form which so often perplexes hospital surgeons
in the larger centres of Europe.

The climate of Canada has much to do with this. In many
parts of Great Britain mortality, from all causes, increases with
the decrease of temperature; with us the reverse is the case,
Our winter season, with the temperature of St. Petersburg, is
the healthiest; spring and autumn come next in salubrity;
while the largest mortality is in July and August, when the
temperature is that of the same months in Paris. At certain
seasons the atmosphere is so dry that the meat of the buffalo
and the red deer, when cut into strips and dried in the open
air, may be reduced to powder, forming the pemmican which
often ulone sustains the aborigine ir his wanderings. When
you add to this condition of climate the simple frugal habits
of the people—well fed, well clothed, well housed—living in a
land where, as in Longfellow's Acadie, * the richest are poor,
and the poorest live in abundance,” you have a sturdy, ener-
getic race displaying much power of resiliency when their’
injuries deimand the intervention of the surgeon.



