
GARDNER-THE EARLY BISTORY OF SYPHILIS.

cm plor; and if the conditions of society are such that the struggle
for existence obliges nany women to dispose of the use of their bodies
to any purchaser, -then let the buyer beware?

Is there no obligation that society should protecli him, and is there
no ovidence that the injury he does or may do to innocent peions
should demand legislative action looking toward securing such pro-
tection ?

The niost comprehensive legislation may not suppress all syphilis
even as laws against theft do not stop all thieving, but it may do much
to control it.

Many have recognized the onc-,sided feature of dealing with the
woincn alone, and would have the matron examine all men entering
a house ot prostitution, while others advocate that all patrons of these
bouses should be supplied with cards certifying to their sanitary con-
dition, to be presented to the wonan when they examine the last in-
spection date on ber card.

One ian suffering from this disease aptly expreesed the unscrupulous
opinion of many so afflicted wben le said "I will pay theni back, it is
their business to chance and risk pox, as it is tie soldier's to risk
bullets."

Such legislation woud undoubtedly increase clandestine venery and
so defeat its own object.

The difficulties of the problein can be inagined from the statenent
that typhoid fever and tuberculosis can be and may be more easily pre-
vented than syphilis, dependent as the latter ifs upon so many as well
as such uncontroihable factors, some of which include the human char-
aeteristics of the want or firailty of the woinan, the viciousness of .the
mian.

St. Augustine bas said that if prostitution werei suppressed, society
would be inflicted by libertinisns.

-lowever difficulft and complex the problem may be, certainly one of
the first means that should be adopted to decrease syphilis is the gen-
eral regulation by all hospitals to admit free all syphilitics that apply
for treatment.

It would be, according to Morrow, impossible to estimate how niuch
these institutions have donc to increase the prevalence of the disease
by refusing admission to such patients. Special wards should be as-
signed in all general hospitals. Dr. Bulkley, in an essay on syphilis,
would have it considered from a broader and higher standpoint than
that of a venereal disease, nanely, from that of defending the public


