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As the Bill first stood, the medical officer of the district was
made the hinge on which the whole machinery was to turu
If he found that any particular houses or streets were particu-
larly unhealthy, and that their unhealthiness was due to their
want of ventilation, or other defective arrangments he was au-
thorized in the metropolis to report the fact to the Vestry.

The Vestry to be at :iberty to ignore the report or to pass it
on to the Commissioners of Sewers or Board of Works. TLis
would have rendered the Bill nugatory as no one iwould bave
cared to initiate proceedings under it. By the amended Bill
the medical officers are to be emancipated from the control of
vestries, to report to the Conniissioner of Sewers in the city
and to the Metropolitan Board of Works in the rest of the Me-
tropolii. Nor is the Board of Works to be dependent , the
reports of the medical officers of Health. They are to be at
liberty to appoint medical officers of their own with adequate
emoluuients, and of a sufficient status in the profession to carry
out the provisions of the At. It is evident that the medical
officer of the Vestry wili have thus a great incentive to exert
himself if unhealthy buildings unnoticed by himself, are dis-
covered by an independant officer.

Could Dr. -Hingston, the present Mayor of Montreal, be cloth-
ed with such authority, that city would quickly be relieved of
the opprobrium of being the perpetual habitat of small-pox.
Perfect sewerage would be carried out, and witb that, compa-
rative exemption from typhoid fevera.' diitheria, scarlet fever
and other zymotic diseases. It is true that cities with defec-
tive sewerage arc not always visited by typhoid. On this sùib-
ject Liebermeister thus writes : " There are villages and there
are certain quarters in cities where both within and without
the dwellings decomposition of organic and excrenentitious
substantes is constantly going on; but only in some of these
situations loes typhoid fever occur; while in others it has
never been observed within the nemory of man. But in suéh
cases the introduction of a single case of typhoid will often
give rise to a severe spedemic. The question then arises,
çwhat are the substances derived from diseas:.- individuals
which act as transporters of the poison ? Evidently ,hese.s'l-
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