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at two different parts of the lumbar vertebre—pressure on which
with the point of the finger would almost produce syncope.  Issues
were applicd along the spine ar the affected part, and he was recom-
mended to observe the horizontal posture, e The pain in the
abdomen still continued to recur, and often in severe paroxysms;;
he grew weaker, and bad less controul over the movement of bis
fimbs s and atter the lapse of some manths, lost the power both of
semsation and metion in them, acveempanicd with incoutinence of
urine,

A very remarkable phenomenon of reflox action was now
manitested, On drritating the infegaments of cither foot, the
limbs were Immediaicly retaacted towards the abdomen, and con-
timied to vibrate for vome time.s withont the patiert Laving the
sightest enntroul over the moveaent. The vizht limb was more
easily excited, and the sefiex movements were always stronger in
it than in the left.  ven irritation of the inrezuments of the lelt
foot, cat~ed the righe limb to be retracted, and o vibrate more
powerfully than the left. During all this periods the paticut lad
not the slightest sensation in the limbs, either from touch, the
application of heat, or of eolil water to the inteuments.

Anchylosis took place between the affected vertebrie, and from
the extent of the disease, a great portion of the lumbar and the
dorsal vertebrie became firmly onited, but with litde curvatare of
the spine. On raising him up, he could not bend Lis body for-
wards; his spine appeared one corsolidated picce.  Slougling
commenced in the integuments of his back, from the coustant
pressure, and after a short perind lie expived. A post mortem
examination was not permitted, but it is very probable that in this
ase the diseuse was chiefly seated in the intervertcbral cartilages.

These cases, we conceive, warrant the conclusion that comn-
paiuts, which have every characteristic of spinal irvitation at their
commencement and during a considerable period of their progress,
terminate in a decided affecfion of the spine, and must eonse-
quently depend on infammatory action. The symptoms, it will be
shserved, are idencically the same as those which we have
lescribed in the previous section, simulating aany of the discases
to'which the human bedy is hable, and for which they are often
mistaken, and treated on false principles.  The pains are fele at
the extremities of the nerves, but the discase is seated at their
wrigin, or centre of the nervous axis: and after the affection has
amived at an advanced stage, its real nature and pathology is
‘i?veloped. One thing then seums to be established by these cases,
Wiz, that a class of complaints which bear every characteristic of
mal irritation, and have generally beea considered as of a func-
Yonal nature, depend essentially on inflammatory action, on specifie
'“@ammation of the spine, and ought t» be treated on that

Principle.



