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-notices of the Belgoe and other continental tribes, spemingly ilost
inearlv allied to otiiers of' south Britain, the Germanie or Celtie
affinities of' whichi have been made the subjeet of' muehi controversv
amoilg M-odern ethnologists. In the previous book* C.-esar expre siy
states that, wvhiie the inhabitants of iBritain are rcgarded as aborigines,
the sea coast is occupied by tribes derived f-rm the country of the
Belgaw, and bearing naines corresponding to those of the states thcy
,eame from. Strabo describes the Britons of about the cotnmencenient;
of the following century, in part trom observations made on some of
their voung men seen by him at Romne; ard lie discriminates, betvveen
them and the Gauls, assign~ing to the latter yellow-li-ir, a fairer comn-
plexion, and smaller stature, than their insular neiglibours.* TIhis
sugg-ests a comiparison withi the description of the Caledoniians given
by Tacitus, in which hie notes the linge stature and red hair of thie
latter, and recogn ises in them an approximation to the Germani type.*
'Ihe Silures, or West Britons, on the contrary, hie contrasts both with
them andi the southerri tribes, as colorati vullus et torti pleriznique
cri;zes; they ivere of flond, or', ratiier in this case, dark comnple±xion,
'with abundance of curly locks ; and to this Jornandes adds tliat the
hiair was black. Thcy tlius contrasted very strikiingly both with the
îiortlîern and southera tribes ; and Tacitus, in referning to an ?lberian
origin ascribed t'j them, adds the probable confirmation arising from
the position of their country, standing as it does opposite to Spain.
To the southern Britoîîs alone, a common onigin withi the Gauls was
assigned ; thougli Tacitus himiself recogrnises the correspondence be-
tween tlie whole of' those insular tribes and the continental Gauls, ini
,customs, language, and retigious rites ; and obviously attaches more
importance to these points of agreement, than to those of physical
,differemace.

The allusions to varieties of physical chiaracter, are so fan valiable',
iiliough deficient in nlany important details. Virgil, Claudian, and
other poets repeat them, but ivithout enlargiag their details, or ndding
to thieir cnedibility; and whien every refereiîce lias beent canefully
weighed, it is sunpnisiîîg lîow littie that is definite eau really be infercd
heyond the oite important fact that considerable diversity pnevailed.
Bo vague is ail thit eau be deduced <'nom sncbi neferences, that Nieb-
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