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thonsand stringe emotiong, beforo reaon |
has tanght ns to gindo, or the cold precopta
of oxperignce to subdueth em.

Hitherto her oxistence had been all so-
renity. ‘The fondness for nature, and the
fields and lowers, first infused by her Gath-
or in their morming and evening walke, and !
formed by the volumes which fo had jihi-
ciously placed before her, a3 food tor a
yonthful mind, had fed her to the study of
otany, and she knew every one of the ma-
ny flowers which adorm our luxuriant hed-
ges,  In her rambles in search of these, she
wasustally accompanied hy her father § but
rametimgg sho went alone into the fivids !
tnat immeditely surrounded the town,
dreading nothing and reganding nothine bat
her favorite pursuit.  Ter pla and si-nple
altiee, hier teatures, rather hamely than oth-
cnwiae, attracted not the notics of the Yus-

rer-hy, and she continued hor stady without |
I

Folestation.

Some few months beforo tho timo which |
made n¢ acquainted with her history, sho
was gathenag cowslips in a fickd near the
‘own, and dreaming not of danger, she was
aixemed by the menaces of a vory ferocions
cow,

The an.ma pursued her while she was
yet far trom the gxte  Mary fled precipi-
tataly 5 but the self-possessicn 2nd wtre-
Fidity of a gentleman, who was accigental-
y strolling in the same field, saved her
Srom it= fury. e rushed forward and wih

liis etick met the enraged beast, and turned
it from its pursnil.  Grattude for wd so
tunely, lighting up a cheek flushed with
the returning bload. made her for the mo-
ment really beamtiful.  The stranger was
evidently pie:\sed, and behaved to her with
a respect and gentlemanly bearing to which
#ho had been litle accustomed.  She was
soon composed cnough to tell him the ob-
izet of her research 5 and after a conversa-
2104 of somo length, in which ho discovered
that tho baing he had saved passessed ne
_common msny, he bade her adiew, breath-
ing a wish that they wight become better
acquainted.  Her fm:m stmtivelv echoed
thatwish.  When she retarned hote, Mary
selated the occurrence to her father, who,
with tears in his eyes. thanked God for her
deliverance. She'did not know the name
of her preserver; and he conld not, as he
desired, hasten at once to express to him a
aront’s arautude.  But her thoughts dwelt
continually on the stranger, and his image
weas in her dreans that night,  Tler father
had warned herto avoid for the future walks
#0 dangerous ; but for the first tune n her
hfo she culpably neglected hisadvice. The
very next day sho proceeded, with a flutter-
g pulse, to the same meadow, 1o see, s
she said, how the accident had happened.
The first object that she there beheld was
she gentleman who had saved her, le
hastened 0 acoost her.  She thanked him
ugain. e wumed the conversation to her
favorite study ; it was one which h2 had
not neglected, and she gathered from him
much useful information.  She ventured to
usk his name, saying that her father was
desirous of personally expressig his thanks
for the favour he had conferred upon him.
‘rho sentleman instantly presented-his card
-t hf;c. Heury Hamtrow.” The conversa-
tion became so imeresting, that neither
scemed inclined to part, unti! the approach
of the diuner hour compelled Mary 10 tear
heiself from socidty that was but too fasci-
naling.  Sho dul uot know that there was
anything wi-ag in this.  He had saved her
life, an | therefore was entitled to her war-
anost grautude.  Sho did not know that any
othor foslings wingled with her thoughts.

The noxt dag_hor father called on Mr.
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and a father’s blessmyz.
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Harteow,  The tears were in his eyes 6s
ho poured forth all the eloquence of gan-
tude,  Ue was received with a respect and
Kindness aunsual betwaen percons holding
such diflerent stations in wocicty, for Mr.
ltrow wiss o gemleman of tawmily and
fortoue,  An only child, the early death of
g fathor hiad p him in possessum of a
considerable propenty.  He expressed great
mtavest for her welfire, and promtised with
her fatber's perniission, to inquire after
Mary’s health at her own home. ™ Our head
clerk wwas tlattered by the condescension ot
so wealthy a gentloman as Mr. faitrow,
and bashitally accepted hix selt-vitatwn.
On his return he teld Mary of this, and
pruged her preserver to the'shias.  He dud
not nofiea the blush that blhemed upon her
face ns sho spoke.  The verysaniv evening
the braght metal tea-pot and peat china tea

cups were on the tible, and Mary and her|

father were seated belore the cheerful boaxd.

She was pouring out the tea, when, thro’
the window, she saw Mr. Hartrow approach-
ing the house. ‘Thetea-pot atmost (el from
She trned pale. Her father
had not time 1o ask tho cause of her ewo-
tion, when a gentlo tap at the door announ-
ced a stranger.  He eutered, shook huands
cordinlly with both, and, invited by the epe
a3 well as by the words of the delighted
and admiring Mary, he took a seat by her
side, and shared their homely meal, His
kind and friendly manner made them soon
furaet the difference of rank.  Ifisidemean-
our towards Mary was so respectful, that
the father was flattered by it, and she her-
self entmanced.  He sat with them il the
maon was up.  Whea he arose to depart,
Mary conld not speak.  When lie was real-
Iy aone, her heart sunk witlun her. Tt wo'd
be tedious, and it 18 vot necessary, to detal
the history of the affection that grew up be-
tween them. They wet, as they at fiest
won'1 fain believe. casnally : then by ap-
nointment. 116 was wanost (v astantly at
the tea table, and lingere 1 later every eve-
ning. Her cve continually watched his
caming, aud looked brighter whon he came.
He was daty nivre fond of reading aloud to
her the choicer works of Lond Byron. Ho
wrote a note on some trfling subject, to-
questing an answer.  She, of course, te-

lied. Discussion onre awakened, we all
tnow is endless. Others followed in quick
suceession.  Itwas strange that they should
exactly azree m all their 1astes and likings
and dislikings. ‘They at_lengih becane
«engazed.” e obtained from her a pro-
mise that her father should not be inferined
of their engamemnent, and so for four months
they contnved to keqp their ¢ faith *a secret
fram him. An officious friend, who had
met them in gne of therwr moring walks,
first opened his eyes to the real object of
Mr. Hartrow’sconstant visits.  He resolved
to employ at once a parental authonity, and
for that purpose accompanied Hartrow on
his return home onc evening.  Having
heard the remonstrancecs, and bold demand
to know what were his own intentious, Har-
trow replied satisfactorily, bul suagested the
necessity of caution, lest his friends should
thwart his purpose.

From tlus tmo forth Henry and Mary
regarded each other in a new Jight. No
longer reserve painod one ortheother. This
interdod nnion had a father’s permission
When Hastrow be-
came of age, Mary from the hill-side be-
held. weith prond and palpitating heart, the
mamfestations of joy which spread tar and
near over his vast estates, and secretly
longed for the-day when as mistress of that
hurrahing muititude, the wounld dispanse
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kindness, smiles, and comfort, over all her
husbatud held dear.

But all'these protty hopes, all these dear
ireams,-wore on the ove of a sad disap-

pomtment.  No sooner did Hartrow’s in~
tended union gef nolsed abroad—it.was iin~
possible to guard the secretinviolable—than
his friends upbraided him, ecalled him de-
agenerate, and at last aveided intercourso
with so incorrigible-au irfvader of aristoera~
tic punty. Although none of the wealiest
of men, Heary Hartrow could nat staud lon
agamst the continval forcgot derision whicﬁ
trom all ades pourcd upon him.  Even his
very serfs spoke of it as athmgdemeaning,
Fuding the rancour of envy so stern am-
ongst hix ntentals, and the horror of ¢con-
taminaiion® so rife amongst his fiiends, ho
at lenth resolved—not without caleulating
tho ditlicuity—to relinguish his object.

He prepaved not to sce her agnin. 1o
snatched’a pen, and after flinging a half
Jozen half-written epistles into the™ fire, at
length completed one, in which he cantlidly
quﬁ:\incd the delicate sitnation 1n whioh he
was placed ; that his intended connéxion
with her was so decidedly opposed by his
friends, that they threateved to abandon
hiw; and that a union under such cireum-
slances could only be u source ot misery to
both. He professed unalterable attachinent
but he aprenludlo pridenceand good sense,
whether the mafler oughf not to rest .as it
was. This letter he despatehod by hisser-
vant. It was fike a thunder stroke to the
unsn-peeting Mary. Sho had never suf-
fered a doubt of his truth to cloud her af-
fection 3 and now, when she expected to
become his wife, to find fim faithlesa ! She
dild not weep—the fountainr was dried
she was stunned. UHer father found hor
with her eyes glazed and atarting from their
sockets, her cheek white as marble, and'
the fatal letter (allen from her stift hand—
He glanced his eyes over it. The truth
wag evident.  After vmnly endeavoring to
recall her to sensa ansd lecling, he took from
her w72 ine istters of Henry IHartrow,
and with tnem hurricd to my office, to seek,
'\vilhoul any delay, the avenging aid of tho

As he finwshed his story, he flung upon
my table the letters alluded to,  They wero
tearefully-packed in a buge bundle. "1t wae

o be my task to peruse them, and glean
sufficient evidence for arr action for breach
of promise of marriage. Having endeavor-
ed in vain to soothe the irritated and disap-
pointed purent, 1 advised bim to seck re-
pose, promising to look into his case with-
out delay. 1 rose early the following mor-
ming, and commenced my task. ‘There was
ample proof of promise, and I did not feol
myself justified in mdulging any cunosity
by a survey of all these singular documents.
[ wrote to Mr. Hartrow, politely informing
hing that I had been Mstructed to comraence

‘an action against him, and trusting that he

would yet sparc my client the painful task
of pushing so wanton a breach “of faith, &
received an immediitte reply, repeating the
objections urged in his leitér to 'Mary, and
adding, that he must abide the consequen-
ees, however painful ; for his Sense of duty
to his relations and friends dictated the con-
duct which he admitted was, in the first
place, deserving blame. No alternative
now remawed. 1issued a wiit. About a
fortmight before'the Assizes, 1 recurved a
note, requesting an interview wiln myself
and client at wy office, to endecavour to
compronsoe fthod d;ﬂ'er;;r;::c. I scized the
apportunity, fixed the following day, and-

?g:')niled gn the fatliér fo bri‘rig.cMil}i" with

im. T arange that she ghould temuin jn.
another ra>m until a fit moment should o



