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plished by organizing two, three, or mure regimenis, 1nto & brigade, E sity to_which early attention shoull be given, but 1o prevent s
to be commanded by the ciuef instructor, is sefccling for fus staff'| becoming u tax upen the State, n shwuld Le managed somewiiat
the most intelligent of the sciiolurs who could relweve lumn of much j upon the plan of the Polytechuie of Frauce, namely, that pupils at
of the Jabor which the systematic warking of tius large mihtary | large may be admitted upou passing an exaemmation and payiug
depnrtment would render necessary. ‘Fhus those assigned to the | the annual fee. .

staff would be learning the technicalities of the department and| Offer inducoments in the way of supenor education and careful
the duties of aids, secretaries, &c. { trauning, and sufficient income would Le received livmn the paying

These stafl oflicers, and any other of the pupils who showed 2 i scholars to caver the expenss to the State.  Thus, lrom tius col=
decided talent, should be assisted in acquiring kuowledge in the | lego, might annually graduaie men educated for the most scientific
military science by means of lectures, &c., from:the cluel instruc- p and skalful purswmits of  hfe, aud who, 1 ume of war, woual nchly
tor. An oulerly system once urganized, with the mcentive to 1m- § repay the Siate for the care devoted to their cuiture.
provemeut by promotion for correct deportment, and of mutary; Asan iucenlive to the public-school buys, soverdl of the most
disgrace for ungentlemaniy and unsoldserly couduct, would scon ' deserving shouid annually be sent to thus cullege by the Siate, and
render this military instruction of great assistance to teachers in | to the Natioua: Military and Naval Academies.
the schools. Lel the boys understand that disobedience or impo-;  There ts yet another impoitant matter 10 be cousidered i phy-
per behavior debarred them from mulitary honors and tie whole | sical exercises for public educativns, more pasticulariy i sea puits,
tore of their conduct would be improved, vizey Naval Training.

Ct the exigencies of this war, 1f complicated by foreign inter-| A late report of the Shipmasters’ Association has shown us that
fere.ice, it is impossible to foresee, but every one’is aware of the | the reputation of our American vessels is deteriorating so rapidly,
imroriance of early training upon the destinies of nations, and but | that uuless something 15 done, quickly and effectuaiiy, to provide
tev; will deny the value of a well-trained battalion of eelected | a remedy, foreigu veesels will supersede ours i freigliting.  The
oider boys, in case of invasion or trouble, by their relieving the | necessities of our navy are too well known to need notice here,
fatigue of regular troops in mounting guard at the least exposed | and surely these evils which assail the country al this Liying mo-
positions, at thecamps, on baggage, or for couvoys ; likewise to act | ment of pe.l, should arrest attention.
as drill-masters for the recruits. In large seaboard cities the naval traunng scliool, which has

The above flan, which was submuted to several Boards of Eiu-| worked so advautageously 1a Englaud and Belgwin, couiv be
cation last fail, was offered as being the best adapted for immediate | estabiished very economically by the fitting up of some ball, ata
use, and is therefore provided for the instruction of the Leachers. | slight espense, with spars, sails, &c. Here of an etening, lec-
If, however, the Normal Schools and Colleges would provide sys- | tures and ciasses foi iustruction in navigation aud seamauship
tematically for this instruction, it wonld be far better as they are | could be formmed. This would be the means of improving our sailuis
the proper fields for permanent benefit, as ench graduate would | and of furming useful citizens from thode who now wle anay theis
there become fully preparod 10 1nstcuct 1n thess exercises ta the | time around the streets and docks. The vapense would be bat
public schools. azhty and the advantages obvious to our merchane marine and
. The.views of the Hon. Joseph White, of Massachusetts, respect-, navy. Tlus would soon improve our class of sailors and officers,
m¥ military studies in colleges, are well worth noting, He says, | reduce the rate of insurance upon American vessels, and relieve
« let the duill be regular and compulsory, taking the place of the | us from the stain which 1s being cast upon us as a commercial
very irregular and insufficient physical exercises now taken, and | and naval power. .
our colleges would be vastly improved 1n their educational power,) The evening schools of New York city cost £73,000 per anuum
and the commonwealth would in a short time have a numerous | a small percentage of this sum would place in successful operation
bedy of edvcated men weli skilled in the mulitary science and art, | an evening nautical school, which would enable, in less than three
who will become teachers 1n our lower grades of schools and 1n our | nonths, American sailor boys to acquire suffictent kuowledge of
wmilitary companies and assocrations, and be competent when the | navigation o aspire 1o the quarter deck. The handiing of heavy
alarm4s sounded, to lead our citizen soldiers to the field.” New | guns and the principles of naval guunery could aiso be tanght. 1f
Jersey has just offered a noble example by making an appropria- | @ war with Great Britain breaks out, are we to be found slumber-
tion for military instruction in her State Norma! School. ing tn this respect, and must we wait for the first gun belere tak-

But we must look at the practical working of physical and mil-| ing active measu:es ! .
itary traming in small district.schoois. Of necessity they are far| We are a peace-loving and domestic people, and we have in-
behind, in intellectual culture, those in the cities, and ow:ng to the | dulged 1n the delusive jancy that peace was to shue over us for-
small and uncertain attendance, physical and wmilitary drili would | ever, until rudely awakened from our dreams by a formidable
also have to be simplified. The duties of a country hfe are such | attack at the very foundation ot our nauonality. Every family
as not to render these exercises so necessary on the score of heaith, | circle is represenied in that mighty army which 1s batthag for the
nor are the pupils wearied oy such constant application to study. | Union, and”we kaow that muach of the suffering caused to our
But how beneficial st would be in smoothing the rough, clownish | brothers by this new and unexpecied calling, 1s due to the defects
manners of the country pupil by teaching him the position of a | of their physical education, aud to the want of a sufficient namber
soldier, and correct walking. In respect 10 this, it should be the of well trained officers. But the war is upon us and we must meet
duty of the trustees to see that the dnll was taught as far as prac- | it as may best become a free nation and he better prepared for the
ticable 10 tho boys (calisthenics to the girls) by the teacher him-{ fnture. .
self, who, if he were not already instructed from a Normal School, Itis the proud boast of England that in time ol war she is
would find but litlle difficulty “in mastering the details of tactics | ¢ Ready, aye Ready,” buta much prouder and nobler ery for us
sufficiently for his purposes. With as small a number as twelve would be, the prompt ¢ Here *? at the roll-call of our militia when
boys, company and skirmish drills could be taught ; the laiter is | summoned, like the minute men of the Revolution, to the defence
admirably suited for country schools, and would be a delight tothe | of the country. We want no large standing army. In times of
boys. lf near the water they should be taught to swim. peace let our merchants, artisans, tarmers, and mechanies, enrich

it is thus we would teach our public school boys when they | and develop the resources of the countiy. It needs their hdustry
reach a certain age, to act together as citizen soldiers and be pre-{and will amply repay their toil. Butlet them be trained and
pared when called upon, to do yeomen service in the conntry; to | educated from schooldays to their mxluary duties, and at the first
make it their pride as well as'their duty, to defend the Country | note of war let that response of ¢ Here > cume cheerfuily from
and State which so liberally educates them, let us cultivate 1u | our rich prairie lands, lrom our counting-hduses, from our machine
them a lofty and noble patriotism, which shali have itz effect upon | shops, from the decks of fer oft vessels and from our public schoois,
future generations, for it is upon these qualities, their intelligence | —one mighty cry of power and self-reliance from a noble militia,
and enterprise, aided by physical strength and health, that the | possessing a thorough knowledge of its dutics ; intelligent and
Future of our couatry depends. earnest in the right ; patriotic ang strong in 1ts devotion to freedom.

Although a course of military traming in the public schools| A few words to those who fear the tendency of these exercises
would soon furnish our State with au iutelligent class of soldiers | to instil a warlike and blood-thirsty spirit, and we will close. To
and fine officers, yet the art of war in many of its branches, such | them we say, we woull emulate the ancients only so far as we can
as antillery, engineering, &c., requires a scicutific education, which | obtain from them some of their earlier and nobler traits of patn-
can not be given in a private institetion. Qur colieges undoubted- | otism, cuurage, strength, endurance, and hea'th. Let us picture
ly could, to a certain degree, supply this want. New Yurk city, what effect this training would have upon mdmdua[ character.

i its Free Academy a college which needs but the addi Let us take the example of a young, lad, entering the public
tion of two-or thres professorahips to carry out in part thus require- school in the primary department, with perhaps a sickly, indolent
ment, yét & State Military and Scientific College seams a neces= ! disposition, and somewhat careless and slovenly in his appearance.




