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are several convents, awd many schools taught by the Christian
Brothers, Germans, aud Irish, are numerous.

(1o be continued.)

Notices of Boolis and Publicatlons.

Hirax Oncerr ¢ Hints to Common School Teachers, Parems und
Pupils : or gleaning? from school life expericnce.~Geo. A, Tuttle and
Co,, Rutland, 1859,—13ma 144 pages.  Revised Edition.

We recommend this interesting little Look to all teachers They will
tind it stored with ugeful information,—the resultof long experience and
meditation. Wo were quite retreshed by the piquant vemarks of the
nuthor upon theeasy z\m{ rapid process whieh modern schiolars adopt, so
12 o ** tinish their education,” and * ta get a diplomn,”
short extract :—

Wo make o

“ But, as has been suggested, modeen improvement has invented a
Inboresuving process in the caltivation of mind. The time seems too
loag and the labor too hard to our visionaries, for aequiring an
education. ‘They have marhed the improvements of the age: tho rear.
ing of fuctories to manufacture onr fabrics ; the constraction of engines
to traverse the land and navigate the water; tho making of machines
to stiteh our garments, to cut and thrash our grain, to writo our letters
and trnnsmit our thoughts in the twinkling of an eyve to the ends of the
carth ; aad heaco they infer that these may be machines for cultivating
mind and manuficturing thought. Bat all such views betray an alarm-
ing ignorance as to the nature and object of education.

“Tho growing of trees in the forest requires as much {imo now as in
the days of Plato, 1t still requires an hundred years, even in the fertile
s0il of young Awmerica, for the growth of & single onk to mnturity. And
the growth of wind must also be gradual , it must result from tho same
Inbor and toil that it cost the hardy old Greck who wrote the hind,
centuries ago. ¢ The path which leads to the mount of setence does not
lie among tlowers; and he who travels ity must climb the cold hill-gide;
ho must have his feet cut by the pointed rocks, he must faint in the dark
valley, ho must not seldom bave hisrest at midnight on the desert sand.
1t is no small thing for which the true scholar strives.” Thoe onk, tint
King of the forest which has braved the storms of a century, as we have
intimated, grows ag slowly now as when the earth was young  But the
musheootn, now as then, grows up in o single mght.  And may wae not
conclude, judging from our diluted literature and simphticd text-books,
from perverted public opinion and prevailing false theorics, that this
vegetable production, the mushroom, has been transplanted joto our
cdueational garden.”

Wietsox ANt Roni: The Metals in Caunda. A manual for Explorers;
containing praciical insiructions in scarching for and testing the valio
of Metallic Ores, with special reference to Canada. By James L. Will-
son and Charles Robb, Miniug Rogincers.  Montreal: B, Dawson and
Sou, 1861, A pamphlet, small Se, 80 pages, with a Table of Chem-
ical Tests for some of the more important wetals and carthy bases.

This small volume contains very valuable inforwation on the subject
treated by the authors, and to such a3 are connccted with minin
operations, or Who would devote themselves to the pursuit, will be foun
very useful.  Mesers. J. L. Willson and G. Robb have opencd an Oftice
in Montrezal for the transaction of all business connected with mining in
Canada.

Bressr: Voyage d’André Michaux en Canada, depuis le Jac Chaw-
plain jusqud la Baie d’Hudson.—By Q. Brunet, Professor of Botany at
the La-al University. From the printing establishment of Pdbeille,
Quebiee 3 89, 27 pages.

This i3 a notice on the vorages to North America of André Michaux,
a native of France, made during the years 1785 t0 1796, with a skotch
of his life. Tke object of his travels was to make botanical researches
aund mark the locality of treesand plants_peculiar to the country. He
has rendered great service 0 science and deserves the especial consider-
ation of Canadiang, for he may be looked upon as the founder of Botany
in Canada. Tho ouly work having any pretention 10 a lustory of Canx-
dian plants which appeared before that of André Michaux was Cornuti's,
published in 1635, under the title, Plantarum Cunadensium Historia.
which is far from being a complete flora, and it is besides defective in
classification.  Charlevoix gires a translation of this work into French,
adding & number of plants which had been subsequently discovered.
Kalm, the celebrated disciple of Linnrus and Professor of Natural
History at Abo, hisd also visited Anierica, in 1749-51, at the request and
charge of the King of Sweden s he extended his visit ¢ven to Canada,
tut the fraits of his labors weat to curich the Species Plantarum of his
great master, where to this day they are 10 be seen, being identified as
his discoveries by the mark of the initial letter K. This would show
1+t Canadian Botapy may claim a rcssccmblc ongin, as by this it is
a w0st contemporancous with the intreduction of the science in modern
twes,~botaty owing its rational nomenclature and classification to
Linoxus. Michel Ssrrazin, an inbabitant of Quebee and Pbysician to
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the King under the Freuch dominion, and also a Corresponding member
of tho Academy of Scicnces, mny bo mentioned hero as tho fiest Onune.
dian botanist who hocamo reuowned for his discovery of tho curions
plant which beaes hig nume—Suarraceniv purpured (1), To tho nbove
nnanes may be added those of the darquis du In Gallissonniore, Dr.
Gaultier, after whom Kalm enlted n gmall plant, vory common in onr
wooils,— Caultherin procumbens, yielding an essential oil usod in mede-
cinv; P, Boucher, Governor of ‘Fhree Rivers, nnd severnl others.

Michrux was very snccessful in his searches for the uative productions
of tho vegetablo kingdom in Canadn, but as the spots whero ho mndo
his numeroug and jmpo-tant discoveries nre not always suficiently
described in his works, printed and mannscript, mauy of the plunts have
not been met with since and othera nro either exceedingly rare or still
very littte known.  As wost of his time was spent in teavelling and
herborizing, hio did not write much, thinking that tho best way he
could serve scicnce was by introducing new plants into Europo. Still
i hng left a history of the onks of Americn, published in Paris in 1801,
containing n description of twenty species of thig trees besides notes on
lis travels, which are seattered through the works of his son, who had
accompanied hint in some of hig voy ages to Awmerica, and n manuseript
dinry which the latter presonted to the l‘hilosophicx\\éoc’m\y of Philadel-
phin.  But his notes and herbuarinms have furnished materinls for a work
still moro interesting to Canadn.—the flora of North America published
in Latin by thy eminent botanist Glaude Lonis Richued, in 1803, (the
year in which Michaux died,) forming two volumes 8vo, with 52
plates, and in which upwards off 1700 plants are described.

Michaux had nlreads visited Bugland, the Pyrences and Spain, and
had brought with him from PPersin a splendid collection of plnots nnd
seeds, when the French Government desiring to introduce into France
somn of the trees and sheubs growing in North America, charged him
with tho mission of procuring them.

Tustructiony had been given to him to teavel over the United States
and callcet seeds and shoots. 1o arrived in New-York in November
1485, from whence during two yenrs ho made cxcursions to New-Jersey,
Penusylvanin, and Maryland, During the first year, ho sent to Fraoce
twelve boxes of seeds, several thousand specimens of trees, and sowo
Canadian partridges that waltiplied at Veesailles.  Ho slso 1aid out a
garden uear Charleston, South Garolina, which was to serve as a start-
ing point tor hig southern exploration.

In 1787, he nade « journey to the Alleghany Moo.taing, Having
ascentded the Savanzah to its source, aud found 1any beautifol plants
and several Kinds of onks, hio also proceeded to th.  surces of the Ten-
nessee, and thence returncd to Charleston, havinge truvelled 300 lengues
through Carolina and Georgin,  Many of his notes coutain remarks on
the wost interesting plants ho met with here and cven point out the
places whero they were discovered in such precise terms that it would
still be easy to find them out. In 1988 aud the following year, he suc-
cesstrely visited Florida, the Bahama lslands, and Virginin. On the
1st of July ha arrived at Washington Court FHouse, n bamlet in tho latter
State, which then passed for the first town in that part of the world, though
1t contained only * twelve wooden houscs,” and could afford no better
clicer to the traveller than * corn bread ® and “ bad rum,” but no ¢ fresh
meat,’ nor  cider.”

After other excursions to different partg of the Union, attended with
more or less success, he came to Canada, in 1792; having spent gome
seven or cight vears o tho United States, s first researches in paga-
ing from one country into tho other, were made on both shores of Lake
Chawplain, where ho noticed mauy plants,—all mentioned in his tiora.
Then directing his course towards Montreal, he arrived in this city an
the 30th of June, and having remained here only a few days, started for
Quebee. On his way down hostopped at Sorel and there found the fodora
Canadensis. His sojonrn in the ancient metropolis of Canada was also
of thort duration, as it was important ho should avoid being overtaken
by winter in his progress northward. Having sailed down the St.
Lawrenice as far as the Saguenay, he landed at Tudoussac, the first out-
yost of the Hudson’s Bay Company in that direction, situated at the en-
trance of the river and at oncti me much frequented by the Indinns for the
purpose of trading. It is now a pretty villnge. Here e remained a fow
days, during which he collected somo specimens.  He next ascended the
Saguenny in a bark canoe, and early in August reached Chicoutimi,
where the river ceases to be navigable for largoe vessels.  As lus way to
Lake St. Joln lay tarough an aimost unexplored wilderness, and as the
jouracy had never been undertaken except by aborigines and a few mis-
sionaries, he secured the services of a half-breed and three Indians with
whom he proceeded up the River Chicoutimi and Leke Kinogami, and,
after a short portage, through Lake Kinogamichich, down the Aulnet
River nud Bello Riviere, thus reached Lake St. John after six days'
travelling, At Lake Rinogami he found an aquatic piant, Lobelia Dorl-
manna, which has oot since beca met with here ; its lig?xt blue corolla floats

(1) Specimens of this plant, which blooms in June, are found in
abundance 1n the savannnas near Quebee. The country people give it the
very vulgar name of petits cockons (little pigs), from its leaves being so
ihax:]cd und twisted as to resemble somewhat the form of that animal’s

cad.



