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' ON BAPTISM. = ;J, '

3 -To prevent d;sappomtment it may be well to state at the commnrerice’
! rnent, that the object of the writer of this article isnot to shew; thetthy
<infamgof such as are members of the visiblé church arefo be baptized.”
"The-rightof the infants of believers to this seal of the covenant is for the
presént assumeds'to.be well founded.  Although the question uf tinfant
baptism® is in this communication waived, yet it is believed; that the
exhibition of the true "import of infant baptism will bring ‘out muth to
shew-that it.is-an ordinunce agreeable to the general scope:of the Serig-
tures § that it holds a most important place in the Christian system und
that it gerves ends of high importance for which no provision has:‘been:
made, if the right of the infants of believers to be baptised be deniedi* On
another oceesion, the writer may siate those arguments for the baptism’
of infants which completely satisfy his own mind, and which ought, lehg
ersithis, in his opinion; 10 have finally settled .the controversy. The direct
cbject.of -this communication.is to set before the parents of our chusches
the 'nature and- importance of am ordmanca in the scnpmml aul‘wr‘ty of*
wthhey all believe. ) ! o
:"Evéry person who hag paid any attention to the opinions and pracnces
- of many who believe that their ' irfants oughtito be baptized, must have
yemarked that they'seem to be in & -great nieasure ignorant of the nsture
- oftthe institution—some regarding it only as a ceremony rendered venera~
blefbylong observance, and others attaching to it a superstitious import-
ance, as if there were in it some mysteriouspower of securing-salvation.
Some, uriable to'say whether there'be-any advintageinit, and others sup-
pdsing hat the eternal well-being of o child ds- endangereﬂ if - the adxmms-
_ tiation 6f baptism be neglected. - . - e
* ~Qne great proof of the - 1gnorance which prevml:t respt.fclmg baptistm,.is’
wfm-mshed by the manner in which parents] edueate: their children--whom-
mey have.devoted to the Lord in' Baptism. *  Did parents ¥now wWhat they
‘didwhen they. got the scal of the covenant put upon-their oﬁ‘spnng 3did’
the} know the tesponsibilities which lie upbh them with rdspett to theik
'chiildren 5 -did- they know the new relutionship which is foried between -
. itham and their children in bapusm did they know the re]atmnshlp"wmbh“
S &submsls ‘between God and them, and between the' church and thédy, it-
. Ywould be impossible for tiem so utterly to neglect the feligiouseduedtion of
-{their children as multitndes do.  When we see parents aliow theit-chil-
drento grow ‘up in ignorance of the character and the il of the God to

waom they consecrated them, acquiring bad principles and bad habits, and
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