
290. Tte Moral Effeots 4f Clalvinism

Calvin. Dark, Ilustroils, kZeen anid pexîetrating, il csionai sn
forthi flashes of lire and affection, NvIich indicatcd lie iniiglt of t1he
soul tkat; emitted tiei ; but its general beai'ing -v. s caim, Ilotre.
]ess ; ivinning, not repellinig. Ail tlbis bespokze the bigbi morffl eiuî
acter of thle man'> and espeeially thiat peace and confidence in bis Goj
Nv'liehi eharacterized every period of his stormy life. *What thie ex.
tourna.i man indieated, ai neairer toroc +,lthe inward man did ilot
disappoint. When driven from France for his piepe,1W jîj
fied wvas bis coniduct! li bis letter Nve find no bittcrrtess, 110 wral,
no malice towards Ibis enemies ; andi no irnuring, 1 n oîîe 1
flot even uneasilîess iwithl bis owni lot perhiaps the scvou'eec;t r'tj")jZ'

ichel hefe hmii in biis iwhoie life, was blis expulsion fromi Cnev:î.
but iinstead of revenging il, or gricving over, it, wce find imi ivitit ai
the sedate.ucss of one0 aI perIfCct ease, Sitting dowi n l is Sîudly, a

Stabrpennîng letters to, friends hie had loft belhiid,iand prusecu.
tin- ilh blcsscd work of thlio forination, as if lie hiad 11CvCI ber
interriuptod. 0O iiat a. firmn, ivbat a, God-confidincg soul, waýý th'it
of 301111 Calv~in 1Il 1 i n in the liauds o? ily fleavo"(nly Ft,
wvas thoe sentimtent -withi whici lie removed evory doubt, huishied cvery
inurnur, antd (lis'eill evrery fectr. To sontle it may appear Mwhiusl>.
cal-b it so-we canniot hlpl it ; but iii teading of the cabui aiM
serene digiity, ivithi iwlîicb Calvin lookzed down on1 thie persecutinlu
of t1je craff-y Franeis, andi tho pIlots of the enemnies of tie Rf~ja
lion, m e have oftcn been rentinded of tiat; inimitabiy beautifill <1p'
thoroughly naturai pieturd~, wliichI Virgil iii bis lirst 'E neld daws, f
the al)ý arance o? tlime god K''e)tuno in the mildst of the storn, ami(
thoe nannor in iwhiei hie quelied il. Wliat classie reader does nM
reunemniber it ? Eois, Ilnperanitted and thoughltleslY let out t4
wvinds fromi thecir eoveringý. Fiorthi timer rushed, carcoringi( o'er the
deepm. They swept, its Icngthi and brecadt1h; thiey ]asbied itsý billiow;
int all the finries of a. tenlipest. -ili and hecary rolied ln îbcS l'il.
loivs. AIt mas turnioil. licaven and earth seemied tb baive eomr
-Dierd. But rising up foul o? 'lignity in the midst of [lhe foam, air
bis eyces abroad on the ivido expanse, and u-nutovedt-or if movcd aut
il], moved by a lurking fiýciing of ridicule and contempt-for, 'W
ean. aliuost lâlne vwe sec theo littie curi ampout bis lip-ive belhold Ce~
rnli"'teltygod liftingc up biis bcead above ile w[rakn ~Ol~l
for whaiit reasoit a1t thiis turmoi-scornifnly eiiqiriinr w-ho comuld 4e
its auithors-and thon quietly and digniffiedly rcstoring a'l tliimug-to
ilheir wvontcd order. So 'vas it witli Calvin. The storms of the lk-
formation, woero abroad in ail tieir fInry. Europe fromn end to end
wvas aritated i'ithli s ivoicanie tbroos. T1lbîoîies totta-ed,kiigstreu
bled in their palaces, andi whoie nations quiverod anti qualzed bel")
the outbursts o? wrath of Roinu's poteuttates, and satellites. But
auid ail theso tribulations andi ail these signs of coming desolation
in hoavem abovo andi eartm benethi-tbere is CaIvin, calîn nd MO
icctcd,-tliere is Calvin, deiiborately penning letters 10 liefornerS

alqarters of the Nvurld, lu continue " stediast and um ovea blc,"
there is Calvin tempera tel - butt mio,;t cttingly, cdicating blis lt
tutes 10 tihe treachorous Frianceis, le lot bun read for hiluself, indile
tho -vorid 'read t00, wbctbier those -wlo beliered iand mainitain
such doctrines, eould ho turbulent and ite'e ois subljeets. lu 3
titis calnoess, and ail tbis dignit.y, amnid ail Ibis storm,ivlho docsDO

1)190.


