
TH1E G? <4 ND) TBRUNK RAIL WAJ Y. S

from hier summer area of tribute to hand 1 oniy because of their cheapness, but be-
over to hier rivai, New York, ail thiat part of 1 cause aiso of their unsteadiness, to consti-
it-about 27,000 square miies,-which lies itute a business which is, at bn't, a question-
west of a line running from a point between able subject of effort.
Whitby and Port Hope in a direction north- Let this revieiv of the field pass now fromn
eastw'ardly towards the Valley of the OJttawva. tthe West to the East. Betwveen Montreal
And in application of this generalization, it and Toronto the way-freights of the Grand
may be stated for the purpose in hand that, Trunk are utisputed in summer by navigation.
wvhiie the Grand Trunk in sumîier occupies American ships bring to bear within tlîat
wvest of Whitby a strong position subject to extent of the route an active rivalry at ail
but a feebie cornpetition by the railways points of large aggreg<-tions from the back
of New York, it does so on a field that must country ; wvhile the freedomn of the coast to
stili be considered debatable, seeing that it Canadian vesseis extends a similar rivairy
may be held by eithier party at one season of by a system of touchings at ports aiong the
the year by right and at the other season of line, to several of the smailer stations. At
the year, so far as it may be held at ail, but that season of the year. concessions adapted
by poiicy. to these circumstances are the oniy means

Abstract economy wvould assign to Mon- of obtaining business along that part of the
treal in a railway competition with New road. whiie the business of the points thus
York during the navigation of the St. Law- acted upon may be commanded in wvinter
rence, the trade of ail the Peninsula of Mi- as far wi2st as Port Hope on any judicious
chigan and of the upper lakes. At Detroit, schedule. Even then, however, Whîtby
the commercial capital of Canada bias the tbeing but 555 miles by raiIlvay from the
ascendancy in the struggle at that time of harbour of New York, while Port Hope is
the year, by virtue of an cconomy equal to 567 by railwvay from the harbour of Mon-
the cost of transportatioh over 96 miles ; at treal-Portland-the footing of the Grand
Sarnia, of a transportation over 122 miles. Trunk west of Port Hope can, as stated
Experience deciares, however, that so far as above, be sustained, so far as it may be
existing attempts to divert the commerce of sustained at ail, but by address.
theU.pperLakes goto prove thecontrary,their The survey that hiashbeen just made of the
steamships, abhorring short voyages, cannot field sbows, it may be observed in passing,
be arrested on their way to transhipment at that the management of our great railway
Buffalo. And their rates cornmanding ail demands originaiity of thinking, closencss of
the great aggregations of the shore-irne of observation, and flexibiiity of method. The
those inland seas, the railways have but com- object of that survey, however, hias been to
I)aratively little of the through business to point out vie-vs and circurnstances that en-
struggle for in summer beyond thatwhich the ter into a proper judgment of the leading
outiying lines mayhave gathered by the way. facts of the administration of our m-ost im-

The traffic offering at Detroit and Sarnia portant railway.
offers in a double competition-witb a na- The Company had a choice of two routes
vigation that can underbid the raiiway, and bet'veen Montreal and Sarnia. Pollowing
with railways wvhich bring to, a reduction the direct line, the track wvould bave been
of their disadvantage in distance, the advan- laid 1 5 or 2 0 Miles to the north of Lake On-
tage of superior support by the way. But tario with a large economy of length. In that
the excess of their length disappears altoge- event it wvould have mun near the Ilrain-di-
ther in their rivalry with the Grand Trunk, vide; " and, by crossing the drainage about
wvhen winter, closing the St. Lawrence, makes its source would have effected a large sav-
them masters of the freiglits offering at Sar- ing in the nuniber and character of tbe
nia and Detroit, by right of an economy of bridges. But an experience disregarding
transportation representing the cost, in one ail the surrounding circumst-inces, decided
case on 17 5 miles of track, and in tbe other that the route should pursue the shore of
case on 201 miles. And thus obtainable at the Lake; and thus burdened the capital of
but low rates in summer, and subject to the the Company by an unnecessary length of
control of rivais in winter, the through track, a more expensive systemi of brîdging,
freights within reach of the great Canadian and many stretches of heavy and difficuit
line at Sarnia and Detroit must be held, flot embankment.
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