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And wliolc,,toiîn hcrrie,. t1iriv' andi riplen

I-ad Savage been destitute of Ibis
undoubted nierits, hiis misfortunes
and injuries must have commended
hiim to Johnson, wvlo knew hiow to
succour and to pity. When %vc
think of the lielpless and miserable
of niankcind whlom lie shieltered in
his great lieart, and whom lie neyer
made to feel tlieir own infe,,iority-
wvhen wve tliink of Mrs. WVilliams,
of Dr. I<evett, and tlîeir like, wve are
glad to reniember also Richiard
Savage and Oliver Goldsmithi. But
that unlîappy poet, whoni le did
not fail to advise anid a(llionisll,

indecd, in the plaintive notes of the
nighitingale, but at others ini tlic
clicerful strains of the larlz."

Johînson lias, inIiis biography of
tlîe poet, said aIl tlîat rnay properly
be said in luis defence; but that hie
lias been truc to the lawv of moral
life may be aqrgued fron luis closing-
sentence This relation wvill not
be whlolly withuout its use, if tîxose
whlo languish under any part of his
sufferings shahl be enabled to fortifv
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had generous impulses and exalted
conceptions. He hiad genuine poet-
ical ability, and vied with, Johinson
in conversational gifts of a higli
order, which on every occasion hie
was ready to exercise. He could
snatch an ignoble content out of
the heart of misery, and seems to
have had bis most tranquil hours
within prison walls, for lie lias
written: "I1 arn now more conver-
sant with the Nine than ever, and
if, i nstead of a Newgate bird, I may
be allowed to be a bird of the
Muses, I assuie you, sir, I sing
very freely in my cage; sornetimes,

tlieir patience by reflecting that
they feel only tliose afflictions froni
which the abilities of Savage did
flot exempt liim; or tliose wvho, in
confidence of superior capacities or
attainients, disregard tlie common
maxims of life, shall be reminded
tliat nothiicg xvill supply the Nvant
of prudence; and that negligence
and i rregularity, Ion?, continued,
will niake knowledge useless, xvit
ridiculous, and genius contempt-
ible."

An episode in tlie hîfe of Jolinson,
on wliicli we love to dwell, is lis
association with the Thrales. IHe
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