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THE CHURCH TIMES.:

wo oarly rise to pay our grateful rogards to Him
whose blessed day it is callod, and to whoso services
it so emphatically bolongs.  The very wantle of such
a morning bas something about it that i holy and
hoavenly. Sweotly and piouely does the pout sing
of it 3—
t Tho robo thou woearest is all colestial woof,
Como from the gravo with Jesus, Hoaven's blue

00
Soems noaver oarth, and all carth hath of fair
Is fuirer.  On thy calm and glassy floor
Wo sit in commune sweet, thy riches blest
Recounting, and forget that wo aro poor.
Yot us be bright to meot thee, Angol guest,
With vontemplation of enduring rest,
And with theo Listen at the heaventy door.”

@he Chureh Eimes.
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RELIGIOUS EDUOCATION. .

Tug question whether the Biblo ought to be a
school book, has engaged the attention of some of
our cotemporaries during the past fortnight. We
have not read these remarks attentively, and are
therofore but little qualified to judge of the manner
in which thu subject has been bandled. We have
seon enough however, to show us that a good deal
of acrimony hus mingled with the discussion, and
that instead of a fair and dispassionate consideration
being given to both sides, the exercise of a free.
dom of opinion Yias been met with unsparing con-
domnation, which in turn has been assailed with
invective, and charges of bigotry and hypoerisy.

We are ourselves quite in favour of religious
teaching as an clement of school instruction ; and
are aware at the same time that a good deal may be
said on the other side of the question. Tbere
would hardly however be two opinions upou it
were it not that a diversity of religious doctrine,
provents tho adoption of one defnito mode by
which religious instruction should be conveyed.

Tt does not however follow, in our estimation,
that because a genera! agreement in one mode or
system of religious instruction is impossible, that
therefore it should not be jmperative to adopt re-
ligious instruction in public schosis. If the State
has a religion it is bound we think to communicate
its fundamental truths at least, in any system of
popular education which it may patronize or sup:
port. If it only care for tho sceular instruction of
the people, and leave it to the people’s voluntary
action to infuss the relizious clement into the mind,
the chance is, that it will not bo infused at ail,
or so imperfectly, that the consequence will be a
practical infidelity. Our neighbours of the United
States, with an excellent system, if the sccular in-
struction of the mass is alone considered, aro ber
soming alive to its defects by woful expaticnee.—
They have pursued the plan of educating the massts,
with the end in view that thereby they would be
made wiser, happier and more virtuous—Dbut they
have just discovered the fact, that the resuit of
their mode of teaching i3 a great increase of crime
wherever it prevails, crime connected with mental
eultivation, but divested of all restraint of consci-
ence. and of all fear of eternal punishment. A
paper that we hold in our hand, nota month old,
thu pourtrays the state of morals in New York :—

«‘Phroughout the conntry, it isto be feared, crime is
will increasing, and more especially the erime of murder.
“Pitere is o recklessness of human Jife pepvades, more or
Iess. almost all elasses of sadety. Luman life 13 not ul-
lowed to stand in the way of the gmtification of any object
f that object can be attained by cven s0 dreadful a sieri-
sice, and so horrible nn offeuce, not only aguin«t socicty,
but sgainst God. It is not merely that qen Xill in order
that they may rob; they Kill that they may seek their re-
venre—the slighitest iusult scemsqaite suthieienyto provohe

shein to assassination or 10 mitder.” . .
* * - x .0 *
“At first sight one’ might suppose that such a state of

<hings was the imnediate resultof sho provalehs, distress
among the workwg classes, buga hittje cudsiderauon mist
dispel uny sach idea. Not only do I think better of the

x

tndustrions classes than to-suppose that cvenr want would
drivo them into so abominable a course ‘of eonduct;fbut
it is cvident from tho discoveries thas have been, mule of
the character of those gungs of men that commi} such bloo-
dy ontrages, that they ure not the Woald-bo *jndustriéus,,
Vot cho idle and dissolute, and thit thé number of suchis
fearfally on the-increase among us.” -

Upon this #tate of socity reforthatory-institurons
it would appearshavo no effest~tho misclief is in
the heart of 7oam, and i3 not to -be erddicated” by
ordinary. roeans. o raligious initruttion has grown
up with his growth—tho boy Joaves school unime
prossed with the verities of religivti, tho rewards it
offers to virtue, the punishment it'threatens to vice ;
and tho recipient ot tho utmost 6f a looso morality
loosaly inculeated, finds Jittle Giffeulty in following
Bbad example.and entering updd 4 codrsé which even-
tually leads to shame and disgrace. Well® the wise
‘men our neighbors of ‘the United States, find that

this stato of things, is owing {o a defoat in their ed-
ucntional system  They have not trained up the
obild in the way ho should gb. It will not be very
casy for thom to retraco their stens; but it will be
casy for communities which arg casting about to find
a systom of education the best suited to proparo
youth for tho business of life, o take warning by
the example, and to avoid the rock upon which thoy
have wado shipwreek, It is suscaptiblo of proof,
that oducslion without religion, affurds no restraint
upon vicious juclinations, but rather incites to their
gratilication. There should be thgn no question
about making it a necessary ingredient in any sys.
tem of public iustruction.  If the principle is a just
one it must be enforced for the beneBt of tho greater
number, altho’ thereby a few may have to sacrifice
their cherished opinions to the public guad.
WA SN . ~ ~
& R. M. Steamship Canada urrivel on Thurs-
day night, in 12} daysfrom Liverpool. A mun.
mary of the news from India will be found in our
columns.  Parlinment was opened on the 8rd inst.,
by the Queen in person—the Royal speceh will be
fuund in another colomn. ‘The Leviathan,
steamship, has not yet been launched, altho’ an at-
tempt to move her has proved successful. There
weie no fears but that she would eventually be
got off, aiacugh it will be found to bo a very
dZicult operation
".l‘he London 7'imes announces thatsoon the mi.
nistry intend to propose to Parliament the total abo-
lition of the Company's Government of Iudia,
which will be brougbt immediately under the control
of the Crown and Parlisment, with such a machi-
nery of administration as will bo thought eonducive
to its wehiare.

Nremon
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5 The Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia, with Mrs.
Binney and infunt, arrived in the R M. 8. Canada
on Thursday nigat from Liverpool--all well

PaSalt, W

& Wo learn that His Excelleucy Sir J. G. Le
Mancuazar, has been appointed to the important
post of Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Malta,
and will leave Nova Scotia in February noxt.—
Calonial Government is now very easily administered
by Her Majesty's Representatives, and with com-
mon care they need not iuvolve either thewselves
or the Imperinl authority, in difficult and angry
questions It is not too much to say for our preseat
Licutenunt Governor, that if his popularity is not
sv great a3 that of some of his predecessors, he has
committed but few grave or substantial crrors, and
will leave this command with the respect of all
classcs.

The Iarl of Mulgrave, successor to His Kxcel-
lency, it is stated on the authority of the Colonist,
which may be considered the official organ, will gail
for Halifax gn tho 30th Janvai, next.
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&5 Tue Pexny Pusr.—It is requested that
Subscribers asill notify of their intention to coatinue
the Pepuy Post for 1858, as wone will be sent
after the December No  withoat such notification,
accompansed also by the arraugement to pay in ud-
vanpce. A few Nos of the Maguzine, some four
or five, oan atill bo had complete for 1857, upon
apphication at the Book Store of Wm Gossip, 24
Granville street.  Subseriprions will also be receiv-
ed Or 1858, payment in advanco 1s. 6d per aun.

Subscriptions will also be taken for The Gospel
Missionary, published by the Society for the Lro-
pagation of the Gospel, at 9d. per year. The G.
3. is a neat little monthly, well adapted to ercate
in youthful minds, a-lave of mizsionary enterprise,
and therefore exceedingly useful.’
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. Wae copy the following account of the Execcution
of Slavio, Senior, from the St. John Courfor of
Dec. 12 :—

Yesterday being the day appointudfor 1be execo-
tion, and the prisoner, Patrick Slavin, Senior, being
siill to dispose of, crowds began at an early hour to
dvsemble in front of the Jai), over the entrence to
which the scaffdtd kal been'(rected during the preve
ous 1ight., Not baving been privileged with admis
sion into the Jail previous to thy execu ion, we ran
only deseribe: what occurred outude. The gibbet
comisted of four sirong beams set'on end, With sidy
ties and a renire ciiss piece on the, top, and was of
such beight asto biing the platform on p level with
the wll of tho Jarge window over.tke Jail door. Tho
drop copdistel g'mplinof & flap board, hinged at one
fide bkethe half ol an ordmary Batch, and supported

 at the othgr, by two stout ropes pauit 2 over the top

piece of the structure, apd,aitached to 8 cleet inside,
By thie mrany all'thst wasmecessary was to-cnt the
sope close to the fastening, *with a atroke of a hatchet,

when the drop fel}, and left the standing-place of the
culpritan emapty voil.  The whole arrarigoment was
extecilingly simplo and effleient.

About ten o'clock, the hour previously given no
tico of for the execution to take place, the crowd in
{ront of the jail could not have beon lesd than five or
gix thousaud, of whom the greater part wero men,
with a sprinkling of wamen and boys. At ten minutes
past ten the prisoner stepped on the platform accom-
panied by Charles Johnston, Esq., the Higb Sheriff,
anil the Rev. Mr. Swaeny, Catholic Priest. Thers
wore also in attendance bis Worship the Mayor, Geo.
Blatch, E-q.; acting deputy Sherilf, the Jailer, Tho-
mas, who had charge of the prisoner during his cond
finement, and a number of the Dlagidrates of the
Ci*y an? County. The Sheriff himself performed
the duty of adjusting the fatal noose, and Constable
Piggeon having drawn the cap over tho prisoner’s
face, ho stepped furward on the drop and seemed for
aliont a minute engaged either in listening to, or ac-
companying Mr. Sweeny in prayer, during which
timso the Sherilf having stepped inside, cut the sup-
port, tho drop fell, and death seemed to be almost
instantaneous.

The prisoner's appearancs on the scaffuld seemed
that of pastive rubmi-wion to bis fate, and during the
moment he was aléne on the drop before it fell, he
staod perfectly firm and composed, with his head bent
forward on hisbreast.  From the time he came out-
sife he did not svem to look up, or hold intsrcourse
with any one but his spiritual adviser. The body was
allowed to hang Dyr over balf ar bour. The crowd
behaved with great decorum, and dispersed quickly,
alnost immediately afier the hody was cut down. A
atrong po<se of the Polica force was in attendaace to
keep back the crowd, and about forty of the military
from the Barracks with fixed baycneta wera stationed
at the foot of the gallows, but thers was notl the
slishtest need for their services. Great praise is due
to the Sherdl for the extellence of the arrangements
made by win, and.for the decorous mannerin which
he pertormed bis onerons and disagreeable duties.—
Lonz may it be before our City has to witness such
another spectacle, or our Province be polluted with
such bemous erimes to render it necessary.

We take the following Confession from this morn-
ing’s Freeman : i

1, Patrick Slavin, feeling the hour of my oxecution
close at band, wi.l it, as a last request, that the pub-
lic be informed, aiter my death, that I am now peni-
tent, and acknowledge the beinousness of my crime
and the jusice o my punishment. I desice to return
thanks to the Sherifl, Mr. Johnston, for any kind-
ness he has shown to e, 30 oreat a criwinal, fo far
as" was conastent with bis duty 3 1 aleo thank Mr
Witlis, Mr. Thomas, and the others who were in
charge over we, for any kindnees and rympathy they
have shown me. 1 feel grateful both to my clergy-
wen, for their perwveting attention in bringing me
1o a proper knowledze of guilty and i makmng me
sensible of my Religion, and of the Divine Mercy ;
and also to those indies who consoled me by their
advige and relizious instraction. 1 die forgiving every
one in this werld, espeoaaliy thote whose dutv it 18
to carry ous the ends of justice ; and as 1 forgive, 20
I hope to be forgnen, trusting in the goodness and
unbounded mercy ot mv Divine Redeetner ; and may
my wicked e and melancboly end be a timely warn-
myg to oibers who neplect their duty te God and Re-
AN,

psigm-d in my cell in the Jail, December 10th, ag
10 o%clock at nipbt. ’
Patrick (bis mark) Svaviw.
In presence of Patrick J. Carey.
Witness— Thomas Budge. :
N

g7-The Central Bank, of Fredericton, N. B., has 1¢;
sumcd speeie paymenis.  The suspension was caused by
2 run, and was oniv a master of precaution oa the part of
the direetors — Westarn News.

0>~ ‘The Coliectjons teken on the Fast Day, in the
¢ity of St. John, towards the Indinan Relicf Fund, amoun-
ted to the handsomnc sum of £123.~Jbid,

0 ‘The Nictaux Tron Works are at present turning
out 35 tons of won weekly. “Tho new furnaco wall be in
binst in February nexto—ibid.
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g ore soity to bear that J. W, Marriott, L.quire,
Principal of 1he’ Colonial Church Society’s model and
trainiug S-bools in this cuy, is to leate us in thae
Sitna, having been appointed to a higher and mora
1nflaential po-dvon o Newloypdland, as the Sowery’s
General Sunerintendant of Schools throughout that
Istand.—Malifax will thus Jose a Teacher of youth,
of superior qualfications, and our Lecture rocmn witll
be depuived of ona of the miost Feady, poliahed, and
acceptable apeakers we bava ever bvard.—Jouraal.
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= We hate bern obliged to attend in the busincss
of the Sn{:remc Court during the past week, and one of
our men has left us for & situation in the Post Office
Somp omsspens_ipy vur, Western Edition, may be pla-
ced to nccountof thuse accidents of the Season, for, which
we ¢laim tho cousidération of our readers.



