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The Lytalion Times teportsmesiings at Christeburey
sad Lyttelton ig February, upos the fulfuct of Colas
nial Church guteroment.  Tloth jueetings wera called
and pretided over by (ke Rev. O, Mattbias, as Come
nusaary of the Disbep of Naw Zealand. The following
are the resslutions preposed ind varlations supgested
by -thul}tmulmml Comumittee of Chrlstehutch tam
Gederal Princygleg gon el Variatioon s pated,

dytie I:'l‘aky{‘ual i}‘alta‘ 1 That the lh-h:rffd-:tgr.

[ -6 Congtitelios for fheand Taite, M each divcese,
Avreh in Nt Zeaiamd” " \unll ba 1hree distines onlers,

) h}l1nttl\alf|lchnpc.¢k:¢: the etnsent of all of which
“l:m»_\l:t:. ‘lha"l. Le thiee dil!- ;}l“cll‘i Uy :cu‘:ug; ul) all gets
orvera, the conyeny o binding 6o dlocese a

all Qrwki\,l{h lb;:f‘?:' nml-'hr‘:ei: fon ' sanl
sars &0 Al acis binditig upon; 2. No wariation raposed.
the Chureh at large, ! at every aduly male

8. Rulject 1o thy forepoing communicant, Lelnge a loys
praeiple, that cach opder I rett, and duly registercd,
At HLerty (o txtdact its dell and who sBall himew gign
barations eeparatelr, or to'a dediaratiun \out be §s &
unite with ths others, ag f1sjmemter of the Charch of
OWR AsErcIton. Lngland, and of uno other

. That protistonaite, tiit'religtoun dedoufinationahall
a definlilon of Chiorch mem-|te catitled (0 vote ot the
aetalifp shall hate been a-ldectfon of lay repreaenta
£7o0 5PON LY & general con-'tives to 110 dicoesan tonrvens )
yenilon every parson shatlijtion, such reotesentatives to

X deewmad a inember of thiejia also communieants, and
Churchiof Englang who shullitv haveemady tha sano de
make & wilticn declarationelaration 3 hotthat such elece
tehat effect to the clorgy fhon shall Lo Uy parisies,
man of kis parish or district fthukzh it shall nos Ly noeet

4. ‘TUAt every aduit Church|ssry (hat the veproesnrativos
membes who shinlf huvg freenivlected Ly gaen parlsly ahall
duly registered, Lo entlticdjse prrsdns  resldiog within
10 YOtd At the tlection o tay ihiat parish.
reproctaietives at the first) 4. Omitied and Intorpora.
Geeral Convernlon. od with No.3.

8. Tuat it shall rest with] & Thas Is shall meg wht |
the General Cuaventlon teach diocessn conrention fo
decide how and by whom ali{Iecide bow and by whom all
patronage shisll be exercisedd,\atronsgo shall be exerclsed
and In What manper all per esdin the diveese, and alto
sons holding Church cfilces(lo 8X the amount of ail sal.
shall Uo remiovable from thelaries, focs, and otlier alfow.
srme, and slso 10 fix thelances within the dloccse;
smouat of all salavies, feee,out thas the duty of deter
anid niher allowances, mining tho manner ln whielh

€. ‘That it s necussary thathall persons Livlding Church
the Church bodly, constitut. affices ghall bo reigorabls
ed as abore, shiould bo legsl-prom tho same alall b te.
1y Incorporated ; and that sitsgrved for & provincialSyned,
sltes of churches, butlal-: & Thatftfs Qenfraple that
Erounds, schools, and tand,the Church bedy thas con.
for the endowment of (he}nlll\lt.d. shosld Lo lepally
Chureb, &r., sbould be vest-\rcorporated, 1 sumible, by
ed in the geueral incorporaiie Loeal Legislatuso ; but
tion, . 'lbaunm of churches, burigt
2. TRa1, 18 order to malt.lvcunds, stbyole, and lands
tain the Qasens supremacy,tue the enduowment f tho
and unfon with the MotherCliurch, &e., shiouhl be vest.
Church, g draft of e 0. jed elther 1o the Diocesansy
stitation proposed for lheICorpomuon. or In parachial
Church of New Zealand be,corporrtions, accurding as
submililcd 10 her Majesty'sibe  Disrassn  Con¥ention

cretary of Ntato for theshall determine fn the case
Colonies, and 1o the Arch [of 6ach particular properly
bishop ofCantesburs 4).roughlor elte.
the Meiropclitan Dedwop off 7 That measures be taken
Sydnar, whih a peiition thaifto maintain gnd preserva to
her Majesty would be gruc).the urmost *wnion with the
ously pleased to digecs the]Mather Chureh. due regand
necessary sieps 10 Le taken. heing had to ke fndepend.
whether by Act of Parlia-ent action of the Colonial
nent or by Roval Charter Churely,
10 sccaro to our braneh ulthe’ 8. That nefther Ybe doe-
Englishi Cliurch the hberte, trines of tho Chusch of En.
within certain imite 01 team-gland, mor the authorised
fog laws for its own govein-version of the Bible, shall
ment. Jn anv wav ba sublect to the

8. That neither she doc-declsion of the Colania)
ttines, nor the ritual, of the Chunls ; but we are of opin-
Church of England, nor thelon that, to meet the exi-
tuthorised vervian of the Br gencies of 1the Charch In the
tlo, shall iu any way he suh-'colunies. the power of alters
Ject fo sho decisfon of theing and adupiing the ritual
General Convention. should reslde whbin ber

9. That tho Biskop of New body
Zesland Ye requested to em.! 2. Thatthe Bishop of New
bodv the abovo resolutions Zealand be requestiod to take
In the form of a petitlon, such steps as mav be neces.
and 10 take such steps assary for carrying Info cffact
may be necossary fur carry- the wishes of tie memord.
fug Into effect tho wishes of aflsts.
the memorislisgs. ]

Theso resolutions and suggestions wero discussed at
a meeting gt Christcburch on the 6th of Febroary.

¢ Ris Honour the Saperintendent (Mr. Fitzzerald,)
rosg to move the adoption of the first thiree paragiaphs.
We had no longer any need 1o dwell- on the fact that
there is a call fog scme sort of Church conditution for
the colonice, All were demanding power for ths
Chnreh to manage her own affairs. It should bo dis-
tinctly understood that iu talking of piving power to
the Chuich, wemean only the removal of disabilities 3
the power not to mterfere with vihers, but simply to
regulate her own sflairs.  In proposing the chreo first
paragrapls of the sugrested bams of & constitution for
the Churck, be thought that they wonld, all azres that
the poverning bedy of the Clurch should be compos.
ed of Bishopa, clergy, andlsuy. With regard tothe
altoranon of general, inte diccesan conveniion, they
gppeared to have met with a d.ffiur'y of a kind analo~
£ova to that which bad presented stelf 10 {Be Jmperial
Parliament in freming tha Constitution Tor New Zpa-
Jand, when ey divided this celuny into €x prpvins
4o and ako irtitaicd 8 General Assembly. There

g POt unfvata s

tolating td property, whicl would ot projerly U
left ty tho gov rnment of each dictese @ whilsf, ont tha
othve bard, turre ware queficrs nelating tu dectrine
and arhicles of faith, which can st anly on & mnel
wider atndation o cencurrence of rephesentatives of
latze bodtes of Christians eucth as would te u general
council of the Australssian colonien Dut sudy a
Bynad woull meet but 1arely, &t would form & wholly
unfit body to discuss questions of daily oevuttence
Telating o property -and wppeintment tu rifidd, &,
In regard to the third pmragraph, thmugb he would
propose it in the words placed n his bands, hie wished
to expirees bis own oninion, as bis did not concut in the
nacesaity of elnclors signing & deelaration that they
wers quetiband of the Church of England. He was
convutced shat the troest and wisest polliy of the
Cliurch, unloss we had soms distinot bhervsies to ope
1os¢, was (0 adeps no natrow dust of Churel merghers

{ ohup, Ut to consider, 89 in Apodoliy times, bvery one

to b m Cliunciiman who waull partake of the Sacrament
and &ckaowledgo the Creeds of tha Church.  Bayond
thus to require sy declaration of Chutch tembearship
wasto nartow the basis of the Church. With tli»
exprestion of bis own diffurence of oplnlon on this
poiaty, he would proposs the thece paragraphs a9 alter-
ed by the Church commstiec.

* The motion was secomited by Mr. Prichard.

“ Alr. Brsttan wiched to explain that shis piaraqeaph
A naw propassd did not rejirescnt the unaninious view
of the Chure’ comugittea as rogards the communicant
test for olectors of lay represintatives, oud on this
poing ke fult compelled 10 muve an amendment. Some
weak breturon whoss conscivnces we ware bound to
respect, would, hie shought, object to becoming regis-
tered commumicants 1n order o odvtain the franchise.
1o would tmove as a amendment o Janve out tho word
' communicant’ in the fiest line.

“ Mr. Martin seconded the amendment,

« Al Hag “ad heard no reasun offered why the
CommumonTest was wrong in priouple. Mr. Brits
tan’s araumont rested only on expediency, but there
appeared to bim a higher principle involved when wo
wera considering bow to secare thoto to manage the
sffairs of the Church who should be really Leartily
well affectod, ana he thought that whatber alectors or
elected, thuy should bs communican <  his test
might not bo sullicient of itsolf, neither 1= olaration
standing alone, but the 3wo ooniined v.auld form the
vory bost test which could be davired, Thres out of
four people you meet will eay ol bang th~¢ (hey belong
to the Church of Yngland, and in times of excitement
elections would, without a propar test, bu carried by
thoso whbo were not bonast and sincere Uburchmen.

« s Honor, in roply, obterved that though we
bad no power at present fo form & constitution, we
must act and speak as if we hatd, anid he would declare
that bo had pot the slightest respect, for the Church of
England as a linb of the State, but only as far as she
isa part of the Church of Christ.  Wa should do away
with all differences botween a Christisn and & heatb.
¢n if we wero at hberty 1o discard one by one all the
exsentinls of & Church. If by giving way to wrong
Teolings ander tho idea of concilinting weak brethren,
we may cut off one of the sacraments of the Church
from our definition of & Churchman, we may discard
everytbing alre. Let us afopt the widest basis known
to Christer.dom, the partaking of tha same sscraments
acd the rame oreods. The first threc clauses into
which the fourth was incorporated, ds proposed by the
Church committee, wera then carried by ashow of
hands.

% The Rev. Dr. Mackie moved the Sthand 6h pz-
ragraphs,

« His Honour wished to express Lis sente of Lhe
wisdom of the srrangement in England by which

Church properly was vestad in & number of different
corporations, not in all Diocesan Syaods, nor in the
body of Cburch trustees, but where every pariah was
a scparate corporation, Chureh propery being vested
in Deans and Chapters, in colleges, and 20 o, Thug
in tmes of cxgitement or revolutionary violence,
thougk it would be sasy to despail a single Lody, it way
very diflicalt to subvert 0 many varions bodies all in.

ferested in tho preservation of Church fande, He |

woull) therefora move that in clause G, the words® or
other” bo inserted allar * parachisl’ The fifth and
sixth parsgraphs were tben carried, with the agldition
proposed by his Honour,

« }fr. Hall, in proposing the 7th paragrepb, would
not epter into tho subject of the Queen’s Supremacy,
on which La thought people often bad very confused
notione § it rcstes on statute law, and could-nel be
sffected by anx act of oure.

*r3 gbjects soch as thoes alinded to by Blr. Jacobs

« The Bev, 1L, Jacobs could e no.reama for sub-

L3

{ 1ime must speedily como when the oaths and oblizu

]
mitting wur Chureh regulations 1o tha Recretary of
Sate for the Colenfer. Tt wauld Mo far better thag
1ha Churels of New Zealand skould ba cnntent tg Iy
uny wsluurary regnlativnr, futo which Lee menbery
way enter, prevall by heir own furve. Should o
Provideial Synot of the Aunralasian Church be astry.
bed, wa sinould indeed dericw tho seudtion ofsurhy
body, and #lill more stould we Uve foses & geang
council of the Anglivan com=umion throuzbuut ¢l
world, with thd Archbishop of Canterbucy ag Patriarey
and Prinjate. He baliaved thap unian with ihe mihe
Charch mnet ba based op agreement with ber 1y ¢,
eentials; on tho Creeds and Sacraments, on Aposgfe
doctr'ae and order, on the use of a common veriuy o
the Soriptures, and & comnan Liturgy, not on by
mers scoidents of temporal povernment.  Would uy
one maintain that ‘what is ealted the Doyal Suptetmacy
is at epsenitial doctrine of the Church? Tsita de
irine of Seripture ? It would be bard to frove ir.
itof the esence of the univimal Clureh ¥ Ty
whety was tha Clhurch beforw thin Law of Cungtantings &
Js it of 19 elsence of the Reformed Chureh of £y 1
Rland 2 What, then, has brcems of the Chanl 1y
Amurica sincé their separstion from Ergland ? Ay
what would become of the Church of Lnglind bers,
shonld hee government eyer crase 10 L suouarclica) 9
The doctrine of 1be Iural supremacy uay bavo s}
an age when the divine right of kinge was gn miiey
uf belief, but is wholly out of plece wb n the emjirg iy
virtually roled by s majority of the Iouio of Come
mons, composed of men of all religions, and erpecial;
Inapplicatle to the unendowed, nnestabi.inhed, unpgin.
leged Church in these voloniens Lo Royal Suprena
cy isn sott of lay papacy which crama e the Churelof
England, anid stands in tho way of's compMe valncf
the Apglican Chorches throughout the world, Ty

pus which bind our Bishops and Clergy will be revie
ed, as they would have been long since bul for the 1.
pension of thy powors of Convocation. Mr. Hall Ly
tald us what these oaths chicfly aro; surely anyitisy
so antiquated and obsoleto us thoso are in the preset
duy most speedily be abolished. They were indesd
felt Ly some to Le so inconsistent with facts that 1y
had even been a bar to some excellent wmen takingcr
dere in our church,

¢ The sevouth patagraph, as proposed, was they
carried.

4 Mr. Bealey moved the 8ih clauwe. 1t waseritnt
that the fundamental ductrines of the Church, and ¢y
authorised version of the Scriptures, could not be i
any way subject to the decision of any coloriial Churel,
So suspiciour was qur own Church of 45y docti
propousded by any less autherity than 1bat of (h
wliole Charels, that sbe allows no dactrino 10 be eme
tial which has not been vanetioned by ono of ihe far
fiest peneral Councils.  With regard toths alapia
of the Liturgy o the particular circumstances ofa 0>
lonial Churcd, the matter stoed on & diffutent groos)
and a Diocerun Synod might groperly santtion i
adaplations.

« Mr. Usittan moved as an amandwent that clew B
cight stand as in the Bizhoy's drafr, which, was scrsad SR
ed by tha Rev. W. Mackie.

“ Mr. Hall proposed anotker amendment, explust; =4
mgre {ally tho purpose of thotn who would vary &4 B
clause go as ta sllaw & power o the Synnd of the cn &
cese to adapt ths Liturgy to any peculisr exigexce K
which might aiise 1n a colony, either ay regarded v -
natives or the sature of occmsional services at statiw ¥ -
&e., instead of leaving this to be done irregulnly bt &'
individual clergyme R, as ak-present K-

# After fusther discussion, Mr, Brittan’s pmencame: B
way carrisd—the paragraph being allowd 1o stands .
in the origina) draft. k.

4 Au additional paragraph referring to the dwa B
sions in Patlisment on the Colonial Church Bill bk
ing been proposed by Sir F. Tancred,and subseqoest § L
Iy withdrawn, 1be busivess of the mzeting termmi § 3
after a vote of thanks to the cliairizan, by his procscs ¥ 2
cing the blewing” '

On the foilowring evening a public meetingof o>
bors of the Chorch of Engtand was buld in the scbod |3
rooin at Lytielton, ta take into cansidecation thessm £
sulfect. "Tho Rev. C. Mattkias presided; as at Ot § .2

‘church. At this meeting the Rishop’s plan apa3 k.
. to have beep adopted Ludily ; an smendment (o &
curs, the resolutions seragtiz having bern putan.dLi

« 3fe. Dampier then propored thas the followisz® 3
Jitiont should lie made to the Bishop® plan, vin—‘ )

w ¢ That In the opinion of this meeting there b

ba i esch dioccse a stparajely-constitoted compe™t
bady, in whom shiall ba vested, and by wha:p‘ sba!'ﬁ
admisitered, the Cherch reyenneaqfyneh diocet §




