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ac.'or sbown il' a change of life? Isý that sa
very absurd? Haye you iîever accu & drunk.
ard reforrned? Ha&ve ygr nlever seuil a nman
of.impurq life, wlîo, after ruîîiiuig his evil
course, hiad. like the predigal, "corne te
himîelf"-thiat la, awakened te hi- shame,
and turniuîg froin it, corne back to the
pathi of purity, and. flnally regaiiied a true
and noble nmnhood?1 Probably you would
-admnit this, but say that th.ý. change ivas
the resuit of reflection, and of the rnan's
eown strengtli of ilThe doctrine of
rcgenleration on]y adda tethe will of man
the p6"we-r of God. WVe believe that man
la %weak, but thiat God is rnight.y; and that
when mnan tries te rmise hiîîîse]f, an arrn is
Btreteched out te lift inu up to a hcight
whlich lie could nat attain alune. Soute-
tintes one who bas led the wvorst life, after
.being plunged intp~ such remnorse and.
de8pair that lie feule as if lie wêre eîîduring
f lie agonies§ of heill,.tume back and takes
another coise: he beconues "a iiew crea-
ture," whorn'his fronda cati hardly recog-
imze as hie "eits clot.hed'and in bis right
iiimd." The change is frorn darknesa te
,UÉht., fron death te life; and hie wlio bias
1-no'wn but oaie sucli case will neyer say
that the-language is-too .8trong wlîich, des-
cribea that lutin as "born, a<'ainl."

If yqo, think that I pass lightly over
these doctrines, flot bringing out ail the
rnear-;ng, which they bear, I admit it. I
,ui. îîot writting an* essay (in theology, but
,raild ny hw1"pssing, by your fav-

ourite ,nethod of illustration, that the
principies involved are the saine with
which you are farniliar in e. ery day life.
MMlh DOCTRINE 0F ]FUTURE RETRIBUTION.

But the doctrine «hlicli excites your bitter-
est aniiàitsity la tliat of future Retributioiî.
.The prospect of artother life, readhilig on
ijuto ait iio-wn f uturity, you would cojn-
.teulplatui with cùlosure, Ni ere lt nut for
.the dairk sh1aduw hli;uig over it. But Lu
live eniy tu suifer; te live.when ask-ing to
-die; te "ýlong fur death, and not be able tu
.6ind.iiV-is a prospect which rouses one0
whVlo,%ould lcekl upun deati as an etpina.
sleep with cahuîîiess anîd pence. The dvc-
t.rine losfs nue of its f errors in passinc
throughl your îands: for it ips une of theo
iiieans, by whichi you woîk upion the feel-
ilîgai of your hearers. You î>ronouiice it
"the itiost Iurî1 ble belief that ever entered
the Iluînan mind: that the Creator slîould,
brilla beings iute existence te destroy
themn! This, would uiake lii th ic ost

fearful tyrant ini the uuiverse-a Mdcclih
devouring his- owni children"I I shudder
ivlîen I recaîl the tierce euiergy with 9-hiclî
you apoke as you eaid, "Such a God 1 lhate,
with aIl the intenriityof iny beingî'

But gently, gently, Siri WVe wvi1l let this
burst of fury passa befure we resume the
conversation. Wheu you are a littie more
tranquil, I would niodestly suggeat that
perhaps you are fightiîîg a figment of' your
imagination. I nov3ar heard of any chris-
tian teacher whi said that I' t'ho Creator
brouit beingas into the werld te destrey
them'? 1 t i nt better. tonîoderate yourself
ta exact ataternenta, especially when. with
ail modifications, thîe ,subjeet 18 one to
awaken a feeling the most solenin and
profound?

Now I arn net going t-o enter into a dis,
cussien of this doctrine. I iill not quote
a single text. I only ask you whether it
is not a scie.Xific trulli that the effect of
everyithing which. iq of the iiatitre of a cause
is eternal ? Science lias opened our eyEts te
soane very strange facta i nature. The
theory ef vibrations is carried by the phy.
aicisatt ail alarmi-ng 'extent. They. taitl
us that it is literally ,and, rnahenîaticâlly
true that you cannot threw a bail inu the
air but it aihakes the solar systeni., Thus
ail things set upon ail. -What is trou
ini space rnay be true- in time, -and, tho lsw
of physies, may hold in the 8piritual realii.
Whou the soul of nman departs out cf thé
body, being reiesed froua the gtoeas
of the fleshi, it may enter on a life a thous-
and Lintes mare intense thanthis: in wvhich
it will net -need thue dullsenses as Aveuuets
cuf knoivledge. because the spirit itselt* will
be aU eye, ail ear, ail intelligence; wvhile
iiieniory, like an electrie flash, will in an
insatant living the whoe of the pasf. il ý'iew;
an.d tie moral sensu wvill be quiclceted àis
never before. Bere thenwie. lîealal the
colidîtions, cf retribution-a -%vorld. which,
'however sb)adciwy it-nmay sekiiiis yetas i-cal
as the homnes and habitations and activities
of our jpresent state;with. înemiory trailing
the deeds of lifotinie belind iL; and con-
science, muore inexorable thau any judge,
givinjg iLs solemuii and finah'erdict.

\vi I scii ccîiditi(>ns assumncd, let us
take a case whici wvould awaken your jua
indignation-tlîat cf a selilh, hiard-ieartc-d
and cruA tituan; w'lîe sacrifices thxe interests
cf everybody te bis ewîîi, who grinds the
faces or the puor, rabbin., the widow aud
orpxa cf tlieir little ail; and whop, se fat
huom iuiakig restitution, die-S. nith his-ili-
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