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ABOUT CHUROR GOING.
The follovinçt, by a writor in the

jtatelist %vithi regard to Chiureli %YOIn<'
ini tho UnTiittd Sta-tes, wliile net se f ully
,applicable to parts of our own country lias
Soute hissons wvhich it would bc %vell to
pl>f(er. Spcikiîîg of tlie Coiipara.tive
falling off iii cliurcli attendance in sotti
places ]le $ays:

Wliere are wo to find the explanation of
this statuocf afirs, i Sorne of thie causes
lie amourg the subtie chiaxîges which for
yearsa have *beexi siletitly gu'1 oig unIn Our
.cauntry.

(1) Churcli going lias beexi greatly di-
niiimishied ly the iudue prolinuicuce wlîich
tinercft1ttilt lias assuiuxed iii our land.
'Witlxin the lust twent'y years, the increascse
of the wc-alth of the country lias becs.
siinply prodigicus. With this accumnula-
tioxi of riches lias grownl up anl inurdinate
love of iîîcney. Half a century ageo, men
-%vere striving. fur eiiniience at t1ip bar, for
askili iii oratory, for excellence iii states-
mnanship, for literary distinction. Noxv
it is one feverish chase after wealtli.
Braixi no longer rules in our Congress.
The ie-avy brow lias givex way te the
1 lîavy pise.

Tîxe getting of w~ealth noir Sîlls the
Nvhcole hori7on cf inxcn's thouglits. The
soul aud its treniendous destixiy, our peo-
pîle have no trne to tlîiîk. cf these. Live
iii the pi-osent, and " j unîp the lufe to
conte." So our churches are deserted,
ndi oùr Sabbatlis are turnod iute days cf

amnusemnent.
Rili timie is it for tliis mercantile spirit

to bo chocked. Every good muait and truc
is called upon now ospecially te toacli by
his if e and actions, that nuanhoud cannot.
be nmade by moiîey. A mnii cannot be
made great by piling bricks and niortar
about Iimii. You cannot add une cubit to,
'nia real stature by lifting hitii tu a pedestal
cf solid geld. -Chai-acter, intelligence,
&eUl Worth, these are the real things. \Ve
nee'I te stop beasting of oui- material pro-
gress, and ask what we are doing in the
way of xniaking,)ies.

(2) Again, church going is diminished
bhy the supeîfic-ialiiess which seettis te bc
alewly underrnining the American char-*
actet.

We are Idsi#g,the rugged- Mobuût chat-
a.cteristics of *Our goed old Engliah auces-
tors. *Wé think rnnîply upon t he surface.
WVe are fast growing'Frenchy.- 'We cannet

abide tîxe profound. The vivacicus, the
sparkling, the piquant is whiat wve deiand.
It is the minister wvlio can say briglît
tlîings who catches the popular car-.

On the part cf the people tlxere is niow
ait iimperative xxeed cf a return te the
serious tlioughitfulness of the fatîxer8; suid
on the part of the clercy, thore is ant iii-
I)orative xxeed cf a tiglit .grasp upon thiis
mliglxty fatt, tîxat if thcy ai-e f ulfilling
tlheir calling, tlîey are anibassadors cf
Clirist, sent to proclaini a message wvitîall
thie p)ow~er and ptingeîîcy axîd winsomaoîîess
whvlîi tlîey can summlonl.

(3) Cîxurcli going is diiinishied by tlîc
ciuiiaI oI.fIs~ns f Chi-istian Parents.
Thie sad tlîing in our cîxurches to-day is
tliat wve are not holding our cîvu children.
Look about over any congrregatien oii a
Sabbath icrning. MWhore are the chuldren?
Left at; honte t.o do as tliey please on the
Lord's day. Gecd easy fathers and meothers
ivill ixot cenipel theun te go te church. It
inigylit prej udice th eut agaiust going in after
yoars. Arrant nîonsense .! Wlîy do wve
not keel> our childi-en eut cf schooi for the
sainie reason ? A boy is allowed te do luis
pleasure on tht- Loi-d'a day. See the i-e-
suIt : oiîly five lier cent, cf the young men
cf cur country ineàubers cf Christian
chîurches. It isindeod Lime thatarefornii
should begiiî within the Churchi cf Gcd.
Lot parcet b-iig thieir chljdres te the
Lcrd's house if they w'ould have thein grow
up) te TeVerenice it. Let thein siîîk ivithuin
the liearts cf thiese chiîdren the habit cf
church geing. Make the Sabbath " a de-
liglit " tc the little cntes. Train ycur
chîildren, Christian parents, fer the _Lzcd;
then will tlîe forces cf inquity be hurled.
front tlieir thîrenes, and righteousness will
flcw down upon our ccurstry "in oee
nxiglity streamn."

The Dean ef Canterb ury says: "ever
r-a Christian give less tlîax a Jew, and

Iurely sheuld giveiimore. But this 'more'
cannet be cAlculated arithinetically. Te
many in peverty a twentieth would be a
larger gift than a fifth front oe whemn Ged
prospers greatly. But.Ged>s share will be
noelcas te the î-cry poorest. For, like the
fi-st-fruits, it will bring a blessing upon
all the rest."

Professer Herrick Johnson, of Chicago,
ays : " Boend a dcubt there is ne more
practical question befre the Church ef
Christ to-day thai this quest-ion cf syste-
mcztic beiuerolence."


