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DOMINION 1FORESTRY IN~-
SPEC~T ION.

In the blue book of the departatent
of the Interior for te year 180 t.he
newly appointed cief Iaîspector of
timber and forestrs. 'Mr. E. Stewart,
makes a most Interosting preliminary
report on -the work wh1ch ie hau donc
In the way of sizing up te Situation
la regard to timber and forestry In
Canada. Mr. Stewart oniy assumeal
the duties of lis newv office August 15
last. andi necessarlly ibis first report
is nialy occupleti iitît the results of
lis first study of the subjeet. AImost
is fIrst net ivas to xnake a tour of In-

spection In the ?Torthwest and British
Columbia. whicit occupieti about ýtwO
mnmts Uime enabilng hlm to forait
sointe idea of te condition of the tim-
liber areas In titis part of te ]Dominion
andi also regarding te Important
matter of tre culture on te prai rie
Lands of Manitoba andi the Nortitwest
Territories. Mr. Stewart fintis that

* thec general public bave very Ilttie
It1ça of the vast extent of country ln
thei west whicli 15 properiy speaking

- tooded land., owing to, the fact Chat
the Canadian Pacifie Itatlway, the
only' arte r sftr ei, runs titrougl
prairie landi only untit iL reaches te
iLocky Mounitains. These timuber
landls lue divides into areas as foilows:
"Thue Ilrst, whichl miglit for conveni-
eruce be calleti our Great Nortitern
Forest, extends from .Alaska, on 'the
W est, to Hudson Blay on the cast, and
f rom the North Saskatchewan river
a~nd the sixtietx paraliel of latitude on
tlic soutit to the 'barren laniCs of te
A'rctIc reglin. E*ast of James BaY
tert Is the Labradior district. Next

ive have a timber area of considerable
exteuit lying north of the province of
Ontario and sotitt or te Northt Sas-
katchewan river, anti this samne boit
-xtends wvesterly, growlng narrowcr
iii IL reaches lis apex at the juncion

of the north andi souti braniches of

te 'Saskatcew~an river nt Fort a la
Cornte. Proceeding westeriy the next
large imiter beit ive meet with ES
along the enstera siope of te Ilocky
Mouintains anti extending from the
NoLrth Saskatchaewan sotteriy to
te International boundary. In addi-

tion Co titese districts -titre is a con-
siderabie extent ot tîtiberetià land In
whiat ls usually knownt as t.he prairie
belt, notabiy lit lldlng inounitains,
Nloose mouintains andi te Turtie
mountains, as wcii as tat round tu
simalier (iuantities surrountiet on ail
siaies by prair-ie. 'rTe latter thoughi
iterinaps of not mnuei value to te ium-
luerman, ls inivzluabile to te seLLiers
In the ntigltborlîood, for building,
feîîctatg and fuel. Lastly, there Is the
tîmber on Uic Iridiait roserves."

Speaklng of te timnber on te foot-
bis souti of te Cwnadian Paciflc
railvaar ln AIbetta1, ilr. Stewart
says.."his tract etetiilng front the
Boit' river to tbe *Itli paraili, bas
been recentiy set aside as a tituber re-
serve, aîîd as te deitartanent, In
conjunetion witt te go%*etlîînent of
tue Northwtst Territorles is expenti-
tn& consideraule tnotîey la establisit-
Ing a systeni of Irrigation for te
semi-ariti tract cast of these
bis, IL ls a maLter of Elite utmost im-
portance to te succcss of te under-
takitîg titat the forest coveritîg alonte
te valicys of titese streanîs fromn

wluici the ivater is taken shouid not
be destroyeti; otherwise titere ivili be
disastrous flootis, folloîvet by eciually
destructive drouglîts. Thle principal
danger of destruction of titese îvood-
cd arcas lies in te carelessuess of
prospecting, liunting and surveyi ng
parties anti bodies of inians golng
into or passing titrougt lte country,
letting thiter camp tires spread to te
surt'ounding busit. IL is also somte-
tintes te case ittlires are started
delibérately by ranchiers, prositectors
ani otiters wh vnnt to clean awaY
te trocs. A systeni of guaîdianship

wlîlcit would Includo registration. of
the naines, etc., occupying or passing
through te timber lands ls recoin-
înentied as onei rcmedy for te tire
nuisance. 'rTe CYpress 1-ilis and
other wooded areas In Alberta, are
recontmended for te saine Lreatment
as thc footiis country. Timber lands
la Uic 1RIding anti Duck iticuitaîn dis-
trict of 11anttoa are also mention-
cd as being sxteciajiy wortiiy of care
Lo prcvoîtt their destruct ion by tire.
AlrIzeady te government ita.s reserv-
cd large areas of w'ooded country lit
'Manitoba and te Territorles for te
salir of teir tîmber, and furtîter rcs-
ervations whlerever te valle O! Llîeir
timber wiii warrantt IL are recoit-
mended.

With regard tc. forestrY imr.iage-
nient, Mr. Stewart Say$' "~TiaL te
scîcîtîfic ttata-eltient of te forests
of Northt AmecrIca %vas aoC coIixMprtt-
cd carlier ln bot te Unit-
ed States atît Canada wvill
always be a, matter o! regret. In

meariy every country o! E'urope a
bureau oaf forestry has long beeti osý-
Labitslied, andi In India anti eveat In
te Australasta colonies anti In

Southt Africa te maLter lias î'eceived
greater attention at the tatits of te
governaterit titan lit Canada or event
te Unitedi States tlI ivititin te iast

fewv years.11' "Among te nations of
te iorîti Germany stands flrst la

scfenttflc managements or ILs forestt,
even prIvate owners of foa'ests airc
cotapelieti to observe certain rules of
action ivitiregard to deforestîttion. Ia
sonte States of the Empire
Improt'idctît and waste!ul metit-
otis are abselitely prolilbited,
the law being cîtforced by
offIcera of te state, anti the net rev-
enue to te empire after paying ail
expuenses 15 somctiîing cuver S,12,000,_
000 aanuaily." WViten IL is considereti
titat te forest areas cf Canada aie
linensely ivider titan those cf Ger'-
natny. IL mny be seen witat itossibl-
Ities titere are Ia tliQir conservation.

NVIile Lucre are certaint disticts of
our prairie reglons witere tere are
bluffs oaf tituber wiiich woulti prob-
abiy bo suficient for te reeiuirements
of te setLers, If thc young Limiter
ivere aiiowed te grow. there is stlll a
vcry large area wiîerc tree planting
ivili have La be rcsorted to If te coun-
try ls evev te eîtjoy te miany advant-
ages wiîicli Luis division 0f te vege-
table kltîgdomt aione cani furnisit. The
resuits of experiments carrieti on at
te Brandon anti Indian Headi expert-
tal farais lias abundantly proven
te feasiblliLy of tree culture on te

prairies, anti maay dilTerent kinds 0f

trees anti shrubs have been fouind
adapted to growtit on prairie landis.
s0 Viant IL siiouiti be an easy mattor If
persistent anîd scientifie methotis are
apîtiet to the task to croate In a very
few years In every settieti part 0f titis
western country a heritageocf îvood-
cd lads îvhil îviil be of Inestimable
boîteflt, not oaly to the present, but
ail future gencrattons.

'M'st Selkirk.
The town of West Selkirk, situateal

on tue ivest bank 0f thte Rlet river,
twcnty-titre tilles fri Winnipeg, Is
tue fisîitLown o! 'Manitoba, being te
paort for a large number of Vessels em-
ployeti la the lake Winnlpeg fisiterles.
IL Is oîîly a short distance fromn the
moutît of te river, the channel of
will is ef a spificient deptit to ailow
of large vessels couulng up titis far. In
addition to te large nunîber of craît
of varlous kintis alreati? employeti, the
Domniaon Fish Company lias put on a
ncw Lug, Lte CiltIefain, and lias fitteti
up te steanier. Princess, whichtl has
been lying unuseti for a numbor of
years. andi is now using IL as a freiglit-
or. wite Rloderlck Smitht lias *aise Put
oit a ne%% ttîg. the Highlander. Store-
btouses have been bulît at different
ptoinîts aloag te laite, la 'tvluch the
fisli arc kept until taken by te steamn-
e*rs to Selkirk, wluere, after beiag
properiy cicanect anti matie readY for
the miarktet. tey arc placeti la a freez-
er, te tcmperLttut' of -whlct Is kept
at sevemal tiegrces bciow zero by tite
use of anîmonia. Thte 115h are loadeti

14ri 9


